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KoH CupeHata n muHoTtaypot of Dorothy Dinnerstein,
New York: Other Press, 1999.

0 KpuTuMkaTta oOf ocympaeceTuTe TrOAWHU ce
B3a6ene>KyBa rnopundmkaumja Ha oBaa KHura op
acnekT Ha objaByBare Ha HELUTO KOe Ha TorallHaTa >XeHcka
WHTEeNeKTyaslHa eHepruja i ce nnacvMpa Kako HEBO3MOXHO U
HenpupogHo. Bo Toa Bpeme u BO34yXOT Ha KynTyposiOLIKOTO
uupkynupawe 6un MmsormH. CtaHyBa 360p 3a BpemMeTo Kora
amMepurKaHckaTa XeHa e 6ecrnoroBopHO OMasioBaXxyBaHa, OT-
TprHata oj MaTtoT Ha ycnexoT, arpecrMBHO UTHOpWMpaHa uav
HanaraHa o, U CO He3Haehe, CMeTaHa 3a NMOMOLUHMK, a Kora
He e Toa c/lyyaj MpeKpcTyBaHa BO Kyyka WM BelUTepka.

Bo noHoBMTe Bpemuha OBaa KHWra e BeKe npudareHa
He KakKo cpeAcTBO BO 6opb6aTa MPOTMB MadkmTe, TYKYy MoOBeKe
KakKo aHa/M3a Ha pas/iMKUTe 3a KOW HWU efeHWTe HW gpyrute
He ce CBeCHW, a NMpojo/nKyBaaT ga co3jasBaaTr Sui CO KOj
camMo 1 3akonysaaTt TemenuTe. KHurata Hygy UenocHa aHa-
TOMMja Ha MaXXMTe KOU Mako Bnajeaynm co CBETOT, YecTo ce
ofiHecyBaaT Kako npennaweHn feua. TakBuTe Maxu, Kako
WTo Benn [uHepcTejH npofo/ikyBaaT A0 O6eCKOHEeYHOCT Aa
ce oapenysaaT of BfafeTenioT Ha HMBHaTa MHQAHTWUIHOCT,
MajkaTta. XXeHnTe ce UCTO TakKa COYYeCHULM BO CEKOj4HEBHOTO
HaHecyBare Hernpasfa W cTpajaat 6ufejky Tme nak, He I
BepyBaaT Ha Majkata BO cebe. ABTopkaTa Hygu npedguHeTa
npoueHKa 3a HewTaTa KoM MaxuTe U XeHWUTe BeKke Tpaau-
UMOHa/IHO ¢V 1 npedipraat, BKAY4YYBajKM ja W XXeHckaTa npe-
MO/sl4aHa CorfacHoCT noj mallkata HagmokK. )XeHata e Taa
KOja He 3ano3HaBa CO CBETOT Mpej Hve fa ja npenosHaeme
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Towards The Mermaid and The Minotaur by Dorothy
Dinnerstein, New York: Other Press,1999.

n the critiques of the '80 we can notice a glorification

of this book, from the perspective of publishing some-
thing that was served to the female intellectual energy as impos-
sible and unnatural. Misogyny was the very air they breathed at
the time. Here we are talking about the time when the American
woman was unqguestioningly belittled, taken away from the path
of success, aggressively ignored or ignorantly aggressed, taken
for a helper, and when the case was not so, she was called a
bitch or a witch.

Recently this book has already been accepted not as
an instrument in the fight against the men, but more as an analysis
of the differences of which both genders are unaware but still
continue to build the stonewall that buries the foundations. The
book offers a full anatomy of the men who, despite running the
world, still behave like frightened children. Such men, Dinnerstein
argues, infinitely continue to separate from the ruler of their
infantilism, the Mother. Women, too, are complicit in the daily
injustices they suffer since they, too, distrust the mother in them-
selves. The author offers a subtle, revealing account of the ac-
cusations men and women have traditionally been throwing at
each other, including the women'’s acquiescence to male power.
It is a woman who introduces us to the world before we can
recognize her as a limited, mortal being like ourselves. Strug-
gling out from under the control of this first alluring, seemingly
omnipotent person, we actually fight the biggest battle we ever
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KaKo orpaHuyeHo, CMPTHO CYyLUTECTBO Kako Hac camuTte. bpa-
Hejkn ce o[l KOHTponaTa Ha oBaa MpuMamnuBa, Hasuaym ce-
MOKHa /IMYHOCT, ja uMrpame, BCYLLUHOCT, HajBaxHata 6uTka BO
HaWMOT XUBOT. lNpemaneHun, nsneTysame of MOPETO MOJSHO
CO CMpPEHU Ha CyBOTO T/I0 Ha MUHOTaypuTe Kou 3aBumBaat U
HaJIMEHO ce OBWXAaT, HO KOW HEeCOMHEHO u3rnegaar MHOry
nopauvoHasiHO ¥ MPUMUTOMEHO U, CEKAKO, MHOry nopasfinyHo
o4 MajkaTa Koja ce ywTe ce Kpue BO AEeTCKUTe C/I0eBU Ha
Halwara JIMYHOCT.

CeKaBatbeTO Ha OfaMHa HanpaBeHUTe [0roBopu Mery
poposuTe Kaj AuHepcTejH uma noetcka AvmeHsunja. Bo con-
CTBEHMOT fiMpu3am, Taa ja 06HOBYBa BeKe Mno3HaTtarta npeg-
HOCT Ha 6oraTtute KynTypoOsIOLWKA Bep3un Off XeTepoCeKcy-
anHOTO MMHATO, TaHUOBMTE MO cenara, GpyTasiHOCTa M BpuUC-
KakaTa Ha MaxkuTe KOW BPTEjKM ce, bapaaTr of >eHuTe pga ja
nounTyBaaT M fa Ii ce BOCXMTyBaaT Ha HMBHaTa cuna.

OBaa KHWra He e ofbpaHa Ha XXeHckaTa eraucteHuyja,
Taa e pas3boj o4 Hej3uHUTE AOATOroAMLIHK pasmucsyBaka 3a
cunmMTe U cnabocTuTe Ha YOBEKOBOTO pasmMuciyBare. JacHo
e [eKa oBaa KHura e camo fesn of, efleH rofieM MpPoekT Ha
aBTopkaTa : ja co3fjaje BO Hac 3peno npudakarwe Ha hakTtoT
[JeKa Hvue cMe caMu TyKa, [eKa Hve ja co3gaBame uaHuHaTa u
Tpeba fa ce rpwkume 3a npupojarta Koja BeKe 3aBucu of
HalleTo MeHTa/IHO co3peBare, MOo3HaBaHeTo Ha camuTe ce-
6ecn 1 Kako fa Hayuume fa ce BO3[pXKMME ako cakame Taa
npupofa ga oncraHe. 3atoa BO NPeAroBopoT Ha KHurata EH
CHuToy Besnu:
MoeHTaTa Ha KHurara - TprnesMBocTa 1 O4roBOpHOC-
Ta, € efeH aMasiraMm Koj NocTojaHO ce MeHyBa, HO cenak Oc-
TaHyBa ecHeLja Ha >XUBOTOT.

BakBaTa noeHTa Moxe fa 6uae ccateHa camo [Jo-
KOJIKY JIMKOT Ha [UHepcTejH ro npetonume BO ApujadHa, Koja
3Haejkn aeka Mopame Aa M MOMWHEME CUTE C/IOXKEHU U 3ac-
TpalwyBayku naTteku HU3 NaBUPWMHTOT, BepyBa AekKa cenak Ha
KpajoT Ke u3nes3eme of, Hero co BUCTMHCKaTa cnoboja Kako
NnyHa pobnecT. ApujagHa ocnobogysajkm ro Tecej oa nasu-
PVHTOT OTBOPA HOBM HAaYMHM 1 NaTULUTA 32 MaXUTE U XeHuTe.
Toa ce natuwiTa KOH 3aefHMNYKO NpebpofyBare Ha pasfmkute

fight. Exhausted, we fling ourselves out of the sea full of mer-'
maids onto the dry land of minotaurs who roar and strut, but
who nonetheless seem much more rational and tamer in con-
trast to the Mother still stalking in the infantile layers of our per-
sonality.

Dinnersteiris evocation of the age-old arrangements
between men and women often approaches poetry. In her lyri-
cism, she recreates the familiar pull of culturally rich versions of
the heterosexual past, the dance in the villages, the men kicking
and shouting and twirling women whose job is to admire and
honor male strength.

This book is not a defense of female existence; it is a
loom with years of related observations about the strengths and
weaknesses of human thought. Clearly, this work is only a part
of a great project: To create in us a mature recognition of the
fact that we are not alone here, that we are the makers of future
and the caretakers of a wild nature that now depends on our
mental growth, on our knowledge of ourselves and to learn self-
restraint if that nature is to survive. Therefore, Ann Snitow in the
Preface of the book says:

This is the point of The Mermaid and The Minotaur
- forbearance and responsibility, an amalgam always chang-
ing, the very stuff of life.

We can understand this point only by comparing Dor-
othy Dinnerstein to Ariadne, who, knowing that we must move
through complex and frightening pathways of the labyrinth, be-
lieves that in the end we will come out of it gaining the genuine
freedom as a personal value. Ariadne freeing Theseus from the
Minotaur's maze opens a new way for men and women. Those
are the pathways for overcoming the differences that had often
been abused in order to dishonor the character of the Mother,
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KOM MHOry 4yecto 6une 3n0ynotpebyBaHM Ha LITETa Ha NIMKOT
Ha Majkarta, BO Koja aBTOopKaTta ja rnega cumbuosara Ha cute
XXMBU cylUTecTBa M 3atoa NocebHO ja NoAB/EKyBa BaXXHOCTa
Ha MPUMMapHOTO MCKYCTBO BO MajuMmHOTO Teno. EgHo e cenak
eBUIEHTHO, a Toa ce 3abenexnvMeBuTe pas/iukM Kou ce jaBy-
BaaT M0 HeOHAaTa/HMOT NEPUOA U KoM ce npegMeT Ha MHoryTe
06n1MKyBara NnpousfneseHn of camara cpeguHa BO Koja Ccy6-
JEKTOT ce passuBa. Toa LUTO € onacHO BO OBOj C/lyyaj e rnpe-
pacHyBaHh-€TO Ha OBME pas/iMKM BO ja3 C/IMYEH HA OHOj Mefy
pacute, KOj MHOry SIeCHO Mpeofa BO COLMONATO/OWKO U arpe-
CVBHO OfHEecyBahe€.

lMpeBopoT e Ha aBTOpKaTa

in which the author sees the symbiosis of all living creatures
and that is why she stresses the importance of the primary ex-
perience with the maternal body. What we can be sure of is that
the average gender differences that are observable after the
neonatal period have been subject to heavy environmental shap-
ing. The danger in this case is in the growth of these differ-
ences up to a point where they will create a gap, like the racial
one, which could easily get transformed into a sociopathological
and aggressive behavior.



