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TaTjaHa
Mepurk Ha KpctonaTtu: yoBekoBuTe
npaBsa Ha XeHute POMKu BO
JyroucrouHa Eepona
1. Bosep,

On moYeTOKOT Ha 1990-Te, €BUJEHTEH € Pa3BOjOT HA
PomckoTo nBukewe BO EBpomna kako M Ha OTPOMHHUOT
WHTepec 32 YOBEKOBUTeE ITpaBa Ha PomuTe. U mokpaj oBa,
POMCKHTE 3a€HUIY MIPOOJIKYBAaT CEKOjTHEBHO /A ce
COOYyBaaT Co pacHa JUCKpUMUHaIja. Tue ce :KpTBU HA
HACHJICTBO O] EKCTPEMHU PACUCTUYKY I'PYITH KAKO CKUH-
XeIuTe, HO MCTO TaKa M Te€HEPAJIHO OJ WHJIUBUJYH O]f
HEe-POMCKO MOTEKJIO BKJIYIYBajKU T U CIPOBEIYBAUNTE
Ha 3aKOHOT. PomwuTe ce, riiaBHO, 6e3 (opMasiHO 00-
pas3oBaHMEe W PETKO MMaaT IIOCTOjaHO BPabOTyBarbe.
Tonem 6poj Pomu Bo EBpoma kuBeaT BO €KCTpPEMHA
CUPOMAIITHja, BO WJIETAJHU IOTIPOCEYHH HACEIOMU.
Crotunu wijaau Pomu ce Oeraiiy uiu BHaATPEITHO pa-
CeJIEeHU KaKO pe3yJITaT Ha BOOPYKEHHUTE KOH(PIUKTH HA
TepUTOpHjaTa Ha OmBIIA Jyrociasuja.

Kora cranyBa360p 3a POMKHTe, HUBHHOT TOBAp € HajMaJi-
Ky IBO€EH. MHO3HHCTBOTO BO OIIIIITECTBOTO ryiega Ha HUB
KaKO Ha YWIEHOBHM Ha MaprUHAJIM3HpaHa, OCHpoMaIieHa
¥ YeCTO IIPe3peHa eTHUYKA rpymna. Bo 1o0MoT, Bo 3aeHU-
11aTa BOZIeHA CKOPO U €UHCTBEHO O/ MaXku, PoMKwHTe
HajuecTo TM cMeTaaT 3a MH(PEPUOPHU MOpa HUBHUOT
poa. OBoj Tpya Ke ce obujie /1a TH afipecupa IIaBHUTE
06J1acTH BO KOH Ce MPEKPIIyBaHU YOBEKOBUTE IMpPaBa Ha
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1. Introduction

Since the beginning of the 1990s there has been an evi-
dent blossoming of the Romani movement in Europe
and also a tremendous increase in the interest in the hu-
man rights of Roma. Despite this, whole communities of
Roma continue to face racial discrimination on a daily
basis. They are victims of violence from extremist racist
groups such as skinheads, but also non-Romani individ-
uals in general, including law enforcers. Roma are main-
ly without formal education and rarely have permanent
jobs. High numbers of European Roma live in extreme
poverty in illegal substandard settlements. Hundreds of
thousands of Roma are refugees or internally displaced
in consequence to the armed conflicts in the area of the
former Yugoslavia.

When it comes to Romani women, their burden is at
least double. The vast majority of society views them as
members of a marginalized, impoverished and often de-
spised ethnic group. At home, many Romani women are
often considered inferior on the grounds of their gender
in the community that is led almost exclusively by men.
This paper will try to address the main areas where the
human rights of Romani women are violated, in terms of
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PomkuTe 110 OCHOB Ha pacHa U/WJIU MOJI0BA IUCKPUMU-
HaIyja, ¥ ke 06e30e1u MpUMepH O] 3eMjUTe Ha PEeruo-
HOT Ha JyroucrouHa EBpoma.’

2. luckpumuHaymja Ha PomkuTte

2.1. Cnukaitia wito 3a Pomkuite ja umaaiu maxkuiue
Pomu u He-Pomuitie

PacnipoctpaneraraguckpuMuHanyjaHa Pomure e iBpero
3aCHOBaHA HAa HeraTUBHUTe npeapacyau. Y npudarero-
TO IJIeAuIITe 32 POMKuUTE € HajuecTo He0Z00PYBAUKO: THE
ce cMeTaar 3a ,BaJIKaHH, THE ,caKaaT Ja Kpajar", The
,KaKyBaaT Jlaru“, u THUeE Ce ,,ONaCHH  IOpPaJy HUBHUTE
HABOJHU MAarvCKU MOKU U ratame”. JKeHuTe oJ1 He-poM-
CKO IIOTEKJIO IPETEKHO MMaaT HETATUBHO MUCJIEHE 32
PomkuTe, CO UCKIIyYOK HAa HUBHUOT U3IJIE] - TH CMeTaaT
PomkuTe 3a y6aBu - ¥ HA HUBHATa HaBOJIHA JbyOOB KOH
My3UKaTa U TAaHIOT>.

CnmuyHo, U caukata 3a PoMkuTe mpercraBeHa BO
MIOBEKETO MeJIUyMU He e JlacKaBa. [Ipy MOHUTOPUHIOT
Ha MeJIUyMUTE CIIPOBEJIEH BO 3eMjUTe Of] PETHOHOT, HA
npumep, PoMkuTe 6uste mpeTcTaBeHU KaKo ce MaXkaT Ha
MHOTY paHU TO/IMHU, KaKO 3aMellIaHu BO YOUCTBOTO HA
HUBHUTE Jlella WK KaKo ratavyku (Bo byrapuja), wiu ma-
JKU Ha 3aBUCHUIIM OJ POTa, U KAKO >KPTBU HA ,[UTaH-
CKM“ MakKpoa u ausepu Ha apora (Bo Pomanuja).*

Jlosleka MHO3MHCKAaTa KyJTypa ja cMeTa pPOMCKaTa 3a-
eHUIA 3a ,JpPYyruoT , POMKuUTE ce IpeTcTaBeHH KakKo
~JAPYTHOT BO paMKH Ha caMaTa poMcKa rpyna.’ Bo 3aen-
HUIIATA, )KEHUTE Cce MePIelUpPaHy KaKo I0c1abu mopajau
HUBHUOT poJi. CO UCIIUTYBaKETO MyOJIUKYBAaHO BO 2004
Oeliie yTBpZIEHO ieka 65 nmpoueHTu o Pomure Bo Cpbuja
CUJIHO BepyBaarT JieKa ,MakuTe Tpeba /1a pakoBOJAaT CO

both racial and/or gender discrimination, and will pro-
vide examples from countries of the South East Europe
region.’

2. Discrimination of Romani Women

2.1. Images of Romani Women, by Romani Men, and
Non-Roma

The prevalence of discrimination against Roma is firmly
grounded on negative prejudice. Popular perceptions of
Romani women are mostly disapproving too: they are
considered “dirty,” they “like to steal,” they “tell lies,”
and they are “dangerous” because of their alleged magi-
cal powers and fortune telling skills.> Non-Romani wom-
en hardly have anything but negative thoughts about
Romani women, with the exception of their looks - they
consider Romani women beautiful — and their alleged
love of music and dance.?

The image of Romani women portrayed in the majority of
the media is similarly unflattering. In research conduct-
ed into monitoring media in the countries of the region
Romani women were, for example, represented as being
married at a young age, being connected to the murder
of their children, and being fortune tellers respectively
(in Bulgaria), or mothers of drug addicts, and victims of
“Gypsy” pimps and drug dealers (in Romania).*

While the Romani community is considered “the other”
by the majority culture, Romani women represent “the
other” within the Roma group itself.> Within the commu-
nity, women are seen as weaker on the basis of their gen-
der. A survey published in 2004 discovered that 65 per
cent of Roma in Serbia strongly believed that “men have
to rule the family” and another 46.1 per cent Roma ap-
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CEMEJCTBOTO® a yIITe 46,1 TporeHT oy Pomure ro ozo-
OpyBaaT CBeZlyBalh€TO Ha yJIioraTa Ha JKEHUTE eINHCTBe-
HO Ha HUBHUOT 10M.° Bpojkara e 3HaUMTETHO TOBUCOKA
OJ1 TIPOLIEHTOT Ha JIUIIaTa O/ He-POMCKO ITOTEKJIO Ha KON
1M Oellle IOCTaBEHO UCTOTO IIpalllaibe.

Hcro Taka, PoMKuTe ce mpeaMer Ha CHJIHHOT KyJIT Ha
HEBHHOCT IIITO IOCTOM BO MHOIITBO POMCKH TPYIIH.
IIpekpIiyBameTo Ha MPEeA0PAYHUOT 3aBET HA HEBUHOCT
BO HEKOM 3aeJHUIIN MOKe Ha )KEHHUTE /1a UM HaHece cpaM
JI0 KpajoT Ha >KUBOTOT. Bo MakezoHuja, 76 mpOLEHTH
O/l UHTEPBjYHPAHHUTE MJIaZAM POMCKHM MaKd OYEeKyBaa
HUBHHUTE UIAHU YKEHU Ja OuAaT AEBUIU, UaKO 75 IPO-
IIEHTH CMETaa JIeKa € HOpMaJIHO Ma)kute PoMu J1a mmaar
mpeadpavYHy CeKCyaJsHH oaHocu.” HHTepBjyHpaHUTE
Maxku Pomu Bo CpOuja Ha mpuMep, u3jaBuja JeKa ,He-
BMHOCTA € €JMHCTBEHOTO (BPEAHO) HEIITO IITO KeHaTa
ro uma!“® JIpyro ucrpakyBame [oKa)a JeKa IoBeke O
64 tporieHTH Myiaau Pomku Bo CpbOuja cMeTaaTt JieKa 3a
’KEeHHUTE e HenmpudaTIUBO /1a CTalyBaaT BO IpeadpadyeH
CeKc, IofieKa MIOMaJIKy O 20 IPOIEHTH OJ HUB CMeTa-
aT Jileka MCToTo Tpeba aa Baxku M 3a Makurte. Crioper
HCTpaXkKyBauuTe, ,MHOTY MJIAZd >KEHH MOIIHEe 11abo-
KO ja yCBOMJIE IIOpaKaTa Ha IIOCAKyBAaHO OJHECYBarbe
HaMETHATO OJi pOMcCKaTa 3aeJHHIa, The ja mpudakaar
KaKO €IUHCTBEH IIPaBHJIEH CTaB, IIOBEKETO OJ HUB
He ja J0OBeZlyBaaT BO IIpalllaibe Hej3auHaTa CMHUCIA U ja
O/IIP3KYBAAT IPEKY PA3/IMIHU BUIOBH IIPepacyaim.

BpS OCHOBA Ha CETO OBa, I/ISFJIGIIajaCHO 3011TO PomMKkuTe
AKTHUBHUCTKHU I'O CME€TaaT €JHOCTPaHHuOT, POJOBO - CJIEII
IIpucCTaIil KOH CI/ITyaI_II/IjaTa CO YOBEKOBUTE IIpaBa HA Powm-
KHTE 3a MOIITHE HECOOABETEH

»,PO/loBaTa aHaIM3a Ha pacHaTa AMCKPUMUHAIMja IPU3HA-
Ba JIeKa pacHaTa AUCKpUMUHAIMja He BiIMjae eJHaKBO, WK
Ha HUCT HAaUMH Ha MakKUTe U Ha >XeHHUTe. PoMKuTe 4decto
JI0O’)KMBYBaaT AUCKpUMHHaNMja BP3 OCHOBAa Ha HUBHUOT

proved the confinement of women’s roles to their home.®
This is significantly higher than the percentages of per-
sons in non-Romani ethnic groups who were asked the
same question.

Romani women are also subject to the strong virginity
cult present in a number of Romani groups. Violating the
premarital virginity code can bring shame for the rest of a
woman’s life in some communities. In Macedonia, 76 per
cent of young Romani men interviewed expected their
future wives to be virgins, though 75 per cent consider it
normal that Romani men should have premarital sexual
relations.” A Romani man interviewed in a poll in Serbia,
for instance, stated how “Virginity is the only [valuable]
thing a woman has!”® Other research showed that over
64 per cent of young Romani women in Serbia thought
that it was unacceptable for women to engage in premar-
ital sex, while less than 20 per cent of them thought that
same should apply to men. According to the researchers,
“many young women have deeply internalised the mes-
sage on desirable behaviour prescribed by the Romani
community, they accept it as the only right attitude, most
of them do not question its sensibility, and they support
it with various forms of prejudice.”

On all these accounts, it appears clear why a single-
handed gender-blind approach to the human rights situ-
ation of Romani women is considered widely inadequate
by Romani women activists:

“The gender analysis of racial discrimination recognizes
that racial discrimination does not affect men and women
equally or in the same way. Romani women often experience
discrimination based on their gender and on their ethnic
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POZ ¥ HAa HUBHOTO €THHUYKO MOTEKJIO — OTTaMy, HEKOj BH]I
‘mBojHa auckpuMmuHanuja’. Ho ‘mBojHa’ ykaskyBa Ha JBa
THIIAa IUMEH3UH Ha POZIOT U PacU3MOT. PeasiHOCTa € Jjajexy
MIOCJIOXKEHA, OU/IEjKU [TOCTOjaT MHOTY Pa3IuYHU TUMEH3UU
WM aCIIEKTH Ha POZIOBaTa U pacHaTa JUCKpUMUHaNMja. "

HenoBo1HOTO BHUMAaHMeE IITO APKaBUTE UM I'O IOCBETY-
BaaT Ha MMpaIllamkara IITO ce Ha KPCTONATOT IIOMery POJIOT
U pacara Oellle KPUTHUKYBAHO 07 POMKHTE aKTUBUCTKH
KaKO ,pacuUCTHUYKaTa IPETHOCTaBKAa JeKa NPaKTUKUTE
IITETHU 32 KEHUTE HeJJBOCMUCIEHO KOHCTUTYHUPAAT XO-
MoOreHa poMcka Kyirypa“.! Ha mapTroBckaTa cecwja Ha
Komucujara 3a crarycor Ha kenute npu OH, Pomkute
aKTUBHCTKHU ITOBHKAaa Ha cOpabOTKa MOMery areHI[UUTe
Ha OH, np:xaBute, HBO u PoMKuTe akTUBHCTKH BO OOP-
6aTa IpOTHUB ,,paHU OPAKOBU U TECTOBU 32 HEBUHOCT HA
HAUYMH IITO Ke ce BOAY CMEeTKA U 32 BHATPEIITHUTE POJIO-
BH YJIOTH U yJIOTaTa IITO ja UTPa PaCU3MOT BO 3ajaKHY-

« 12

Bamb€ HAa BAKBUTE IIPAKTUKHU .

2.2. 06bpaszosaHue

Ob6sracra Ha 0Opa30BAaHHETO HCTOBPEMEHO € KJIYIHO
II0JIe 3a pa3BOj HA CeKoja Ipyra, HO UCTO TaKa U 00J1acT
BO KOja pasjiukaTa momery PoMuTe v mpuIaIHUIUTE HA
He-POMCKHTE T'PYIIH, KaKO U pa3jIMKaTta Mery MasKuTe
Pomu u PoMkuTe e HajBUJINBA.

ITopagy IPUTHUCOKOT O] CTPOTUTE IIaTpUjapXajlHU BEPY-
Bama, MHOTY MJIaJii PoMKH HUKoram HeMa Jila ojaT
Ha YYWINIITE WIK Ke IO HANyIITaT YYWIUIITETO HA
MHOTY paHa Bo3pacT. Ha mpamameTo 30mTO T ITpaka
TPUTE CUHA, a4 HUeJ[HA KepKa Ha YIUJIUIITE, TAaTKO Pom
o2t KocoBo oziroBopu sieka ,IIIKOJIyBambeTO JIEBOjUNbA €
ryoeme Bpeme“." Ilopaau orpaHuyeHnTe PUHAHCUCKH
pecypcH, Bo rojieM 6poj pOMCKH ceMejCTBa Off PETHOHOT,
MOMYMbATa OZ]aT Ha YUWIHUILTE, JI0/IeKa /IeBOJUNEbATa
WJIM OCTAHyBaaT JIoMa, WIN UM € JI03BOJIEHO /1a 3aBpIIaT

background — hence a sort of ‘double discrimination.” But
‘double’ suggests two types of dimensions of gender and rac-
ism. The reality is far more complex, since there are many
different dimensions or aspects of the gender and racial dis-
crimination.”

The lack of attention paid by the states to the issues at
the intersection of gender and race was criticised by
Romani women activists as the “racist assumption that
practices harmful to women unequivocally constitute a
homogenous Romani culture.” At a March session of
the UN Commission on the Status of Women, Romani
activists called for the cooperation between UN agencies,
states and NGOs and Romani women activists in com-
bating “early marriages and virginity tests in a manner
that takes into account both internal gender roles and the
role played by racism in reinforcing these practices.”*

2.2. Education

The field of education is both a key area for the devel-
opment of any group, but also the field in which discre-
pancies between Roma and non-Roma, and also Romani
men and Romani women, are most visible.

Because of the pressure of strong patriarchal beliefs,
many young Romani women will never go to school or
will leave it at an early age. A Romani father in Kosovo,
asked why he sent three sons and no daughters to school,
replied that “educating girls is a waste of time.”"® Because
of limited financial resources in quite a number of Roma-
ni families in the region, boys will go to school while girls
will either stay at home, or be allowed to finish just a few
grades of primary school.”* According to UNDP, 90% of
Romani women in Serbia and Montenegro get married
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caMo HEKOJIKY cTeIleHU OCHOBHO oOpa3oBanue.* Criopez
YH/II, 90% ox Pomkute Bo Cp6uja u I{pHa 'opa crarry-
BaaT BO Opak mpeJt 16 TOAWHY U peurcu 80% 01 HHBHUTE
OpakoBU ce JOTOBOpeHU."” BakBuTe cTraBoBU Iy npuda-
THJIE U HEKOU O/ CAMHUTE POMCKH keHU. OroBapajku Ha
Ipamiame Ha KepKa CU JIayIu Ke IPUCYCTBYBA Ha POJU-
TEJICKA COCTaHOK, efHa Majka-Pomka Bo Cpbuja oj-
roBopu: ,,Iu Ke ce MaKuIll, jac HEMaM BpeEME /1a 0/1aM
tamy“.'® Cenak, BpeMUIbaTa ce MEHyBaaT M MPUMeEpP 3a
OBOj HOB OpaH e IBaHaeCceTTOIUIIHO JieBojue o7, KocoBo
KOe UM Ka)ka Ha UCTPaKyBadyuTe 32 HeJ3UHNUTe COHUIIITA
J1a 3aBpiiu QaKyJITET, U /1a He ce OMaXKU npej Toa."”

Cemak, cJIMKaTa € MHOTY ITOCJIOXKEHA: €THO UCTPAXKYBAHE
3a obpasoBaHueTo HampaBeHO Mefy Pomu oxn Cpbuja
TH HaBeJle CJIETHUBE OJTOBOPH HAa IPAIIAHETO 30IITO
JleBojunmaTa POMKM 0] ceMejcTBOTO He O/aT Ha
yamIuinTe: 6uejku Hemaar mpucrojHa obseka (69.7%),
O6uzejku Tpeba 1a ce rprKaT 3a moMmutaauTe aerna (61.3%),
Ouziejku Hema Jla HajaaT paboTa Aypd M aKO 3aBpIIaT
yuwnuiinte (59.8%), u - Ha Kpaj - OuejKku ce oMaskuie
(57.4%)."®* EAHO eIMHAECETTOUIIIHO POMCKO JIEBOjUE Off
Bocha cakarie Jja o1 Ha yYWINIITE, Mel'yToa HeEMaIIe
KOj Z1a ce TPIDKY 32 HEj3MHATA [IOMJIA/1a XeH/ITMKeNpaHa
cecTpa OTKaKO ITOCTapaTa cecTpa ce OMaXkyl, a HUBHATa
MajKa HCTO TaKa He MOJXKeIlle /Ia TO IIpaBU Toa busejku
0 U3P:KyBa CEMEjCTBOTO IIPOJIaBajKU CTOKHU Ha Imasap."
Enna miazna sxena ox llpHa I'opa m1aboko >kaau IITO
HUKOTAll He 0/leJIa Ha YYWJIUIITe, ON/IejKH KaKo HajcTa-
PO ZieTe Taa Mopasia Jia TOTBH U /I ja YUCTU KyKara - Ha
22 TO/AMIIIHA BO3PACT, Taa CMeETAIIIe JieKa e IIPeJIOIHA 32
obpaszoBaHue.*

OHmue /lena mTo ce 3aMUIIYBAAT HA YUMJIHIITE HEKOTAIT
IO HaIlyIITaaT 3apajyl PaCUCTHYKUOT TPETMaH IITO IO
TpPHAT OJf JlellaTa Of He-POMCKO IIOTEKJIO, OJf HUBHUTE
poauTtenu, wiu of yuurenute. Bo Anbanuja, majka

before the age of sixteen, and almost 80% of their mar-
riages are arranged.”” These attitudes are internalised
among some Romani women themselves. Answering her
daughter’s question whether she would attend the par-
ent-teacher meeting, a Romani mother in Serbia replied,
“You will get married, I have no time to go there.”® Times
are changing, though, and a sample of this new wave is
a twelve-year-old girl in Kosovo who told researchers of
her dreams of finishing university, and not getting mar-
ried before that.”

However, the picture is more complex: Educational re-
search conducted among Roma in Serbia listed the fol-
lowing responses why Romani girls in the family did not
go to school: because they lack decent clothes (69.7%),
because they have to take care of younger children
(61.3%), because they won’t find employment even if
they finish school (59.8%), and — lastly — because they
got married (57.4%)."® An eleven-year-old Romani girl in
Bosnia liked going to school, however there was no one
to take care of her disabled younger sister after her elder
sister got married, and their mother could not do it as
she supports the family by selling goods in the market.*
A young woman in Montenegro deeply regrets that she
never went to school, because as the eldest child she had
to cook and clean the house — at the age of twenty-two,
she thought it was too late for education.*

Those children that enrol in school sometimes leave it
because of the racist treatment they endure by the non-
Romani children, their parents, or teachers. In Albania,
a Romani mother shared how her eight-year-old daugh-
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PoMKa croziesii Kako Hej3HHATa OCYMTIOAMIIHA KepKa
ce TIalesa off APYTUTeE Jlella Ha YUWIHIITE; KAKO eIUH-
CTBEHOTO POMCKO JIeT€ BO HEJ3MHHUOT KJIac, Taa YeCTO
TpIIesia TeTabe U BepOaTTHO 3710CTaByBatbe O] HEj3BUHUTE
coyuenunu. Taa ucto Taka uMaja Majky joBepba BO Hac-
TaBHUIIUTE, KOM HAMECTO /Ia My IIOMOTHAT Ha JIEBOjUYETO
CO HEjBUHUTE TEIIKOTHH BO YUEHeT0, n3bpasie /a ja uc-
mpaTaT oma.> Hekou poMcku fierja ce obpasyBaat o/i-
BOEHO O/ HUBHHUTE HE-POMCKH COYYEHUIIH, BO CErperu-
PaHHu KJIACOBH, I1a AYPH U BO CErperupaHy yUuInITa.*
YecTo ce cyiydyBa POMCKUTE Jielja /ia OujaT CMeCTEHH BO
CHelUjaHd YUMIUINTA 32 MEHTAJHO XEHIWKEIHPaHU
Jera.

Hamnpenoxot Bo nozo6pyBame Ha 00pa3oBHUTE TOTPEOH
Ha PoMurte e mocrop o70uekyBaHOTO. EJTHO HCTpasKyBatbe
HanpaBeHo Mefy Pomku of BocHa ro cmopeau obpa-
30BaHUETO HA MajkuTe POMKH, HAjuyecTo OCTBApeHO BO
COIMjaJICTUYKO BpPeMe, CO OHa Ha HUBHHTE Jena, U
MOKa’ka JIeKa HEMAaJIO BUJIMBO OI00pyBarbe BO 0Opa-
30BHATA COCTOj0a HA HOBUTE reHeparuu.*> OAroBOPHOCT
3a OBa IJ1aBHO Tpeba /1a mpe3eMat 06pa30BHUTE BJIACTH U
HeJIEKCHOMTHUTE 00Pa30BHU CUCTEMHU KOU ITOKAKyBaaT
MaJIKy pa3bupame 3a npobsiemure Ha Pommure. ObOpa-
30BHUTE TEKHEHHja Ha POMCKHUTE Jiela HeU30eKHO ce
00JIMKYBaHU OJi CHPOMAIIITHjaTa U TEIIKUTE YCJIOBU BO
KOU JKHMBeaT: 3alpalliaHo IITo OU cakasa /ia CTaHe Kora
ke mopacHe, ieBojue Pomka oy Cpbuja, Koe BoeTHO Oerrie
¥ OJIJTMYHA YYEeHUUKa, IPU3HA JleKa Ou cakasia /1a cTaHe
IeKapKa, 3a cexoraril Jia 6uzie onKpy:keHa co jieb.>*

2.3. Bpaboitysare

MuosuncTtBoro Pomxu Bo Jyroucrouna Espoma ce
HeBpaboTeHn. Bo HeojlaMHENTHHOT W3BelITaj 3a PoMm-
KUTE U BpabOTyBameTO HAKPATKO Oea pe3UMHPaHU
IpaiiamaTa IITo BaujaaT Ha PomkuTe:

ter feared non-Romani children at school; being the only
Romani child in her class, she often suffered beatings
and verbal abuse from her peers. She also had little trust
in the teachers, who instead of helping the girl with her
learning difficulties chose to send her home instead.”
Some Romani children are educated separately from
their non-Romani peers, in segregated classes and even
segregated schools.>* The problem of placing Romani
children in special schools for mentally disabled children
is also common.

The progress in improving the educational needs of
Roma is slower than expected. Research conducted
among Romani women in Bosnia compared the educa-
tion of Romani mothers, mostly taking place during so-
cialist times, and their children, and showed that there
has been no visible improvement in the educational
situation of the new generations.* The responsibility for
this is mainly to be taken by the school authorities and
inflexible educational systems which show little under-
standing of Roma concerns. Romani children’s own edu-
cational aspirations are inevitably shaped by the poverty
and hardship they live in: when asked what she would
like to become when she grew up, a Romani girl from
Serbia, who also happened to be an excellent pupil, ad-
mitted that she would like to become a baker, just so that
she could always be surrounded by bread.**

2.3. Employment

The majority of Romani women in south-eastern Europe
are unemployed. A recent fact sheet on Romani women
and employment briefly summarized the issues affecting
Romani women as the following:
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»POMKUTE ce CO0UyBaaT o IIPeAPACY/IH IPU BpabOTyBamETO,
VHaIIpeAyBaWkeTo M IUIaTara. YIITe IoBeke, MHOTY PomMku
OCTaHyBaaT [1eJIOCHO UCKITyYeHH o7 (popMasTHATa EKOHOMU]a,
CIpPEeYeHH O] OTPAHHYEHUTE 00PA30BHU MOXKHOCTH, HECO-
O/IBETHN CTAaHOEHU YCJIOBH, CHPOMAIIIHA 37PaBCTBEHA
3allITUTA, TPAAULIMOHAJIHN POJOBYU YJIOTHU U OIIITa Mapru-
HajM3anyja oJ CTpaHa HAa MHO3WHCKHUTE 3aeAHUNH. |...]
Pomkure paborar Ha HedOpMaUTHH, HEPETUCTPUPAHU,
IIPUBPEMEHU W CE30HCKH paboTH INTO IMPUIOHECYBa 3a

HUBHA BUJJIUBOCT ¥ PAHJIMBOCT >

ITocsetHOTO TEPEHCKO UCTPAXKyBambe IOKaXa Jieka 63%
oz Pomkute Bo Cpbuja Ha BO3pacT of 25 /10 54 TOAUHU
ce HeBpabOTeHH, HACHPOTH 21% o MaxkuTe Pomu Ha
HCTa BO3PAcCT, U 18% o7 *KeHuTe 07 He-pOMCKO IIOTEKJIO
Ha ucTa Bo3pacrt.>® Bo Ilpua I'opa, mpoueHToT 3a ucrara
Bo3pacHa rpymna Oeme 61% HeBpaboreHu Pomkwm, 36%
HeBpaboTeHn Maku Pomu, 11 22% HeBpaOOTEHU KEHU Of]
He-POMCKO IOTEKJIO KOH kuBeat 6y 10 Pomure.*”

MHory PoMku He MOXKaT J]a HajaaT BpaboTyBame OujiejKu
UM HezocTacyBa dopMmasiHO obpa3oBanue. Cemak, u
MHO3UHCTBOTO POMKM KOU MMaaT CpeIHO B BUCOKO 00-
pa3oBaHME HMMAaaT OTPOMHU TEIIKOTHH IIPU HaOrame
BpabOTyBame, HajuecTo MOpajy pacHa AUCKPUMUHALIN-
ja. Pomxka o CpOuja packakyBaiile Bp3 OCHOBA Ha Hej3H-
HOTO HCKYCTBO, Kako PomMkuTe kKou ru mpebpomyBaat
CHUTe IIpeNpeKy MOCTaBeH! Of HUBHUTE CEMEjCTBA U OC-
TAHATHUOT JIeJI O] OIIIITECTBOTO ¥ KOHEYHO Ce CTEKHYBaaT
CO aKa/ieMCKa JUIUIOMAa, HUKOTAIll He MOXKaT /1a HajaaT
COOIBETHO pabOTHO MecTOo; HacraBHUIUTe Pomu He
MOJKaT /1a paboTaT BO TPAaJIMHKY WJIH YIIUTUINTA OU/ejku
ce JKUTocaHMU Kako Pomu, a mkosickara ympasa HeMa /1a
UM MOHYZY paboTa O6uJiejku cTpaByBa JIeKa POJUTETUTE
HeMa Jla UM JI03BOJIaT Ha HUBHUTE Jienia 1a buaat obpa-
syBanu oj Pomu.*® Miasa Pomka (ppusepka ce moxkanu
Jleka ¥ Omiia JI03BOJIEHA €JUHCTBEHO €/THOMECEUHa He-

“Roma women face prejudice in hiring, promotion and sala-
ry. Moreover, many Roma women remain entirely excluded
from the formal economy, constrained by limited educatio-
nal opportunities, inadequate housing, poor healthcare, tra-
ditional gender roles and general marginalization from the
majority communities. [...] Roma women’s work in informal,
non-registered, temporary and seasonal jobs contributes to
their visibility and vulnerability.”*

A recent survey showed that 63% of Romani women
aged between twenty-five and fifty-four in Serbia are un-
employed, compared to 21% for Romani men of the same
age, and 18% of non-Romani women of the same age.*
In Montenegro, the percentages for the same age group
were 61% unemployed Romani women, 36% unem-
ployed Romani men, and 22% unemployed non-Romani
women living in close proximity to Roma.*”

Many Romani women cannot find employment because
they lack formal education. However, the majority of
Romani women who have even secondary or tertiary
education have enormous difficulties finding employ-
ment, mostly because of racial discrimination. A Romani
woman in Serbia spoke, based on her own experience, of
how Romani women who pass all the obstacles posed by
both their families and the non-Romani society finally
get an academic degree, they can never find an adequate
workplace; Romani teachers cannot work in kindergar-
tens or schools because they are stigmatised as Roma,
and school authorities will not give them jobs because
they fear the parents would not allow their children to
be taught by Roma.*® A young Romani hairdresser com-
plained how she is only allowed to do unpaid one-month
apprenticeships; once she was told how some customers
do not like having their hair done by her.*

:
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IJIaTeHA IIpaKca OTKAKO U OMJIO KayKaHO JIeKa OJ[pe/IeHHI
MYIITEPHU HE CAaKaaT Taa Jia UM ja ypeayBa Kocarta.*

Onme PomMku mrTo ce BpaboTHJIE YECTO Ce IPHUCHIEHU
Jla paboTaT moBeKe OTKOJIKY HUBHUTE KOJIETH KOU He
ce Pomu.?° Pacuara 3y0ynorpe6a o7 crpana Ha paboTo-
JIaBIIUITE € MCTO TaKa BOOOMYAaEHa, KAKO IITO € CIy4IajoT
Ha etHa PoMka o1 Cp6uja, Koja Hej3UHHUOT IPETIIOCTaBEH
MIOCTOjaHO ja HapeKyBa ,JacmuHa Ilurankara“.®’ Hexou
Pomku ce coodyBaaT co AMCKpPUMUHALMja O CTpaHA
Ha MyILITepUHUTe, KaKo IpojiaBaukata Pomka oz LlpHa
T'opa koja foxuBeasia CUTyallUd KOra MYIITEPUU KOU
He ce Pomu ozi6mBaar fa 3emat jieb o7 HEj3HHUTE palle;
O6uaejku OpOjoT HA MYIITEPUU Ce HAMaJIHUJI OTKAaKO Taa
6wta BpaboTeHa BO CylepMapKeToT, Taa uzbpaia Jia ja
HamyITu paborara.>

IMopasmu  ropeHaBeZileHUTE  OKOJHOCTH  INTO  TO
OIIKpY»KyBaaT BpaboTyBameTo Ha Pomkute, MHOTY Of
HUB OapaaTt pabota Bo HedOpMasIHUOT ceKTop. IIoB-
TOPHO, IIOPaJyl HeperucTpupaHara pabora, Pomkure o
XpBaTtcka, Ha IpUMep, PU3UKYyBaaT JeraTa Jia uM ouiar
0J13€MEeHH 07 COLMjaTHUTE PAOOTHUIIH, TIOPAJY TOA IIITO
HeMaaTr HauuH /1a 06e30e1at obunujaasno npudaTiuBu
JIOKYMEHTH 33 HUBHUOT IIPUXO/T X OTTAMy Ce CMeTaaT 3a
HecrocoOHU /1a ce TPHzKaT 3a CBOUTE Jera.>

2.4. CiiaHb6eHu ycnosu

IToBekeTo pomcku Hacesibu Bo Jyroucrouna EBpora ce
WerajHU U MOJICTaHJAp/HU, UM HeJlocTacyBa BOJa, a
YecToO U PefIOBEH JO0TOK Ha eHepruja. McrpakyBamara
CIIPOBEJIEHU BO JIOITHUTE 1990-TH MOTBPAMja fieka 46,6%
npoueHTu ox Pomure ox Pomanuja mMaaT ToaseT HaI-
BOp OJ IOMOBUTE U 34,8% BOOMIIITO HEMAAT; CJINYHO
u Bo byrapwuja, 27,7% ox Pomure umasie yemmu Haj-
BOp o7 IoMOBUTE.>* 32 MeJIMOT PErvOH, UMa MOJATOIU

Those Romani women that secure employment are
commonly asked to work harder than non-Romani co-
lleagues.®° Racial abuse on the part of employers is also
common, as was the case of a Romani woman in Serbia
who was regularly addressed as “Jasmina the Gypsy” by
her supervisor.** Some Romani women face discrimina-
tion from customers, like a Romani saleswoman in Mon-
tenegro who experienced situations where non-Romani
customers refused to take bread from her hands; as the
number of customers declined since she was employed
in the supermarket, she chose to leave her job.3

The abovementioned circumstances surrounding the
employment of Romani women make many of them seek
work in the informal sector. Yet, because of unregistered
work, Romani women in Croatia, for instance, risk ha-
ving their children taken away by social workers, as they
have no means of providing officially-acceptable docu-
ments on their income and are thus considered incapa-
ble of caring for their children.?

2.4. Housing Conditions

Many Romani settlements in south-eastern Europe are
illegal and substandard, lacking running water and of-
ten lacking a regular power supply. Studies conducted
in late 1990s established that 46.6% of Romanian Roma
had toilets outside their home and 34.8% had none at
all; similarly, in Bulgaria, as many as 27.7% of Roma had
taps outside their homes.?* All over the region, there are
records of cases of rat-infested poor Romani settlements
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3a CJIyd4ad HAa MHBA3Wja O] CTABOPH U HANAJU HAJI JIyre
BO CHpPOMAIITHUTE POMCKH Hacesibu; Bo I'pruja, Pomka
aKTUBHCTKA CBejlouellle Jleka Oniia KacHaTa o7 CTaBOP
nojeka cruesna.®

Pomure uecTo KuBeaT BO HAceJ0OU IITO ce Haoraar Ha
ONIACHU JIOKAIlMHM, HAJjUeCcCTO 3aroa IITO TOA Ce €IvH-
CTBEHUTE MecCTa KaJelTo OM UM OWJIO O3BOJIEHO Ja
»kuBeat. by Xepakieja, rpaz Bo ['pumja, 1Be Majku
Pomku ru m3ryOuja cBOUTE Jella KOW ce yAaBHJIE BO
MOeMHEYHN WHIHUJEHTH BO Heobe30e/leHuTe Wpura-
IMOHU KaHAJIM BO OKOJIMHATA HAa HUBHUTE JOMOBH.3°
MHoOry pOMCKH Hacesj0u ce JIOIMPAaHW Ha MeCTa CO
HajJI0111a KUBOTHA CPEIMHA, IIITO HECOMHEHO T'0 3arpo-
3yBa 371paBjeTo Ha xwutenute.”’” Bo KocoBo, Ha nmpumep,
Oerre MOAMTHAT KaMII 32 BHATPEITHO pacesieHu Pomu BO
OsIM3WHA HA MECTOTO 3a OTHaj Ha OJINCKHOT PYAHUK 32
0JI0BO. J/leTaHUTE W3BENITAaW ajlapMHpaa 32 BHCOKOTO
HHBO Ha 0JIOBO BO KPBTa Kaj YWIEHOBUTE HA 3a€HUIATA,
IIITO MOXKe /1a Oujie MPpUYMHA 32 CEPUO3HO HAPYIITyBakkhe
Ha 3/paBjeTO Ha Jenara U ocobeHo Ha OpeMeHUTe
xeHn.® Yinre npes equa roguna, CBeTckaTa 37ipaBCTBe-
Ha OpraHu3aliyja mperopava gerara u OpeMeHuTe JKeHU
Jla ce TIpeHecaT Ha 1mobe30eHH JIOKAIUH; 10 JyHU 2005,
JIOKaJIHUTE U MelyHapOJHUTE BJIACTU CE€ YIITe HeMaa
MPe3eMEeHO0 aKIlfja BO Taa CMHUCJIA.

MHuory Pomu >kuBeaT mo/1 IIOCTOjaH MIPUTHUCOK OJT UCETY-
Bame O/ JJOMOBUTE, IITO IMPETCTAByBa HCKJIyYUTETHO
mpobJieMaTHYHA CUTyallFja 3a IOMaKWHCTBATa IITO TH
BozaT >keHu. CamoxpaHa Majka PoMka, koja ja cpeTHaB
Bo PomaHmja, HE MOXKellle /1a ja MJIaTH HUCKAaTa KUPHU-
ja 3a HUBHHOT €THOCOOEH CTaH O/ CKDOMHHUOT IIPHUXOJ
O/l JIETCKUOT JIOZIaTOK M JIeTHA Ce30HCKa paboTa; Taa
’KUBeellle BO IIOCTOjaH CTPaB JleKa COIICTBEHHUIIUTe Ha
3rpaziata ke ru ucdpsaT Hea U HEj3UHHUTE JleTa Ha YIIu-
na.’

and the attack, by rats, on humans; in Greece, a Romani
woman activist testified how she was bitten on her head
by a rat while sleeping.*

Roma often live in settlements placed in dangerous loca-
tions, often as these are the only places where they would
be allowed to live. Near the town of Herakleia in Greece,
two Romani mothers lost children in separate incidents
as they drowned in the unfenced irrigation channel in
the vicinity of their homes.?* Many Romani settlements
are located in areas with the worst environmental con-
ditions, which undisputedly endangers the health of its
inhabitants.?” In Kosovo, for instance, a camp for in-
ternally displaced Roma was built near a waste site of a
nearby lead mine. Reports detail alarmingly high blood
lead levels in the community, which can be a cause for
serious damage to the health of children and pregnant
women in particular.?® As much as a year ago, the World
Health Organization recommended moving children and
pregnant women to a safer location; as of June 2005, the
local and international authorities still took no action in
this respect.

Many Roma live under constant threat of eviction, and
this is an exceptionally difficult situation for female-
headed households. A single Romani mother met in Ro-
mania could not pay the meagre rent for their one-room
flat from their modest income of child support and sea-
sonal work in the summer; she lived in constant fear that
she and her children would be thrown out into the street
by the building’s owners.**

’II



Tatjana Peric¢ At the Crossroads: Human Rights of Romani Women in South East Europe

Co cnenuduuHy mpamama Ha JOMyBame ce Cyaupaar
PomuTre Kom ru HamylITWIe CBOMTE MMOTH KOra W3-
Oerasie of; pernoHUTe 3adaTeHU OJf BOOPYKEHH KOH-
¢uktu. Bo bocHa, Pomure moBpaTHUIU HA MecTaTa
BO KOU JKHBeeJie IIpeJi BojHATa ce CO0YyBaaT co 0COOeHU
TEIIKOTHY IIPX BpPaKambeTo Ha HUBHUTE JIOMOBU U UMO-
Ti.*° OBOj MpOIIEC € TTOTEXKOK 3a CeMejCTBATa IITO TH BO-
zat )keHu. Pomka, unja kyka Bo rpazor bjenuHa e cera
3aroce/iHaTa O/ CPIICKO €THUYKO CEMEJCTBO, TO 3aMOJIU
CEMEJCTBOTO /1A M JIO3BOJIM Hej3e U Ha HEj3UHUTE Jera
Jla ’KBeaT BO MJIMOT aM0ap IITO TPaHUYH CcO KyKara,
KaJle cera ceMejcTBOTO I'Ml UyBa CBUIbUTE; Oea 0[0MeH.
CemejcTBOTO, KOHEUHO, CeJlyM Mecely IIO/IOIHA, Celak
ce HceJd O/1 KyKkaTa OCTaBajKH ja KOMILIETHO JIEMOJIU-
paHa, 6e3 MebeJt 1 TOKyKHHHA. "

2.5. 3gpasciigseHa 3awitiuitia

Mnuory Pomku Bo pernoHoT Ha JyroucrouyHa Espomna
OCTaHyBaaT HCKJIy4eHU O CHUCTeMOT Ha 3/paBCTBEHA
3allTUTA, WIN 3apaJy TOA LITO He UCIIOJIHyBaaT yCJI0BU
3a 3/IpaBCTBeHA 3aIITUTA, WU IOPaJX JUCKPUMUHATOD-
CKHOT TPETMaH O/], JOKTOPUTE U MEeJIULINHCKUTE CECTPH.
ITonexoram mocTon ¥ IpakTHUKa Ha pacHa cerperamuja
BO MeIULIMHCKUTe ycTaHOBU: Bo Byrapuja, Bo codpuckure
60s1HUITM, POMKHUTE HAaBOJIHO 'l cMecTyBaaT BO IToceOHH,
»,co0u 3a PoMu“, ka/ie XUTHEHCKUTE CTaHAAP/IU Ce IOHU-
CKU OTKOJIKYy OHUE BO JIpYyTUTe cobu, U KaJie BO 3UMa He
ce 06e36e/yBa rpeeme.

ITonexoram uTHaTa notpeba o] MeIUIIUHCKN TPETMaH
r'u npucwiyBa PoMkuTe /1a mpaBaT HEBOOOMYAEeHN KOM-
npomucu. Ha nmpumep, muaga Pomka Bo Bocua Gere
II0/IJIETHATa Ha ollepaliyja Ha BpaToT U €O OIJIeJl Ha Toa
IITO HeMallle 3/PABCTBEHO OCHUTypyBame OOJHHUYKATA
ympasa ¥ nobapa Jja iaTu 500 eBpa 3a TpeTMaHoT. Taa
Oerrre oTmymTeHa oz 6oaHUNIATa 6€3 Ja I1aTH, HO Hej3U-

Specific housing issues affect Roma who left their pro-
perty as they fled armed conflict-affected areas. In
Bosnia, Romani returnees to the areas they had lived
in before the war face enormous difficulties in getting
their houses and property back.** This process is more
difficult for women-headed families. A Romani woman
whose house in the town of Bijeljina is occupied by an
ethnic Serbian family asked the family to allow her and
her children to live in a small shed adjacent to the house,
where the family now keeps the pigs; they were refused.
The family finally moved out of the house seven months
later, yet leaving the house completely demolished and
without furniture and appliances.*

2.5. Health Care

Many Romani women in the south-east European region
remain excluded from the health care system, either be-
cause they are not eligible for health care, or because
of the discriminatory treatment by doctors and nurses.
Sometimes there is even practice of racial segregation
in medical institutions: In Bulgaria, Romani women
alleged being placed in special “Roma wards” in Sofia
hospitals, where hygienic standards were lower than in
the other rooms, and where heating was not provided in
winter time.*

Sometimes the urgency of medical treatment forces Rom-
ani women to make unusual compromises. For instance,
a young Romani woman in Bosnia underwent neck sur-
gery, and as she was not covered by health insurance the
hospital authorities requested her to pay over 500 EUR
for her treatment. She was dismissed from the hospital
without paying, but her ID was kept as a voucher that she
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HaTa JIMYHa KapTa Oellre 3a/ip;kaHa KaKo rapaHIiija AeKka
Ke ja IJ1aTh CMETKaTa; IIecT MEeCEIH ITO/I0IHA, MJIaiaTa
’KeHa Ce yIIITe ja HeMa CBojaTa JIMYHa KapTa, a Co OrJIe]
Ha (pMHAHCHCKAaTa CHTyallja Ha HEJ3UHOTO CEMEjCTBO,
HeMa H3IJIEIH JIeKa BO CKOPO BpeMe Ke MOJKe Jia ja Iia-
TH OOJTHUYKATa CMeTKa.*

EnHo ucrpakyBaibe cripoBezieHO Bo ['pruja, ®paniuja
u [[Imanuja Bo 1998-2000 MoKaska JieKa Ha 65 MPOIeH-
T 07 POMKHTE UM HeJIOCTacyBa KOHTpAIIENIIHja, JeKa
CTpajiaaT o1 roJjieM Opoj CIIOHTaHU aOOPTYCH, U ieKa CTall-
KaTa Ha CMPTHOCT Kaj /lellaTa 1 Ha HOBOPOJEHYHbATa €
OCyM IaTH IIOBUCOKA O/ OHUE Kaj OCTaHATaTa MOy IaIi-
ja.** KoHTpalenTUBHUTE allYniba, Ha IPUMED, Ce CMeTa-
aT (pMHAHCHUCKHU HeJIOCTAaIHU 3a PoMKuTe BO XPBaTCKAa,
JT0JleKa IieHaTa Ha abopTYCOT YeCcTO ja JOCTUTHYBA BHU-
CMHATa Ha IMPOCEYHA IUlaTa U He BKJIy4YyBa HUKaKBa
IIOMOIIl WJIN COBeTyBame.*> Bpemenute PoMKu peTko
Gapar coBeT O/1 JIeKapH, U BO HEKOH CJIyyau MpUYNHATA
€ IIITO TPIAT BeEpOATHO 3JI0CTaByBakhe U MOHUKYBAhE OFf
MEIUIMHCKUOT TepcoHasi. TakBo Gellle MCKYCTBOTO Ha
Pomka oy Byrapuja koja ce mokasu Kaj CBOjOT JJOKTOD
Pom geka i1 6wiia yapeHa IUIaKaHUIIA KOTa ce Omupasa
Ha OOJTHOTO UCIIUTYBakbe HAIIPABEHO OJi CTPAHA HA Me-
JUIUHApU Kou He Ouse Povu.*®

Ce ynHU BOOOHMYAEHO 32 PETHOHOT €IMHULIMTE 3a Op3a
IIOMOIII JIa O/I0HjaT Aa JA0jaaT BO POMCKUTE Haceou. Bo
eZieH ciydaj Bo XpBaTCKa, OTKAKO JIOKAJHATa €UHHUIIA
3a Op3a IOMOII O/I0MJIa JIa ¥ IIOMOTHE Ha efHa OpeMe-
Ha PoMka, HejauHOTO 6ebe 6o MpTBO pozaeHo.” Vero
TaKa, MMOCTOM 3arpHKEHOCT MOPajgyd HEeAOCTATOKOT Of
BHHUMaHIe KOH POMKHTE IIITO ce mmoparaaT Bo OOJTHUIIM-
tTe. MuHaTara eceH /ie PoMmku Bo Byrapuja nmounHaa mop,
OKOJIHOCTH IIITO YKa)KyBaa JieKa MeIUI[HHCKHUOT IepPCo-
HaJI He TH TPETHPAaJ COOABETHO M JieKa PACHOTO IOTEKJIO
HAa JKEHUTE IIPUOHENIO0 32 HerpuxkaTa.*®

would cover the bill; six months later, the young woman
still did not have her ID, and bearing in mind her fami-
ly’s financial situation, she is unlikely to be able to pay
the hospital bill any time soon.*

A study conducted in Greece, France and Spain in 1998-
2000 showed that 65 per cent of Romani women lack
contraception, that they suffer from a high number of
natural abortions, and that the rates of child mortality
and neo-natal mortality are eight times higher than that
of the general non-Romani population.** Contraceptive
pills are considered to be far beyond the financial means
of Romani women in Croatia, for instance, while the cost
of an abortion reportedly reaches the amount of an ave-
rage salary and does not include any support or coun-
selling.#* Pregnant Romani women rarely seek advice
from doctors, and in some cases it is because of verbal
abuse and humiliation they suffer from the medical staff.
Such was the experience of a Romani woman in Bulgaria
who testified to her Romani male MD that she was even
slapped in the face when she resisted her painful exami-
nation by non-Romani staff.+

It appears a common occurrence in the region that
medical emergency teams refuse to come to Romani
settlements. In a case in Croatia, after the local ambu-
lance teams refused to provide assistance to a pregnant
Romani woman seeking help, her baby was stillborn.*
There have also been concerns of the lack of attention
given to Romani women giving birth in hospitals, and
last autumn two Romani women died in Bulgaria under
circumstances that indicate that the medical personnel
did not treat them adequately and that the women’s ra-
cial background contributed to the neglect.*®

:



Tatjana Peric At the Crossroads: Human Rights of Romani Women in South East Europe

OO6uuTE IITO T IIPaBaT POMCKHUTE U APYTUTE OpPraHu3a-
I[UU 32 TI0Z00pyBame Ha PENPOAYKTHBHOTO 3/IpaBje Kaj
PomkuTe mOHEKOTall HaWyBaaT Ha >KECTOK OTIOP Of
KOH3€PBAaTUBHUOT OJIOK Ha 3aeqHunara. IloHekorarr
MaKUTe U TIapTHEPUTE UM 3a0paHyBaaT Ha KEHUTE Jia
[IOCeTYBaaT pabOTWIHHUIM 32 PENPOAYKTUBHO 37IpaBje,
JIypHY Ml KOTa THe Ce OPTaHU3UPaHU 0f] POMKU aKTHUBHUCT-
ku.* Bo IlpHa ['opa, MamkuTe poMCKH JIUJIEPU OApsKaa
nporectu npotuB OBCE u YHXIIP, TBpaejku seka
OBHE€ areHIud WHHUIMPAaT IMPOEKTH IITO T'd HaBpemdy-
BaaT Pomure. Bo 0BOj KOHTEKCT ce U 300pOBUTE HA
e/leH aKTUBWCT, ,Hue (PoMuTe) nMame Hala KyJatypa u
TpaJUIlFja KOjallTo APYTUTE HE MOXKAT J1a ja pa3bepar.
Tue He MOXKaT /1a ce MellaaT BO TOA JIaJIu jac Ke CIHjaM
WIX HEe CO MojaTa keHa. HeBjaJuHWUTE OpraHU3aINH
MUIIYBaaT MPOEKTH BO uMe Ha Pomure 3a fja ' Hay4aT
HAIIINTE JIEBOjYHbA /1A Ce TPHIKAT 3a ceOe U /1a He OCTaHYy-
Baat GpeMeHH, KaKo Jla KOpUCTAT KOHAOMHU. PoureuTe
ce IIPOTUB TaKBHUTE PAOOTHWIHHUIU.“° J[pyT I[PHOTOPCKHU
aKTHBUCT, IIOBTOPHO Ma’K, /T0/IaJle JleKa BO MMe Ha CIia-
coT Ha PomuTe ce mpe3eHTHpaaT CpaMHH JiaTH ,,3a Pom-
KHUTE Jla HeMaar Jiella, a MayKUTe /1a CTaHAT CTEPHIHU. ‘>
MefyBiauHUTe OPTaHU3AIUNA T OT(pPJIHja BaKBUTE
TBpZEha.

2.6. Hacunciuso Hag PomKuitie

Husz nennor peruoH, KeHUTe U Makute Pomu ce
’KPTBU Ha TIOJIMIIMCKA 3JI0CTaByBame. Ha mpumep, BO
MIOCJIETHUBE TOAUHU Oea PETMCTPUPAHU TPU CIydyad Ha
MTOJIMITUCKO HACHUJICTBO Haj O6pemeHu Pomku Bo XpBat-
cka.”” Hekou 3aeHUIIN YECTO Ce MpeAMeT Ha HACHIHH
MIOJIUITUCKYA PaIliM, KOW JKEHUTE TH JIO’KMByBaaT Ha
cuenuduunu HaunHU. JKeHa ox I'piuja cBemoudeliie Ha
CJIEHUOB HAYNH:

The efforts made by Romani and non-Romani organiza-
tions to improve the reproductive health of Romani wom-
en sometimes meet fierce resistance from the conserva-
tive block within the community. Sometimes husbands
and partners prevent women from attending workshops
on reproductive health, even when those were organized
by Romani women activists.* In Montenegro, male Rom-
ani leaders staged protests against OSCE and UNHCR
claiming that these agencies initiate projects that insult
Roma. In the words of one of the activists in question,
“We [Roma] have our culture and tradition that others
cannot understand. They cannot interfere whether I will
sleep with my wife or not. NGOs write projects on behalf
of Roma so that they will teach our girls to take care of
themselves and not get pregnant, how they can use con-
doms. Parents are against such workshops.”™ Another
Montenegrin activist, male again, added how shameful
lies are presented as salvation for Roma, “so that Rom-
ani women do not have children, and that men become
sterile.”* The intergovernmental organizations have re-
fused these claims.

2.6. Violence against Romani Women

All around the region, Romani women and men fall vic-
tims to police abuse. For instance, three cases of police
violence against pregnant Romani women were regis-
tered in Croatia in recent years.>* Some communities are
often subjected to abusive police raids, which women ex-
perience in specific ways. One woman in Greece testified
in the following way:
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s IloyuIyjaTa] ICKpIIX MaIINHA 32 ITUEhe, YHUIITH YUHUH
Y Yalllk ¥ UCTYypH Ha 3eM]ja TPU roJIEMHU KyTHU HHCTAHT Kade.
OTBOpHUja IMMEHKH Off ‘KOKa KoJjIa U ja UCIIPa3HUja HUBHATA
COZPPKUHA Ha HAIIUTE JININTA U keOuiba. >

Pomka on PomaHwuja 300pyBaiie 3a KO3METHUYKHU IIPO-
MEHH BO OJIHECYBAHETO Ha IOJIMIIMjaTa: Jjo/ieka Iopa-
HO 0OMYHO Oellle cIydaj MOoJIUIMjaTa HaCUJIHO Jja yrara
BO ZIoMOBHTe Ha Pomure 3a BpeMe Ha palnuw, cera THE
TPOIIaaT Ha BpPaTUTe, U JIOKOJIKY BpaTHUTe HE ce OTBOPAT,
MoJTMIIMjaTa BeHAII 0O0MBa, BO ceKoj ciaydaj.>* Miim, 3a
BpeMe Ha HACWJIHA IOJIMIMCKA paIlyja BO poMcKa Ha-
cesba 63y AtunHa Bo I'pnmja, monmeka mutaza Pomka
ce Karreme Bo 6amara, MoJIUIUjaTa BiIe3e BO HEej3UHUOT
JIOM M BUKalle jieka Tpebayo ia ussese HagBop. Kora
Taa OJIFOBOPUJIA JIeKa BeJHAII Ke M3JIe3e U 3arovyHasa
Jia ce obJieKkyBa, MMOIUIIMjaTa ja obua BpaTaTa U ce 3a-
KaHWIa JleKa Ke ja cuiayBa. /leBojkara Ouwsa ofBezeHa
BO JIpyra Kyka, Kajie IITo OWja ImpeTpecyBaHa OJf MKEH-
CKU CJIy>KOEHUUYKY, HO, HA MeCTO KaJie IIITO ce IJIEAII0
o/l Ha/1Bop. TakBMOT TpeTMaH HAIPaBU JIeBOjKaTa Jia ce
YyBCTBYBA ,,MOIIIHE 3aCpaMeHO".%

Hcro Taka, PomkuTe 6ea ;KpTBU Ha CEKCYaTHO HACHUJICTBO
3a BpeMe Ha BOOPYKEeHUTe KOH(MJINKTHA BO PETMOHOT HA
nopaderHa Jyrociasuja. Bo bocaa u Xepuerosuna, Ha
npuMep, PoMKHTe aKTUBUCTKYM 300pyBaaT 3a CIyyau Ha
KUJTHATIMPamhe U CEKCyaTHA eKcIIoaTanyja Ha Pomkure,
Y 3a cJIyyau Ha CHTyBarbe Ha POMKM 071 cTpaHa Ha MaXKu
kou He 6ea Pomu, ry1aBHO GOpIIM, BO BOjHAaTa 1992-1995.5
3abesexxanu 6ea u cyyau kaze 60piu ko He 6ea Pomu
cwiyBaa PoOMKU mpej, HUBHUTE CONPY3U U WIEHOBHU HA
ceMejcTBOTO.” CIIOpe]T Ka’kyBamara, Kako pe3yJsTaT Ha
TOa, POMKHTE JXKPTBH Ha CEKCYaJIHO HACHUJICTBO UYECTO
JoXuByBaaT ordpiame of 3aeguunara.’® Ha Kocoso,
MeryHapoOJHaTa 3aeJlHUIA TM OCTaBH He3abesekaHHU
3JI0CTOpCTBaTa MPOTUB POMKUTE, a TOpaju CTPABOT 1A
He OUJIaT Mpe3upaHy O/ HUBHATA 3aeIHUIA, PoMKuTeE ce

“[The police] had broken a sewing machine, smashed plates
and glasses and emptied onto the ground three large con-
tainers of instant coffee. They opened Coke cans and emp-
tied the contents on our clothes and blanket.”>

A Romani woman in Romania spoke of a cosmetic
change in police behaviour: while earlier it was the case
that police would regularly violently break into Roma
houses during raids, now they would knock on doors, yet
if the doors would not be opened immediately the police
would break it down anyway.>* Or, during an abusive po-
lice raid on a Romani settlement near Athens in Greece,
a young Romani woman was taking a bath when officers
came to her house and shouted that she should come out.
As she replied that she would be out immediately and
started getting dressed, the officers broke into the house
and threatened to rape her. The girl was then taken to
another house, where she was searched by female offic-
ers but in a space that was visible from the outside. The
treatment made the girl feel “very ashamed.”>>

Romani women were victims of sexual violence during
the armed conflicts in the region of the former Yugoslavia
as well. In Bosnia and Herzegovina, for instance, Roma-
ni activists spoke on cases of abduction and consequent
sexual exploitation of Romani women, and also cases
of rape of Romani women by non-Romani men, mainly
combatants, in the 1992-1995 war.5® Cases have been re-
corded where non-Romani combatants raped Romani
women in front of their husbands and family members.*”
Romani women victims of sexual violence reportedly
also often experience rejection from their communities
as a consequence.’® In Kosovo, the international com-
munity left crimes against Romani women unnoticed,
and because of the fear of being despised by their com-
munities, Romani women themselves fear taking these

’II



142

Tatjana Peric At the Crossroads: Human Rights of Romani Women in South East Europe

ILJIaIaT BAKBUTE CJIyUau Jia U u3HecatT npej cya.>® Oape-
JIEHU M3BECTyBarba 3a CEKCyaJIHU 3JIOCTOPCTBA IIPOTHUB
Pomku of1 BpeMeTo Ha 0BOj KOHGIIUKT O6ea coOpaHu of
CTpaHa Ha OpraHu3alifjata 3a YOBEKOBH IIpaBa, XyMaHMU-
TapeH mpaseH nenrap oz Benrpaa.® locera uma camo
e/ZleH CJIyJaj Ha MOJAHEeCEHO OOBUHEHUE 32 BOEHH 3JI0C-
TOPCTBA IIITO BKJIy4yBallle ¥ CEKCYaJTHO HACHUJICTBO HAJT
Pomku. Bo janyapu 2005, JaBHHOT 0OBUHUTEJT 32 BOEHHU
3socroperBa Bo besrpaz, Cpbuja, mojsiHece 0OBUHEHME
MpOTUB eTHUYKH Asibanen oa KocoBo 3a BoeHU 3j10C-
TOPCTBA CTOPEHH BO JyHH 1999 BO OINIITHHATA |'akOBH-
1a. PoMmcka cBasibeHa MOBOpKa MUHYBAllle TOKPaj mmapa-
MUIJIMTAaHTHA KOHTPOJIHA CTAaHUIA, Kora Oellle compeHa
oZ eTHHYKH Anbauuu. EquHaeceT JuIia of IIoBOpKaTa
Oea ozBeJieHN: 310ymoTpebaTa pe3yITHpAIlle CO YeTUPH
yOMCTBa, CUIyBatbe U Madyeme.*

PomkuTe ce, UCTO Taka, KPTBH HA JOMAIIHO HACHJI-
CTBO, W €J[HA O] IPEUKUTE CO KOja ce coouyBaar Pom-
KHUTE aKTUBUCTKHU BO cBOjaTa pabora Bo 6bopbara mpoTuB
JIOMAIITHOTO HACHUJICTBO € IIOPEKHYBabhe Ha HACUJICTBOTO
BOOIIIIITO, WJIM HA HETOBUOT BUCTUHCKHU 06eM. Kora enHa
rpyrna POMKU akTHUBUCTKHU ce cobpa 3a /ia ce MOATOTBU
3a yuecTBO Ha CBeTcKaTa KOH(epeHI[hja TPOTUB PACHU3-
MoT Bo /lypbaH, cakalie /a r'd MOTEHIIUpaA MpaliambaTa
3a HeI0OPOBOJIHATA CTEPUIIN3AIMja, HEBpAOOTEeHOCTa 1
HACHJICTBOTO Hajl *KeHute. Cenak, HUBHUTE MAIIKH KO-
JIETH OJI TpyIaTa J03BOJIMja /Ia Ce pacipaBa eInHCTBe-
HO 3a MPAIakeTO Ha CTEPUIIU3AIMjA U TOA CAMO IIPEKY
acrekTor Ha pacaTa.®® Kora eieH Malllku KoJjiera mpuro-
BOPH JIeKa HaCHJICTBOTO HaJl JKEHUTE ,,He OMJI0 3HAUAjHO
mpariame”, akTuBUCTKa o Cpbuja My ce CIPOTHBCTaBU
co hakToT JleKa peuricu 95% o PomkuTe co Kou paboTu
UCKyCUJIe HACUJICTBO BO ceMejcTBOTO0.* IlopekHyBame
Ha JIOMAIITHOTO HACUJICTBO € UCTO TaKa IIPUCYTHO TOMeTry
Hekou PoMku. ,,i3pacHaTH cMe KaKo Ce YIIITE Ja ;JKUBeeMe
BO OCMaHJIMCKO BpeMe!“, mpoTecTHpallle eiHa TEPEHCKA

cases to courts.®® Some accounts of sexual crimes against
Romani women in this conflict were collected by the hu-
man rights organization Humanitarian Law Centre in
Belgrade.®® So far there has been only a single instance
where charges have been pressed for war crimes that
included sexual violence against Romani women. In
January 2005, the War Crimes Prosecutor in Belgrade,
Serbia, pressed charges against an ethnic Albanian man
from Kosovo for war crimes committed in June 1999 in
the Djakovica/Djakove municipality. A Romani wedding
party was passing a paramilitary check point when they
were stopped by ethnic Albanians. Eleven persons from
the party were taken away; the abuse that ensued includ-
ed four murders, rape and torture.*

Romani women are also victims of domestic violence,
and one of the obstacles that Romani women activists
face in their work combating domestic violence is the de-
nial of violence generally, or its accurate extent. When a
group of Romani activists gathered to prepare for par-
ticipation in the World Conference Against Racism in
Durban, Romani women activists wanted to highlight
issues of involuntary sterilization, unemployment, and
violence against women. However, their male colleagues
from the group allowed only for the sterilization issue
to be discussed, and through a race lens alone.®® As one
male colleague contented that violence against Romani
women was “not a big issue,” a woman activist from Ser-
bia contradicted him with the fact that almost 95% of
Romani women she worked with had experienced family
violence.® Denial of domestic violence is also present
among some Romani women. “We are brought up as if
we still lived in the Ottoman times!” a grassroots activist
exclaimed at a seminar.** A comparative analysis of do-
mestic violence against Romani and non-Romani wom-




Identities ) Journal for Politics, Gender, and Culture, Vol. 4, No. 1/2, Summer/Winter 2005

AKTMBMCTKA Ha ceMUHApOoT.** KoMmapaTtuBHa aHaiu3a
Ha JIOMAIIHOTO HACHUJICTBO HaJl POMKUTE U ApyTHTE 3KEHU
Ha [1o/ipavjeTo Ha 3eHUIIa ITOKaXKa IeKa O6pojoT Ha JKPTBHU
Ha HACUJICTBO € aJIADMAHTHO BHCOK BO JIBETe 3a€/IHUIH,
HAKO € Celak MMOBUCOK KOra craHyBa 360p 3a Pomwre.®
OBa ucTpakyBame HCTO TaKa IOTEHIHPAIIE U efleH 0C-
HOBeH acnekT: [lopagu MoIIHe 3HaYajHaTa KopeJanuja
noMery poZioT ¥ HACHJICTBOTO U BJIMjaHUETO HA PACHUOT
U KJIacHUOT (pakTop, PoMKkuTe ce BUCOKOpU3WYHA Irpyna
BO OBaa CMUCJIA - He Jieka PoMuTe Kako eTHHYKA rpyna
ce ITOBeKe CKJIOHH KOH JIOMAIITHOTO HACUJICTBO.

PoMKuTE JXPTBU Ha JIOMAIIIHO HACUJICTBO PETKO Oapaar
HajiBopelHa oMot Exna cpenoBeuna Pomka oy Cpou-
ja ro omwima oBoj mpobJIeM O CJIeTHUBE 300POBU:

»3HaM MHOTy POMKHM KOW ce JMCKPUMHHHDPAHH, 3JI0YIIO-
TpebEHU Off HUBHUTE CONIPYKHUIM U TEMaHH, UCTO TaKa.
OBue jXeHU OCTaHyBaaT BO Opak cO HUB OWejKu Hemaar
KaJle Zla Cce BpaTaT, THEe YECTO IO TOJIEPUPAAT TAKBUOT OpaK
mopagu fenata. [...JHajuecro ocraHyBaaT mopajgy cpamoT
o]l pa3Boi, 06MYHO ce 300pyBa JieKa pa3Be/leHATa JKEHA €
KypBa, CellaK, HUKOj He MpallyBa KakoB 61 OpakoT 3a Hea,
JlaJTV HEj3MHHUOT *KUBOT OWII BO oracHocT? Kayiam mTo HeMa
VHCTUTYIMH IITO OM UM IPY’KUJIEe TOMOII HA OBHE JKEHH Jja
ce n3bopat 3a HUBHUTE IIPaBa, U JOKOJKY IIOCTOjaT TAKBH,
He MHUCJIaM Jieka PoMkuTe ce nHOOPMUpPaHHU Kajle, KAKO U
KoMy 71a ce obparat.“®

Cemak, oHMe KEHU KOU 3HAaT Kajie Jjla ce obparar 3a
IIOMOIII ITOHEKOTAIl CE COOYyBaaT CO HCMeBambe, KaKo
eqHa Pomka oy CpOuja Ha Koja, KOra U NpHjaBHIa HA
MOJIMIIMjaTa CIy4aj Ha 3JI0CTaByBame O HEjSUHUOT CO-
IIPYT, ¥ OMJIO KaKaHO JIeKa IOKOJIKY ce OfHECYyBasIa KaKO
mTo TpeGa, Toa BOOIIITO He Ou ce ciyunio.” Baksure
CTaBOBH, KOMOWHHDAHH CO CTPaBOT OJ IIOJIMITUCKO
HACUJICTBO, OCTAaBAaaT MAJIKy IIPOCTOp Jia Ce Ipaliame
3omTo PoMKHTe He ce MOATOTBEHU Jja 00apaaT IOJIU-
I[MCKA 3aIITUTA.

en in the area of Zenica showed that numbers of victims
of violence were alarmingly high in both communities,
while it was still higher when it came to Roma.® This
research also emphasized a principal aspect: Because of
the important correlation between gender and violence,
and the influence of racial and class factors, Romani
women are a high group risk in this respect — not that
Roma, as an ethnic group, would be more prone to do-
mestic violence.

Romani women victims of domestic violence rarely seek
external assistance. One middle-aged Romani woman
from Serbia described the issue in following words:

“I know a lot of Romani women who are discriminated,
abused by their husband, beaten as well. These women stay
married to them because they have no place to go back to,
they often tolerate such a marriage for the sake of children.
[...] They mostly stay because it is a shame to get a divorce,
and usually it is said that a divorced woman is a whore, yet
nobody asks her how this marriage was for her, was her life
in danger? I am sorry that there are no institutions that could
help these women fight for their rights, and even though
there could be some I don’t think Romani women are in-
formed about where and how and to whom they could go.”®

However, those women who know where to seek help are
sometimes faced with ridicule, such as Serbian Romani
woman who reported her husband’s abuse to the police
and was in return told that, if she had behaved herself,
this would not have happened in the first place.®” Such
attitudes, combined with the fear of police violence,
leave little space for wondering why Romani women are
reluctant to seek police assistance.
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2.7. Tptosuja co PoMKu u pomcKku geya

AXTHBHCTHUTE O/ TIOJIETO HA TPrOBHjaTa CO JIyf'e CMeTaaT
JIeKa )KEHUTE U JIeBOjKUTe POMKY KOU )KMBeaT BO OIIIIITEC-
TBEHO 3aII0CTaBEHUTE 00J1aCTU Ce 0COOEHO U3JI0KEHH HA
PU3HK O]1 TPTOBHja CO JIyre:

»POMCKHTE TeTa U JIOKAI[UNTE CO BUCOKA KOHIIEHTPUPAHOCT
Ha Pomu akymynupaar ¢akTopu Ha PU3UK INTO 3HAYU-
TEJIHO ja 3TOJIEMyBaaT OMACHOCTA O TProBHja co Pomkw.
ConujasHUTE M €KOHOMCKUTE (DAKTOPH HA PUBUK BKIIYUY-
BaaT HEeBPAaOOTEHOCT, TEUIKOTUU IIPH BpabOTyBame, CHPO-
MaIlTHja, HUCKO HHUBO Ha oOpaszoBaHMe, mpudakame Ha
PpHU3UYHH BpabOTyBarba WU 3aBUCHOCT OJT IPOTA U AJTKOXOJI.
JloTIoOTHUTEIEH €THUYKUA U KYJITYpeH (PakTop Ha PHUBUK,
Kora craHyBa 360p 3a keHuTe ox Pomckara 3aemHuma, e
HUBHHUOT Pa3jIiueH OJTHOC KOH IpaBara Ha skeHute (Bitu,
1999; Hubschmannova 1999), opueHTHpaHOCTa, KOH
CeraIrHoCcTa 3roJeMeHnoT 6poj PoMu eMurpanTu u Ha Kpaj,
HO He W HajMaJKy BaXKHO, ‘er30TMYHOcTa’ Ha Pomkure 3a
MOTeHIMjaJIHUTe KymyBauu. OmIITaTa He3arno03HAeHOCT
Ha JKEHHUTE BO OIIITECTBEHO 3aIIOCTABEHUTE JIOKAIMU U
POMCKHUTE 3aeTHUIY 32 TPrOBHja CO JIyr'e € MOIIHe A1a60Ka,
IITO ce JOJDKU Ha (PAKTOT JeKa >KUTEJIUTe Ha 3aeTHUIA
TEMIKO ce WHGOPMHUpAAT, IITO IPETCTAByBa CEPHO3€H
¢dakrop Ha pU3UK.“*®

AxtuBucrure Pomu mpeaynpeayBaaT Jeka JAenata Of
yJIWIIAa UCTO TaKa ce I0J] PU3UK Ha TProBHja CO Jylre U
JleKa TProBIIMTE [JIABHO T'u 6bapaar JeBojunmbara.®

Hcro Taka, akTUBUCTHUTE TIPEIyIIPEyBaar JieKa TPTOBU-
jara co Jiyre 4ecTo ce Mellla CO MPOCTHUTYIIHja, IITO 3a
TPAIUIIMOHATHUTE POMCKH 3a€THUIN € HeNPUdaTINBO
¥ CpPaMHO U 3a jKeHaTa U 3a ceMejcTBoT0.”® OBa yKakyBa
Ha Tpo0JIeMOT Aeka PoMKHTE KO ce eKCIIoaTHpPaHU
O/l TPTOBIIUTE Ce 3aTEKHyBaaT BO CHUTyallMH Ja HeMaaT
HHUKaKBa 3allITUTa, HUTY O] 3aKOHOT, HUTY O/ HUBHATA
3aegHunara.”

2.7. Trafficking in Romani Women and Children

Activists in the field of trafficking consider Romani wo-
men and girls living in socially excluded areas as being
under particular risk of trafficking:

“In Roma ghettos and locations with high concentrations
of Romany, risk factors accumulate which significantly in-
crease the threat to Roma women from trafficking. Social
and economic risk factors include unemployment, employa-
bility challenges, poverty, low levels of education, and the
acceptability of unprotected employment or drug and al-
cohol addiction. Additional ethnic and cultural risk factors
pertinent to women among the Roma community include
their different attitude to women’s rights (Bitu, 1999; Hub-
schmannova 1999), orientation to the present, the growing
number of emigrating Romany and, last but not the least,
the ‘exoticism’ of the Roma women for potential purchasers.
The general ignorance of women concerning trafficking in
socially excluded locations and Roma communities is deep-
er, owing to the fact that the community inhabitants are dif-
ficult to inform, and this is a serious risk factor. “68

Romani activists warn that street children are also at risk
of being trafficked, and it is mainly girls that are sought
by traffickers.®

Activists also caution that trafficking is often mistaken
for prostitution, which is unacceptable for traditional
Romani communities, and shameful for both the woman
and the family.” This raises concerns that Romani wom-
en exploited by traffickers end up in situations where
they do not have the protection of either law or their
community.”
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Omur cTaB e fieka TpobeMoT co Tpropujata Ha Pomku
ce yImTe He JoOWBa COOZBETHO BHIMAaHUE HU OJf BJIaJIU-
HUTEe HU O] MelyBJIaJuHUTe MHCTUTYIMU.”> HeonamHua,
PomKuTe aKTUBUCTKU 32 YOBEKOBH IIpaBa I'M IOBHUKAaa
npxasute 1 HBO ,/1a MMIIEMEHTHPAAT MTOJTUTHKHY IITO
Ke T aipecupaar [...] TproBujaTa co Jiyfe U MIPOCTUTYIIH-
jara Ha HAYWH KOj ke OuJie UyBCTBUTEJIEH 32 COI[U]jaTHO
€KOHOMCKHUTe (aKTOpU U Ke BHUMABa J]a He TH 3aCHJIN
CTepeoTUIuTe ’> — MOCTPOTHOT OTHOC KOH TPrOBHjaTa co
Jiyfe 110 HUKOja IleHa He Ou Tpebasio Ja I'M ,II0TXpaHyBa
IIIUPOKO PACIPOCTPAHETUTE CTEPEOTUIIH 32 POMCKHOT
KpuMHHaIHATET.”* OBa € 071 0cOOEHO 3HAUEe, OHUIejKH
32 HOBHHAPUTE BO PETHOHOT € BOOOMYAEHO /1a ja 06esto-
JleHaT eTHHUYKaTa IIPUIIQJIHOCT HA JIMIaTa I[IOBP3aHU
CO TProBHja CO JIyfe WJIH APYT KPUMUHAJ JOKOJIKY Ce
Pomu.”

IIITo ce ofHECYBA /10 AMCKYCHUTE 32 KPIIEHETO Ha Y0Be-
KOBHTE IIpaBa BO POMCKHTE 3a€JHUIK U OMACHOCTA Of
HCKOPHUCTYBalbe Ha BAaKBUTE JMCKYCHH 3a 3ajaKHYBAIbe
Ha HeraTMBHUTEe crepeotunu, Ana Kapamany, uieHKa
Ha EBPOIICKHOT MapjiaMeHT, Ipeaypeau 1eKa MaIIuH-
CTBaTa He MO’Ke CEKOTAlIl /Ia Ce OCYZyBaaT CIIOPEJ CTaH-
JlapZiuTe Ha MHO3WHCTBOTO, HO JIeKa cenak He Tpeba jia
ce IMpaBaT KOMIIPOMFCH CO YHHUBEP3THOCTA HA YOBEKO-
BUTe paBa. McTo Taka, Taa anesupaiire POMKUTe akTH-
BUCTKH Jla OUaT [VIABHUTE W MIPUPOIHU MPEABOTHHUIN
Ha Gopbara 3a oBaa 1es.”

2.8. lonuitiuyko yyecitiso Ha PomKuitie

[Torosemuot 6poj Pomku Bo Jyroucrouna EBpona He tv
KOPHCTAT CBOUTE IIOJINTUYKHU IIPaBa, HU KAKO IJlacayy,
HUTY Kako KaHauzatku. Hekou PoMKy akTUBUCTKU OJ1-
OuBaaT /Ja ce BKJIyyaT BO IIOJIUTHKaTa, oOecxpabpeHH,
KaKo IITO CMeTaaT THe, OJi OIPOMHATa HETOJIepaHI1ja
moMery pa3JINYHUTE MOJUTHYKH MapTHU.” MHOTY JKEHHU

It is generally considered that the problem of trafficking
of Romani women has not yet received adequate atten-
tion of both governmental and intergovernmental in-
stitutions.”” Romani women human rights activists re-
cently called the states and NGOs “to implement policies
addressing [...] trafficking and prostitution in a manner
both sensitive to socio-economic factors and careful not
to reinforce stereotypes™” — cracking down on trafficking
should by no means “feed into widely held stereotypes
about Romani criminality.””* This is an important con-
cern, particularly as it is common in the region that the
press will disclose the ethnicity of persons involved in
trafficking or other crimes if these are Roma.”

With regards to the discussions of human rights viola-
tions within the Romani community and the dangers of
having this discussion abused for reinforcing negative
stereotypes, Anna Karamanou, a member of the Europe-
an Parliament, warned that minorities cannot always be
judged according to the standards of the majority, how-
ever no compromise should be made with the universa-
lity of human rights. She also called for Romani women
activists to be the main, and natural, champions of this
cause.”

2.8. Political Participation of Romani Women

The vast majority of Romani women in south-eastern Eu-
rope do not exercise their political rights, either as voters
or as candidates. Some Romani women activists refuse
to get involved in political matters, discouraged by what
they perceive as great intolerance among various politi-
cal parties.”” Many other women are politically inactive
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He Cce MOJIMTHYKH aKTUBHH IIOPaJX OBaa IPHUYMHA, HO U
IIOpaJy TOA IIITO HeEMAaT JIMYHU JOKYMEHTH U HE MOKaT
BOOIIIIITO /Ia TH KOPHCTAT IIpaBaTa IITO IIPOH3JIeryBaaT
on apskaBjaHcTBOTO. Celak, HEKOH >KEHU He TIjiacaar
OuZejK HUBHUTE Ma’K{ WIH TAaTKOBIIM TOAa HE IO OJ0-
opyBaat: Pomka ox CpbOuja mmocBeIour KaKo HEj3SHHHOT
Mak M M MCKMHAJ JIMYHATa KapTa M 3ApaBCTBeHAaTa
KHHUIIIKa Kora pa30bpaJt Jieka Taa IIaHupasia Jia rjiaca Ha
JIOKaJIHUTE U300pH TOj Z1eH.”

Enen opa mo3HauajHUTE IPOEKTH BO PETHOHOT 3a
MOJIUTUYKO y4YeCTBO Ha PoMKHTe BO mOJIUTHKATa €
,POMKHTE MO’KaT Jila TO CTOpaT Toa“, MHUIUjaTUBA O/
2002-2003 mokpeHara o, IIakTOT 3a CTaOMJIHOCT Ha
Jyroucrouna EBpoma u PaboTHaTa rpyma 3a poioBH
mpaiiama. llesta Ha mporpaMara Oellle MOJUTalbe€ Ha
cBecTa Kaj POMKHTE 3a HUBHUTE YOBEKOBH ITPaBa M HUB-
HO oxpabpyBambe Jia IIpe3eMar jaBHU U MOJIUTUYKH YJI0-
'y BoO HUBHUTe 3aegHUIN.”? Ce cMeTa JieKa IIOJIUTUYKOTO
Oynere Ha PoMKHTE ce yiTe e Bo moueTHa (asa, cemnax,
HAIIPEJIOKOT € Hen30eKeH.

2.9. Jlu4Hu gokymeHiuu

AnapmaHnTteH 6poj Pomu Bo Jyrorcrouna EBpomna Hemaat
JINYHU JOKYMEHTH U HeMaaT JP>KaBjaHCTBO; IIOTOJIEMU-
oT Opoj Jiyfe MOTOIEHH OJi OBOj MPOOJIEM C€ BCYIIHOCT
»eHn.®® OBoj mpobyieM oco0eHo BiMjae Ha Pomure of
KocoBo kou ce BHaTpenrHo pacesieHu Bo Cpouja. bunejku
HeMaaT JJOKyMeHTH, THe HEMAaaT IIPaBO Ha 3/IpaBCTBEHA
3amtura. TpaguiuoHaaHo, POMKHTE ce OATOBOpPHHU J1a
ce TPHJKAT 3a JlellaTa U Jja T HOocaT BO OOJTHUIIA, A ce
M3JI0KEHW HAa KOHQJIMKTH cO BpaboTeHUTe BO OOJIHH-
IIUTe KOU OZI0MBAAT Jia TH JIeuar JieljaTa Ul BO3PACHUTE
JIOKOJIKY HeMaaT JIOKyMeHTH. !

for this reason, but also because they do not have per-
sonal documents and cannot exercise their citizenship
at all. Yet, some women do not vote as their husbands
or fathers might disapprove: a Romani woman in Ser-
bia testified how her husband tore both her ID and her
medical security card upon hearing that she intended to
cast a vote in the local elections that day.”

One of the notable projects on the political participation
of Romani women in the region is the “Romani Women
Can Do It” initiative in 2002/2003, launched by the Sta-
bility Pact for South East Europe and its Gender Task
Force. The programme aimed at raising awareness of
Romani women about their human rights and empower-
ing them to take public and political roles in their com-
munities.” The political awakening of Romani women
is still considered to be in its initial stages, however
progress is inevitable.

2.9. Personal Documents

Alarming numbers of Roma in south-eastern Europe do
not have personal documents and are stateless; the ma-
jority of persons affected by these problems are in fact
women.*® This issue particularly affects the Roma from
Kosovo who are internally displaced in Serbia. Having
no documents, they have no entitlement to health care.
Romani women are traditionally in charge of child care,
including taking children to hospitals, so they are more
vulnerable to conflicts with hospital employees who
refuse to treat children, or adults, if documentation is
not provided.®
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Bo ob6nactute 3adareHu O BOOPY:KEHH KOHGJIUKTH,
3aTBOPAIHETO HA YKEHUTE BO JIOMOT IIPETCTaBYBAIIle 0CO-
OeHa mpeuyka IIPU PETHCTPUPalbe Ha HUBHUTE JIeNa Kaj
HaJIJIE’KHUTE OpraHu. 3a BpeMe Ha BojHaTa, MHOTY PoM-
ki o7 BocHa ce moposuja /1o/leka HUBHUTE MaKu Oea
pPErpyTHpaHU U JJIEKY Off IOMOT, THe Ce IIIalliea CaMu
Jla O71aT BO TPaJi 3a JIa TU PErUCTPUpaaT CBOUTE JIela Kaj
BJIACTUTE; 3a J]a MOXKAT IMOZOIHA J]a TH PErHCTPUPAAT
CBOUTE JIella, ceMejcTBaTa MOpaa Jia IulaTtaT BUCOKa Ka-
3Ha TMOPaJi HEHaBpeMeHaTa PerucTpaiyja IITo MHOTY
OJ1 HUB He MO’Kea J]a CH I'o ZI03BoJiaT. PoMka oz XpBatcka
HCTO TaKa U3jaBU JIeKa CEPHO3HO Ce IBOYMU J]a UM ce 00-
paTH Ha BJIACTUTE, BKJIYYUTEIHO U HA OHUE HAJJIEIKHU
3a JINYHUTE JOKYMEHTH, OuJiejku pabotu Bo HehopMa-
HUOT CEKTOP IITO €, TEXHUYKHU, HeslerajieH.*

PomuTe HCTO Taka ce cOO4dyBaaT CO TEIIKOTHH KOra Io
MeHyBaaT CBOETO O(UIUjaIHO KuBeanuire. Bo I'puu-
ja, BO 2002, JIOKAJIHUOT I'PaJlOHAYAIHUK ce obuze Ja
OHEBO3MOKH JiBe POMKH /1a ja perucrpupaar mpoMeHa-
Ta Ha >KMBEAJMINTE O €IHAa BO JApyra OIIITHHA, HaKO
THE TH UCIIOJIHUJIE CUTE IIPABHH YCJIOBH, CO €IUHCTBEHO
o0GjacHyBame JleKa TOj HUKOTAIll HeMa Jia UM JI03BOJIE
Ha Pomu za ce perucrpupaar. I'paloHaYaTHUKOT Ce CO-
IJIaCKJI a ja JO03BOJIM perucrpanyjara Aypu IO IpHU-
THCOKOT OfI jABHOCTA M I10 3aKaHaTa Ha KEeHUTe JieKa ke
nozHecar Ty»x06a.%

2.10. llogaitioyu 3a eiliHuYyKoilio iloiliekno
u cluatiuciiuku

He,Z[OCTaTOKOT O, CTaTUCTHUYKHU IIOAAaTOIH 3a pOMCKI/ITe
3aeJIHUIIY BOOIIIIITO, a 0c0OeHO 3a PoMKUTE, € HajrosieMu-
OT mpo6JieM IITO IpeTCTaByBa OIPOMHA IpedyKa MpPH
aZ[pecUpameTo Ipalliama IITO BJIMjaaT Ha OBaa Tpyra.
Jlonexa 6GpOjoT HA CTATUCTUYKH WU3BEIITAW 32 3a€HU-
1uTe 6AaBHO pacTe, POIOBO pPa3rpaHUYEHHUTE TOJATOIH

In the areas of armed conflict, the confinement of Rom-
ani women to their home presented a major obstacle for
registering their children with the authorities. A number
of young Romani mothers in Bosnia during the war gave
birth while their husbands were drafted and away from
home, and they were afraid to go to town on their own to
register their children with the authorities;* in order to
register their children at a latter stage, the families would
need to pay high fees for belated registration, which most
of them cannot afford. A Croatian Romani woman also
disclosed that she has considerable concerns approach-
ing any authorities, including those dealing with person-
al documents, because she works in the informal sector
which is, technically, illegal.®?

Roma also experience difficulties when changing their of-
ficial residence from one location to another. In Greece,
a local mayor attempted to prevent two Romani wom-
en from registering their change of residence from one
municipality to another in 2002, though they fulfilled
all the legal requirements, and merely on account that
he, allegedly, would never allow Roma to register. The
mayor agreed to allow the registration only under both
public pressure and the threat of complaints lodged by
the women.®

2.10. Ethnic Data and Statistics

The lack of statistical information on the Romani com-
munity in general, and the Romani women in particular,
is a major problem that presents a great obstacle in ad-
dressing the issues affecting the group. While the num-
bers of statistical records on the community are slowly
growing, gender-disaggregated data are still rare. Those
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ce ymre ce perkd. OHHE HEKOJIKY TPY/ZOBU IITO TH 3e-
Maar MpeBUJ POJOBUTE ACIIEKTH BO POMCKATA 3aeHHU-
113, Celak yKa)kKyBaaT Ha Pa3jIMKH IITO IIOCTOjaT IOMery
PomkuTe 1 maxkure PoMu Bo y>KUBameTo Ha IIpaBaTa Ha
obpazoBaHue, BpabOTyBarbe, 3[PaBCTBO, U IPYT0.

Ha enna cpen6a sa OH Ha BUCOKO HUBO BO MapT 0Baa ro-
JINHA, e/lHa aMepUKaHCcKa POMKa aKTUBUCTKA Ce 3aJI03KHU
3a ,MHTEPCEKIUCKY IIPUOJ, TP cOOHpame PACHU U POZIO-
BO YyBCTBUTEJIHU CTaTUCTUYKU IIOAATOIH 3apajy MOJ0-
6po pa3bupame Ha KOMIUIEKCHUTE HAYMHU Ha KOU paca-
Ta ¥ POJIOT Ce MPEIIETYBAAT U 3a€MHO Ce 3acuiyBaar”.>
3aefHUYKaTa M3jaBa, IOJATOTBEHA 32 WCTUOT CJIy4aj Of
ctpana Ha MuunujatuBa Ha keHuTe Pomu u EBporm-
CKHOT LIeHTap 3a npasaTta Ha Pomure, 1CTO Taka MOBUKA
Ha ,,cobupa(me) CTaTUCTUYKH MOJIATOIM Pa3TPaHUYEHHI
criopes; pa3jauyHu HaKTOpH, BKIIyIyBajKu ' U pacaTa 1
POJIOT, €O IieJI Jia ce IOKyMeHTHpa MapruHajiuzanujara
CO KOja ce coouyBaaT POMKuUTe U IPyTUTE KEHU KOUIIITO
IpuIaraaT Ha MJIIIMHCTBaTa Bo EBpona u 1a ce HCKOpH-
CTaT OBHe IIOJAaTOLH 3a UMILJIEMEeHTHPabe IIOJIMTUKH 32
adupmaTHBHA aKuuja.“®’

3. lo6pu BecTu: rparaHCcKo onwTecTBo Ha PomKute

[TopasuTesniHaTa AWCKPpUMUHAIMjAa HA MHOTY PoOMKHU
BO Pa3JINYHU acCIEKTH Ha HUBHUTE JKUBOTH CE YIITE HE
JlaBa IieJIocHa ciauka 3a PoMmkure BO JyroucroyHa Es-
pora. OBa O MpeTCTaByBaJIO CaMO HEIEJIOCHA U 3aToa
HETOYHA CJINKA, JIOKOJIKy He ce OOpHe BHHUMaHHE Ha
MIOCTOEUKUTE NO3UTUBHU TPEHJ0BU, IIPBEHCTBEHO Pa3-
BOJOT ¥ aKTUBU3MOT Ha OpraHU3anuuTe Ha PoMKU.

Manky ce 3Hae 3a akTUBU3MOT Ha PoMKHTe BO OBOj
pernoH mpen 1990-te. Enen onx wuckiydomure e
HCTpa)KyBauykaTa paboTa Ha pOMCKara akTHUBUCTKA Po-
sanuja Mnuk ox Kparyepan, Cpbuja, Koja cobuparie

few studies taking into account the gender aspects in the
Romani community nevertheless reveal disparities that
exist in the enjoyment of the right to education, employ-
ment, health, et cetera between Romani women and
Romani men.?

At a high-level UN gathering this March, an American
Romani activist called for an “intersectional approach to
collecting race and gender-sensitive statistics to under-
stand better the complex ways in which race and gender
interact with and reinforce one another.”® A joint state-
ment prepared for the same event by the Roma Wom-
en’s Initiative and the European Roma Rights Center
also called for “collect[ing] statistical data disaggregated
by various factors including race and gender in order to
document marginalization faced by Romani women and
other minority women in Europe and use these data to
implement affirmative action policies.”’

3. Good News: Romani Women'’s Civil Society

The overwhelming discrimination of many Romani
women in numerous aspects of their lives still does not
create a full picture of Romani women in south-eastern
Europe. This would only be a partial and thus inaccurate
image unless due attention was paid to existing recent
positive trends, primarily the growth and activism of
Romani women’s organizations.

Little is known on the activism of Romani women in this
region before the 1990s. One of the exceptions is the re-
search work of Romani activist Rozalija Ili¢ from Kraguje-
vac, Serbia, who has been documenting and speaking on
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IOIATOK M 300pyBallle 3a YYEeCTBOTO Ha JIOKAJTHUTE
POMKHU BO JBHXEHETO 07 1960-1e.®® Wnu, Ha npumep,
BO Hekow HHGOpPMAIMM 3a OCHOBAaKETO Ha IIpBaTa
Pomcka acornujanuja Bo Cpbuja Bo 1969, ce CIIOMHYyBa
y4€eCTBOTO Ha TPH KEHU BO IIPOIIECOT, O/ KOU e/[Ha Oumia
n30paHa 3a WieHKa Ha YIPaBHUOT OA00p BO yjora Ha
Oonarajuuk. Cellak, HUETHO H3JIaralbe Ha KEHUTE aK-
TUBUCTKH HE COJAPIKEIle IIpalliamka o HHTepec Ha Pom-
kute.® [TocToele 3abeIeKUTeIeH HEOCTATOK O jJABHU
JINCKYCHHU BO jaBHOCTa X MeUyMUTE®® 3a IIpalllarba IITO
M TaHrupaa PoMkwuTe, 0cOOEHO 3a IpalamaTa Kako
JIOMAIITHOTO HACHJICTBO U maTpujapxartor.” Jla ce ouzme
HBO akTtuBuCTKa, HE ce cMeTallle 3a U300p Ha Kapuepa
3a Pomkure.*”

CoBpeMeHHTe OpraHM3alliyd Ha JKeHHM POMKU jaTh-
paar o1 1995, M0 MacOBHOTO OyZiebe Ha OpraHU3aIu-
uTe 3a mpasata Ha Pomure. Cemak, BAKBUOT pa3BOj He
€ TI0EeJTHAKOB BO CHTe JieJIoBU o1 Jyroucrouna EBporma:
Bo BocHa, I'pumja, Anbanuja u XpBarcka, akTUBH3MOT
Ha PoMKHTE € MHOTY IIOHA33a]T OTKOJIKY OHOj Ha HUBHUTE
KOJIEIIIKU BO JIPYTHTE JIeJIOBU O] periuoHOoT. ['osteM 6poj
POMKM aKTHUBUCTKH Ce CTY/IEHTKH HA YHUBEP3UTET TN
JIUTUIOMUAPAHHU.

AxtuBrcTKuTe POMKH T pas3bupaar TEMIKOTHHTE CO
KOM C€ COOYyBaaT CUTE JKEHU BKJIyUYeHU BO aKTUBU3MOT
3a ,,cy0OBEepP3UBHUTE" IIpalllatba, KAKo IIITO Ce IIpaBaTa Ha
’KeHH, JIOMAIIHOTO HACUJICTBO WJIM TPTOBHjaTa Cco JIyre.
Tue pusuKyBaar Ja OUJaT eTUKETUPAHU O/ 3aeHUIATa
KaKo ,,IIDHU OBIIH", KO ,HUKOTAIll HEMa Jia ce oMarkaT"
Iopajii HUBHaTa paboTa Ha KOHTPOBEP3HU IIpalllarba
BO 3aefHuINaTa.” Miaga PoMka akTHBHCTKa, Koja ja
OCHOBAIIIE IIPBATa JKEHCKa POMCKa HEBJIaJIMHA OPTraHU-
3anuja BO peruoHOT BojBoxmua Bo Cpbuja, 360pyBarie
JIeKa HajpEeBHOCHHW OIIOHEHTH Ha HEBJIQJMHATa Opra-
HHU3anuja oviae PoMuTe Maxku, KOU MUCJIEJIE JIeKa KeH-

local Romani women taking part in the movement since
the 1960s.%8 Or, some information on the founding of the
first Romani association in Serbia in 1969, for instance,
makes mention of three women involved in the process,
where one of them was elected to become a member of
the management board in the role of a treasurer. None of
the speeches of women activists, however, dealt with any
concerns specific to Romani women.* There was a nota-
ble lack of public discussion on issues affecting Romani
women in the public and the media,*® and this appeared
particularly to be the case with issues such as domestic
violence or patriarchy.®* Being an NGO activist was not
considered a career choice for Romani women.*?

The contemporary Romani women’s organizations most-
ly date from 1995, following the massive mushrooming
of general Roma rights organizations. However, the de-
velopment is not equal in all parts of south-east Europe,
and in Bosnia, Greece, Albania, and Croatia, Romani
women’s activism is far beyond that of their colleagues
in other countries of the region. Many Romani women
activists are university students or graduates.

Romani women activists acknowledge the difficulties
faced by all women engaged in activism on ‘subversive’
issues such as women’s rights, domestic violence, or tra-
fficking. They risk being labelled the “black sheep” of the
community who can “never get married” because of their
dealing with controversial topics in the community.?® A
young Romani activist who founded the first Romani
women’s NGO in the Vojvodina region in Serbia spoke
how the most fervent opponents of the NGO were Roma-
ni men, who thought that women’s activism would result
in “the collapse of marriages.”* Some Roma even ques-
tion the “Romaniness” of prominent women activists
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CKHOT aKTHBH3aM Ke Pe3yJITHpa CO ,KoJjarc Ha Gpako-
Bute“.** Hexon PoMu Ziypu ro mocraByBajie IpaliambeTo
Ha ,,POMCTBOTO" Kaj UCTAKHATUTE AKTUBUCTKHU BKJIyUeHU
BO KPUTHKYBalbe HAa BHATPENIHUTE MPAKTUKHU IITETHU
3a skeHure.” ,He caMo IITO pacrpapara 3a mpallamara
(kako JOMAIHOTO HACHJICTBO, IUIAHMPAE Ha CeMej-
CTBO, JIOTOBOPEHUTE OPAKOBH U TECTOBUTE 32 HEBUHOCT)
He ce CMeTa 3a CYIITHHCKH acIleKT 3a 3ajaKHyBakbe Ha
POMCKHTE 3ae[HHUIU, TYKy Ce CMeTa KaKo IOoryOHa 3a
UHTEPECOT Ha ,00opbara“ 3a mpasara Ha Pomure, Tpo-
raTestHO u3jaBu Asnekcanapa Ompea (Alexandra Oprea).

[Tokpaj MmapruHaau3anyjaTa Ha aKTUBUCTKUTE BO OTHOC
Ha Ma)KHUTe aKTUBUCTH, THeE criopes Ompea ce UCTO Taka
MapruHaJIU3UPAaHN BO AHTHPACUCTHYKUOT, (peMUHHC-
TUYKHOT CEKTOP U TeHEPAJIHO BO 00J1aCTa Ha TPafaHCKOTO
OIIIIITECTBO:

sKora PomkuTe ke ycneat na ru mpebpogaTr 6apuepure u
Jla yUeCTByBaaT BO HEBJIQJIUHUOT CEKTOP, THe cakaar neka
Ha HUBHUTE Ipalllaihba He UM Ce J]aBa UCTa TEXKMHA KAaKo Ha
‘TIaBHATa cTpyja’ pOMCKH mIpamama. Paborara Ha PomkuTe
HacouyeHa KOH 60pOaTa MpOTHB TPOjHATA MapTHHAIU3AIH]ja
He ce cMeTa 3a ‘TIoJIuTHKA Ha Pomute’. Huty 1 ce mocBeTyBa
BHUMAaHUE BO POZIOBUTE IOJIUTUKH, IOPaJUd TOA IITO
300opyBa 3a PoMku kou ce cmeraar 3a ‘lluraHu’, a He 3a
skeHU. OeMUHHCTUYKHOT JUCKypc Bo EBpoma eduxacHo
rO WTHOpHUpPA IOCTOEHETO HA POMKHUTE M JPYTUTE JKEHU
NPUNAAHUYKA Ha MAJIUHCTBATa, /JO/eKa IIPOIOBeAa
VHHUBEp3aJIHA JIOKTPUHA 3a 3ajaKHYBame HA POJIOBUTE.
IBaTa TepmMuHa ‘PomMu’ U “KeHH MoIlIHe edUKacHO ce
KOHCTPYHPaHU KaKo MelyceOHO HCKIIyJyBauKH. 7

Hcro Taka, Anrena Koze (Angela Kocze) wucrakHa
HEKOJIKY aCIIeKTH Ha OBOj IIpobJieM:

»POMKUTE ce UPDUTUPAHU OuziejKu BO cute GOpMU HUBHUTE
mpamiama ce CBeJeHH U TOJABENeHU II0Ji ETHHUYKATa
MPUNAAHOCT U KyatypaTa. Tue crmozesnyBaarT 3aeHUYKH

who engage in criticising certain internal practices harm-
ful to women.* “Not only is discussion of issues [such as
domestic violence, family planning, arranged marriages,
and virginity tests] not considered an essential facet to
empowering Romani communities, it is considered det-
rimental to the best interests of the ‘struggle’ for Romani
rights,” Alexandra Oprea poignantly states.*

In addition to the marginalization of women activists in
comparison with their male counterparts, they are also
marginalized in the anti-racist, feminist and general civil
society realm, according to Oprea:

“When Romani women manage to overcome barriers and
participate in NGOs, they find that their issues are not given
the same weight as ‘mainstream’ Romani issues. The work
done by Romani women aimed at combating triple margina-
lization is not considered ‘Romani politics.” Nor is it given
due respect as gender politics, since it deals with Romnia
who are considered ‘Gypsies’ not women. Feminist discourse
in Europe effectively ignores the existence of Romani wom-
en and other minority women while preaching a universal
doctrine of gender empowerment. The two terms ‘Roma’
and ‘women’ have effectively been constructed as mutually
exclusive.””

Angela Kocze also emphasizes some aspects of this prob-
lem:

“Roma women are irritated that in any forum their issues
are reduced and subsumed within ethnicity and culture.
They share common problems with non Roma women, such
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po6JIEMH CO JKEHUTE IITO He ce POMKH, KaKO TOHUCKH ILJIATH
O/ MaXKUTe ¥ HEMOKHOCT BO COIICTBEHUTE OPraHU3aIuu. ‘%

Cemnak, BO3BMOXXHU Ce U HUCKJIyYUTEJHO YCIICIIHU IIpU-
ka3Hu. Ha nmpumep, koanunujara Ha OpraHusanuu Ha
»keHH (He - POMKI) 3a€JTHO CO IET pOMCKH OPTaHU3aI1H,
myOJIMKyBallle U3BEIITaj 32 YOBEKOBUTE IIpaBa Ha Pom-
KuTe BO BojBO/IMHA, IIITO M3Beie HA BU/IeIMHA MHOTYOPOj-
HU CJIydad Ha 3JI0ynoTpeba Ha KEHUTe U JIeBOjUUbaTa
Pomku.* Cianuen o6y v BO XpBaTCKa, MEryTOa IpeIu3-
BUKA jJaBHO HerojlyBame: Kora, BO jaHyapu, EBpomn-
CKHOT IIeHTap 3a IpasaTta Ha Pomute ox Byaummnernra
ro Npe3eHTHpa U3BEIITAjOT BO CeHKa 3a PoMkuTe BO
XpBaTcka, HAaIUIIaH BO copaboTka co POMKY akTUBHUCT-
KU U Ipe3eHTUpaH npesi KoMUTeTOT 3a eIWMUHAIM]jA
Ha quckpuMuHanujara npotus xeHutre (CEDAW) npu
OH Bo Ibyjopk, cjielHUOT jaHyapy XpBaTCKUTe BJIACTH
1 HEKOW MeJUyMHU ce IPOU3Hecoa JieKa WU3BElITajoT €
JIIpeyBeJInuyeH U 3JIoHaMepeH".'° Hekou aKTUBUCTU
Pomu ucro Taka ja ociopyja TOUHOCTa Ha U3BEIITAjOT.

I'nmaBHO, mOCTOM MOIIHE CHJIHA MefyHapogHa KOMIIO-
HEeHTa Kaj IBIKemeTo Ha PoMKHTe 1 ocTojaHa pa3MeHa
Ha UJIeN ¥ KUCKYCTBa BO Mel'yHapoaHuTe popymu.'”* Cien-
CTBEHO, ME'YHAPO/IHOTO 3aCTaIlyBae Ha ITpo0JieMuTe Ha
PomxkuTe 3anouna s1a ce BreMestyBa. ElHa HeolaMHeIHa
nobezia T BKJIyYH IIpalliamarta oJ 3Hauermwe 32 PomkuTe
Ha areHjiaTa Ha 49-Ta cecrja Ha Komucujara 3a cratycoT
Ha xeHute ipu OH Bo MapT 2005.'* Cenak, U MOKpaj
MIO3UTUBHUTE IIPOMEHU U 3HAYUTEJIHOTO 3rOJIeMyBambhe
Ha cpeZicTBaTa 3a NpoeKTuTe 32 Pommu, cé€ ymre moct-
OM 3arpHKeHOCT Iopajgud Toa IUTO Pomkure peuncu
BOOIIIITO He Ce BKJIy4eHU BO IIPOLECOT, U IOpaju TOA
IITO HajuecTo OHUe IITO He ce PoMu ru mpercraByBaat
nHTepecute Ha Pomure, Ha mro ,Pomure BoommTo, a

¢« 103

’KeHUTe ocobeHo” Tpeba /Jja ce cripoTUcTaBar®.

as lower pay than men and being powerless in their own or-
ganizations.”®

Exceptional success stories are, nevertheless, possible.
For instance, a coalition of a non-Romani women’s or-
ganization and five Romani organizations jointly issued
a report on human rights of Romani women in Vojvo-
dina, which brought to light numerous cases of abuse of
Romani women and girls.” A similar attempt in Croatia,
however, produced a public outcry: when the Budapest-
based European Roma Rights Center presented a shad-
ow report on Romani women in Croatia, written with the
assistance of Romani women activists, and presented
it before the UN Committee on the Elimination of Dis-
crimination against Women (CEDAW) in New York the
following January, the Croatian state authorities and
some of the media proclaimed the report “exaggerated
and malicious.”°° Some Romani activists also denied the
accuracy of the report.

Generally, there is a very strong international compo-
nent of the Romani women’s movement and constant
exchange of ideas and experiences in the international
forums.” Consequently, international advocacy for
Romani women’s concerns in gaining ground. One re-
cent victory was including the Romani women’s concerns
to the agenda of the 49™ session of the UN Commission
on the Status of Women in March 2005."°* Yet, despite
positive changes, and considerable increase in funding
for Roma projects, there are still concerns that hardly
any Romani women are involved in the process, and that
it is mostly non-Roma that represent Romani interests,
which needs to be challenged “by Roma generally and
women specifically.”*
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4. Hapexxu 3a ugHuHara?

Cekako Jileka pa3BOjOT Ha CHUJIHU POMCKU aKTUBUCTKH
¥ opraHusanuu e 3a nodandba u ox mMoceOHO 3HAUEHE
KaKO MHCIIUPATUBEH IPUMeD 3a APYTH MapruHaIn3upa-
HU JKEHCKU Ipynu. Bo ommTu pamku, ce CIydu yIITe
eZieH 0co0eHO BaXkeH HacTaH: /lekaziata 32 BKIIyIyBambe
Ha Pomure 2005-2015, JaHCcHpaHa BO (eBpyapu 2005
o crpaHa Ha CBerckata 0aHka, MIHCTHUTYTOT OTBOpe-
HO OMIITECTBO M BJIAJIUTE HA OCYM €BPOIICKU JP3KaBH,
BKJIyuyBajku tu byrapuja, Pomanuja, Maxkenonuja,
Cpb6uja u llpua I'opa u XpBarcka. [lekaiaTa para Hajex
3a CHCTEMATCKU IPOMEHHU KOW Ke OUJaT 07 KOPUCT 3a
poMcKaTa 3aeJHUIIA U TOA IPUMAPHO BO YETUPH OCHOB-
HH CEKTOpH: 00pa3oBaHue, BpabOTyBambe, 3/IpaBCTBO U
nomyBame. Cemak, rmpaBata Ha PoMkuTe U mpamamaTa
3a ZIBOjHA JUCKpUMUHAIMja He Oea NMPHOPUTET, U Ke
OmaaT pasriieZlaHu BO paMKUTe Ha JPYTHUTE TeMaTCKHU
nenuHu.'** OcTadHyBa /ia ce BUJAY KaKO OBUeE TJIaBHU Ha-
COKH Ke ce OCTBapaT 3a BpeMe Ha UMILUIEMEHTHPAHETO
HA pas/JMYHUTE HANMOHAIHHE AKIMOHW IUIAaHOBH. Ke
Ouzme ox ocobOeHO 3Hademe POMKHTE aKTHUBUCTKH A
IIPO/IOJIPKAT CO CBOETO 3acTallyBame BO OBaa HACOKa,
WJIN, BO CIIPOTUBHO, BeTyBambeTo PoMckaTa 1ekaia Mmoxke
Jla ocTaHe caMo CcoH 3a Pomkure ox Jyroncrouna Espona
Y TIOIIIPOKO.

[TpeBog ox anryncky ja3uk: Mapuna KoBaunk

benewku:

1.  OBoj u3BemITaj BO HUKOj CIy4aj He Tpeba /a ce pas3bepe
KaKo ceollpaTHA JIUCTA, TYKy EAMHCTBEHO KAKO ITOYEeTHA
TOYKA 32 oIpeziesieH Opoj mpobiieMu. 3eMjuTe MOKPUEHN
€O OBOj U3BeInTaj Oea cejleKTUPAHU Ha 0a3a Ha eKcrep-
TH3aTa Ha aBTOpKAaTa.

4. Hopes for the Future?

The development of strong Romani women activists and
organizations is certainly praiseworthy and of excep-
tional importance as an inspiring example for other mar-
ginalized women’s groups. On a general scale, another
important development has commenced: The Decade of
Roma Inclusion 2005-2015, launched in February 2005
by the World Bank, Open Society Institute, and govern-
ments of eight European countries, including Bulgaria,
Romania, Macedonia, Serbia and Montenegro, and
Croatia. The Decade brings hope of systematic changes
that will benefit the Romani community, primarily in
the four priority areas of education, employment, health
and housing. However, the rights of Romani women and
the issue of double discrimination were not prioritised,
and will only be considered in the framework of other
thematic areas.'** It remains to be seen how this main-
streaming will take place during the implementation of
various national action plans. It would be of extreme
importance that Romani women activists continue their
advocacy in this direction, otherwise the promise of the
Roma Decade might remain just a dream for Romani
women in south-eastern Europe, and further afield.

Notes:

1. This account should by no means be understood as a
comprehensive list but merely as a starting point on a se-
lective number of concerns. The countries covered in the
report were also selected only on the grounds of author’s
expertise.
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