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CBeTnaHa

Cnanwak CmprTa Ha.
MAEOHOI’M]aTa nu
Ba3HaTa CO

NNAacTUYHO LBeKe

Hajnomure mpopomrtsa Bo 20-HOT BeK 3a UAHUHATA Oea
3aCHOBAHU HA HApaTUBHATA MPEMOK Ha TOTAJINTapHATA
UJIe0JIOTHja, KOja € BO cOCcTojba J1a ro M3MaHUILYJINPA,
COKpHUe, J]a TO UICKPUBH CEKOj APYT UCKYPC OCBEH CBOjOT.
Ona 1ITO HajMHOTY He 3acTpallyBallle, 1 HU IO Hocelle
MaJIOTO IEPBEP3HO 33J]0BOJICTBO JIa TU IMIPEIBU/IyBaMe
y>KacHUTe Ha CHUTE HAIM HEraTUBHU YTONHUH, Oelne
MeIIakeTO Ha 300POBUTE U HA MOKTa, Ha HUJI€0JI0THjaTa
U pernpecunTe KOU O Hea HYXKHO IpOU3JieryBaar.
WneosorujaTta Koja ce TPyAu /ia MOCTUTHE PETOPUYKA
y0eIJIMBOCT M HapaTWUBHA HAIIHATOCT, CyllepUOPHA,
JIMIieMepHa ¥ MHOTY JIECHO HaJIMOKHA Ha/Jl CUTE CPE/ICTBA
IITO T [I03HABaBMe, BKJIyUUTEJHO TEPUJIUTE U PEBOJIY-
nuuTe, Oelle UMIIPECHBEH HEIPUjaTesl - BO TOJIKaBA
MepKa IIITO JIyF'eTO CO 320CTaHATHU TUIIOBU HA MUCJIEHHE, 1
CO YUTame 3aCTAaHATO BO OUBIIUTE COIHjaTUCTUYKU
3eMjH, C€ yIITe MHUCJIAT JleKa MOJKaT Ja MOCTUTHAT
HEKaKOB WHTEJIEKTyaJIeH CTaTyC Hamarajku ja uaeoJIoru-
jara ,xako TakBa“: Ilesara oB/ie OIHINIaHA CUTYyaIlyja €
KapaKTePHCTUYHA 32 COIMjaTHATa U KYJITypPHA CUTyaIlfja
Ha eJIUTU3MOT, MOKeOHU Aypu HEM30EeKHO MOBP3aHa CO
eJINTU3MOT KOj Oellle TOJIKy KapaKTEPUCTUYEH 32 MHOTY
JVCUJIEHTCKU KPYTOBH M KYJITYPH HEJIBOCMHUCJIEHO
MOBP3aHM CO JUCHUIEHTCTBOTO, KaKO IIITO Oellle jyrocyo-
BeHcKaTa. [Iposieraprsanujara Ha KyJITyPUTE BO HOBUTE
TPaH3UIMCKU KyJITYPH, HAITUOHAJIUCTUYKHOT HOITYJITH3aM
U TPUBUjaIM3aIMjaTa Ha JABHUOT JUCKYPC, CTaBHja TOUKA
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The worst 20" Century prophesies were based on the
narrative superiority of totalitarian ideology, which can
ill afford to manipulate, conceal and distort any discourse
other than its own. What used to terrify us the most and
give us a little perverse pleasure in predicting the horrors
of all our negative utopias, was the mixing of words and
power, ideology and the repression that inevitably springs
from it. The ideology that seeks to achieve rhetorical
persuasiveness and narrative tension, superior, hypoc-
ritical and very easily prevalent over all means that we
once new, including guerrilla and revolution, was an
impressive enemy — it was impressive to such an extent,
that people with backward ways of thinking and checked
reading in former socialist countries still think that they
can achieve some intellectual status by attacking ideology
‘as such’. The entire situation described here is charac-
teristic of the social and cultural state of elitism; perhaps
it is even inevitably related to the elitism that used to be
so typical of many dissident circles and cultures
unambiguously related to dissidence, as was the case of
the Yugoslav situation. The proletarianisation of cultures
in new transitional cultures, nationalist populism and the
trivialisation of public discourse, have all put an end to
the late socialist elitism. Negative ideologies no longer
meant a thing; ideology no longer had any discursive
power. It was replaced by simple narratives of affiliation,
without reliance on a more serious philosophical system.
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Ha JIOITHUOT COLMjAJINCTUYKH enuTu3aM. HeratuBauTe
YTOIINU TIOBeKe He 3Hauea HUIITO, HEO0JIOTHjaTa BeKe
HeMallle HUKAaKBa JUCKYp3UBHA MOK: ja 3aMeHHU]ja
€THOCTaBHU Hapaluy 3a MIPUIAJHOCTA, 6€3 IOTIHpamkhe
Ha nmocepuosdeH dusocodcku cucreM. /la 6umeme
OTBOPEHU: HUTY €/IeH JIeCHUYAPCKH JIUCKYPC, IyPH U KOTA
ce obu/TyBallle /ja MPUCBOX HEKOj T03HaYaeH prtocod ek
IpaBel], He MOJKeIlle [0 YCIENIHOCTA /1a Cce MEPHU CO
MapKCHU3MOT, U 3aBpIILyBallle, b6apeM BO Hallle BpEME, BO
noesiHOcTaByBaukuTe opmysau. [Ipamame e faau co
MapKCHU3MOT yMpeJsia U ujeosorujata (JIOKOJIKy TOj e
MPTOB), HO CHTyalljaTa BO jaBHUTE AUCKYCHU U BO
HapaluuTe 0J1 KPajoT Ha 20-0T U IIOYETOKOT Ha 21-0T BeK,
MIpUINYHO yOe1uBo 360pyBaar 3a Toa. Efen ox Hajrose-
MUTE KYJITYPHH IIIOKOBU 3a BpeMe Ha pacmajoT Ha
Jyrociasyja (3HauU HEKOJIKY TOJMHY IIPeJT IOYETOKOT Ha
BOjHATa U II0TOA) Oellle OCUPOMAIIYBAaKbETO HA JABHUOT
JMFICKYPC: O/ Pa3BUEH AUjaIOT HA JAUCHJEHTCKATa U
obunmjasHata (UeoI0ru3upaHa) CTpaHa, TOj ce MpeT-
BODHU BO COTOJIEHA Hapalyja Ha KOJIEKTHBHOTO IIPaBO
(,HHE"), TEPUTOPHUH, KPB, KOCKH U COTICTBEHHUOT (POJTKIIOP
— ¥ KOHEYHO Ce MPEeTONH BO UCTHUOT, MOHODOH (sic!)
MUCKypC Ha HalujaTa. 3aToa € MOTIIOJIHO Pa30upIUBO
30IIITO OBaa TEMEJTHO MPECTPYKTypHUPaHa OMO3UIIHja HA
yMUpamwe, YU OPoj, IPUCYTHOCT U KYJITYPHO BJIHjaHUE
Ce Pa/INKAJTHO HAMAJIEHH, aKO HE ¥ HICYE3HATH, IPIJIMYHO
JI0JITO ce ZipiKellle 3a jyrOCJIOBEHCKUOT HJeHTUTapeH
JICKypC KaKO MOXKEH OZI'OBOP Ha HAIMOHAIM3MOT. Ha
MMOJIUTUYKY ILJIAaH, Taa MOXKHOCT Ke OHufle KOJIKY-TOJIKY
OTBOpEHA /IypPH CO €BPOIICKUTE UHTErPAI[UH, HAKO HE TO
HerupaM CHJTHUOT TEPANIEBTCKU e(eKT IIITO MOKeIle /1a
ro uMa Bp3 IOeAUHIU BO BoeHaTa kpusa. Co npyru
300poBU, MOKeOU He OUJIO JIOWIO C€ IITO MMaBMeE Of
HJIE0JIOTHjaTa — aKO HUIITO JIPYTO, Oelrre 06ap TepeH 3a
pa3BHUBame Ha ONO3UIIUCKH HAYUH HA MUCJIEHE, BO
YCJIOBH HA MUHHMMAJTHA JIEMOKPaTHja, O/THOCHO MUHUMAJI-
HO IPHUCYCTBO BO jaBHHOT Auckypc. Ox zpyra cTpaHa,
€BpOIICKATa CUTYyaI{ja Ha COI[UjATUCTHIKUTE IMapTHH,

Let us be open, no Right wing discourse, even when
attempting to appropriate a more significant philosophical
line, could compete with Marxism on the grounds of its
success, and it ended up, at least in our time, in simplistic
formulae. It is questionable whether ideology died with
Marxism (ifit is dead at all), but the condition of the public
discourses and narratives of the late 20" and the early
21 century speaks of this very convincingly. One of the
major cultural shocks during the break up of Yugoslavia
(that is, a few years before the beginning of the war and
afterwards) was the impoverished public discourse, which
turned from a developed dialogue between the dissident
and the official (ideologised) parties into a stripped
narration of collective rights (‘we”), lands, blood, bones
and particular folklore - finally melted into an identical,
monophonic (sic) discourse of a nation. Therefore, it is
entirely understandable that this dying and fundamentally
restructured opposition, whose numbers, presence and
cultural impact have radically diminished, if not even
disappeared, clutched for so long to the Yugoslav
discourse of identification as a possible answer to
nationalism. On a political plane, that option will become
relatively open only with European integration, although
I do not deny the strong therapeutic effect it may have
had on an individual during the war crisis. In other words,
perhaps all that we had of ideology was not bad - if nothing
more, it was at least a good ground where, in conditions
of minimal democracy, that is, minimal participation in
the public discourse, an oppositional way of thinking could
develop. On the other hand, the situation regarding the
socialist parties in Europe, i.e. the powerful left oriented
ideology that, due to permanent concessions and
hesitation, fails to find its feet when in government, shows
the power of ideological discourse when it is among the
ranks of the opposition. If nothing else, we must conclude
that the dynamism of public discourses in Europe greatly
depends on the presence of ideological discourses, unlike
in the USA.
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3HAYM, HAa MOKHATa JieBa UJE0JI0THja, KOja mMopaau
IIOCTOjaHUTE OTCTAIIKU U BO3PKAHOCT He ycreBa 00po
Jla ce CHaj/ie Kora e Ha BJIaCT, UCTO TaKa IIOKa)KyBa KakBa
€ MOKTa Ha UJIe0JIOMIKUOT JUCKYPC KOTa € BO OIIO3UIH]a.
AKO HUIIITO APYTO, MOPaMe /1a 3aKJIyYHMe JleKa ITHAMU3-
MOT Ha JaBHHOT JUCKYypC BO EBporma Bo rosiema Mepka e
YCJIOBEH OJT IPUCYCTBOTO HA UEOJIOLIKUTE JUCKYPCH, 32
paznuka ox CAJI.

dacnuHMpaHocTa o] mojaBara (MOKHaATa Hapamuja o 11
CENTEMBPH) MOJKE J1a TO 3aBeJIE EBPOIICKUOT ,,ayTcajiep”
Jla 3a00paBy HA M3PA3eHUOT JAMHAMHU3aM Ha MOJIUTUY-
KHUTE IPOMEHU BO AMepHKa, BKIYIyBajKH IO U jJaBHUOT
muckypc. Bo taa cmucsia, mMa moBeke Haziesk OTKOJIKY IIITO
U3IJIe/la Ha TIPB IOTJIE, BO CHTyallhja Kora ojiopaHara
(mocebHO exunaTa azBokaTy) Ha KinHTOH BO adepara
JleBUHCKU JleHeC U3rjefia MoOIMCKy KaKo MpUCTaITHa
Oecena Ha HEKOj (PpaHIyCKH aKaJIEeMUK, OTKOJIKY KaKo
OysieBapcka KOMe/ifja, KaKo IIITO TOTalll ja pa3dbpa rojgeMm
nen ox Espoma. CranyBa 360p, cekako, 32 IPOMEHU BO
jaBHUOT AUCKypC Ha odUIlHMjasIHAaTA aMepPHKaHCKa
BHATpEINIHA U HAJ[BOPENIHA mojauTuka. OHa IITO Ha
IIOYETOKOT M3IJIealle Kako KOMHUYEH jaBeH opa3 Ha
HETIO/ITOTBEHUOT, HEN3BeXKOAH, U KOHEYHO HECOO/IBETEH
YM Ha HOBHOT IIPETCe/IaTesl U Ha HETOBHOT THUM, JIEHEC Ce
ITOKaKyBa KaKO HEJIBOCMUCJIEH e(DEKT OJT YMUPAETO Ha
WJIE0JIOTHjaTa, KaKo I1eJIOCHA HECTIOCOOHOCT J1a ce CMUCITH
Hapalyja, ¥ Co Hea JIOTHYEH M PETOPUYKH arapar Koj ke
CJIy’KU He caMo 3a ybenyBame, TYKy U 3a rpajielhe Ha
OMO3UITUCKUOT AucCKypc. Onmo3unujata Ha By, amepu-
KaHCKaTa IIpeJ] Ce, BCYIITHOCT € HEMOKHA, 3aT0a IIITO HUTY
BO €lHA TOYKAa HE MOXKe /ia HajJle AUjasIoNIKa, OJHOCHO
KPUTHYKA MOJIPIIKA 32 CIIPOTUBCTABYBamhe (3HAUH U 32
aHaM3a) Ha 0bUIMjTHUOT Juckypce. KpurukaTa Ha By
Y HeroBara aJIMIHUCTPAIH]ja, T0ceOHO 0]1 3JI0HAMEPHHUTE
JIyf'e BO CeHKa, U3pa3yBa caMO HAajOCTPH U HajpauKaTHI
KBasMpUKAIIUYA KON HEMaaT HIKaKBa CMICJIA 3aT0A IIITO
KPUTHYApUTE He ce Ha UICTOTO HUBO HA aBTOPHUTET: CMPTTA

A European ‘outsider’ might be lured by apparent
fascination (the powerful September 11 narration) to
forget the striking dynamism of political changes in
America, including the ones in the public discourse. In
this sense, there is more hope than it might seem at a first
glance, in a situation when Clinton’s defence (particularly
that of the team of lawyers) in the Lewinsky scandal
nowadays seems more like an accessible oration delivered
by some French academician than like a boulevard
comedy, as much of Europe perceived it at the time. Of
course, what we are dealing with here are shifts in the
public discourse of American official home and foreign
policy. What seemed in the beginning as a comical public
reflection of an unprepared, unpractised and, finally,
inadequate mind of a new president and of his crew, now
proves to represent the unambiguous effect of the death
of ideology - utter inability to come up with a narration
and a logical and rhetorical apparatus that would serve
not only to persuade but also to build the discourse of the
opposition. Bush’s opposition, above all the one in
America, is in fact powerless, because it cannot find a
single point of dialogical, i.e. critical footing for resistance
to (and therefore analysis of) the official discourse. The
criticism against Bush and his administration (particularly
against the hawkish people in the shadows) expresses only
the sharpest and most radical qualifications, which are
pointless because the critics are not on the same level of
authority: death of ideology results in catastrophic
consequences on democracy, particularly in the case of
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Ha U/Ie0JI0THjaTa IOBJIEKYBA KaTacTPO(ATTHU OCTIEUIIN
3a JIeMOKpaTHjaTa, 1oceOHO BO aMEPUKAHCKHUOT CJIy4aj,
KaJle IeMOKpaTHjaTa e 00BUTKaHa €O JiebeJl MUTOJIONIKO-
HapaTHUBEH €J10j. [I0KOJIKY ce OTCTpaHU TOj CJI0j, OTHOCHO
JIOKOJIKY He ce MHBECTHPA BO Hapalyja, mocjaeaunara e
aJI1jaJIONIKHU JIUCKYPC O/ THUIIOT HUe cMe demokpatuja —
sue (iliue, cexoj Opye) He cilie. Taka MoxKe J1a ce pazbepe
roBopoT Ha Tenoto Ha Konun Ilayesn, koj Ha HeomaMm-
HEIITHOTO IaTyBabe 1Mo EBpoma BO MHTEPBjyaTa 4yecTo
MMallle ,,TUKOBHU * KOU I'0 YHUIIITYBAaT Ha 1ep(popMaTUBHO
HUBO MOKHHOT e(DEKT Ha HETOBUTE €/{THOHACOYHH H3jaBH.
Toa, ce pa3zdbupa, He 300pyBa 3a I10jaBa Ha COBECT Kaj 0BOj
MIOJINTHYAP, TYKY IOBeKe 3a mpodecuoHaIHa HEIIPHjaT-
HOCT... YMUPAIeTO Ha UJE0JIOTHjaTa UMa epeKT U BP3
EBpora, Bo k0ja iecHHUIIaTa BeKe OJaMHA CO MaKa T'! KPITH
OCTATOIUTE OJT UIEHTUTAPHUTE HAPAI[UHU CIAUYHU HA
JYTOC/IOBEHCKUTE: aMEPUKAHCKHUOT IIPUMep e oxpabpyBa-
b€ 32 HATAaMOIITHOTO IIPa3Hehe Ha IUCKYPCOT, 32 YKUHY-
Bambe Ha moTtpebara o7 700pa Hapaluja U 07 HeJ3SUHUOT
amapar 3a yoesyBame. Bo Taa cmuciia, BO IoOMBKa ce HE
caMoO OHHE O] JeCHUIaTa KOU ce CIPOTHUCTAaByBaaT Ha
BojHaTa Bo Mpak (Jle Ilen), TyKy ¥ OHHE IIITO ja TOAAPIKY-
Baar (BepsryckoHM): U €IHOTO U JIPYTOTO Ce JAUPEKTHA
MTOCJIETUIIA O/ CMPTTA Ha U/I€0JIOTHjaTa, OJTHOCHO UCYE3-
HYBaWeTO HA JVCKYP3UBHUTE CTAHAAPAU U, CO TOA,
3T0JIEMYBAHHETO Ha IMPEKTHATA OIIACHOCT 32 CUTE OOJIHITN
Ha JIeMOKparHja.

Ho, Haj1ommoT ucxo/ 0J1 yMUPAbETO Ha UIE0JIOTHjaTa,
3aCTpAIlyBauKHU MIPUMep JieKa He caMO 300pOBUTE, TYKY
¥ OTCYCTBOTO Ha 300POBH MOKe /1a IPOU3BE/IE KATACTPO-
aTHM OCTIEINITN 32 YOBEKOBATA PEATHOCT, € TAKAHAPe-
yeHaTa MoBoeHa cutyanuja Bo Mpak. Kosonujasnara
VHJIOJIEHTHOCT KOH KOJIOHU3UPAHHOT, KOj € IIPEeTCTaBeH
KakKo ,JauBjak“ (rpabeku), Mpojo/KyBa Ha HUBOTO HA
ypeayBame Ha HOBaTa BJIACT, BO IITO C€ TJIe/la CaMOo
rpabe;xyIuBoCT (3a HadTa ¥ APYTH 0OJIUIY Ha TPOIOP HA
KaIlUTaJ) U I[eJIOCHO OTCYCTBO Ha BOJIja Jla ce ypeau

America, where democracy is wrapped in a thick
mythological-narrative layer. Without that layer, that is,
if the narration is not invested in, the consequence is an
adialogical discourse of the kind ‘we are a democracy -
you (they, all others) are not’. That is how Collin Powel’s
body language can be understood, as he frequently had
tics when he was interviewed during his recent tour of
Europe - something that ruined on a performative level
the possible effect of his one-way statements. This, of
course, does not indicate an emerging conscience in this
politician but more likely a certain professional unea-
siness. The death of ideology has had an effect on Europe
as well, where the Right has been toiling to patch up the
remains of the identitary nations similar to the Yugoslav
ones. The American example encourages further impo-
verishment of discourse and elimination of the need for
good narration and its persuasion apparatus. In this sense,
not only the ones from the Right who oppose the war in
Iraq gain (Le Pen) but also those who support it
(Berlusconi): both cases result directly from the death of
ideology, i.e. from the disappearance of discursive
standards, and hence the increased direct threat to all
forms of democracy.

But the worst effect of the death of ideology, a terrifying
example how not only words but also absence of words
can produce catastrophic consequences for human reality
is the so called post-war situation in Iraq. The colonial
indolence towards the colonised, who are depicted as a
‘savage’ (the looting) continues in the installation of a new
administration, where we witness only rapacity (for oil
and other forms of penetration of capital) and total
absence of willingness to establish a civil state in the
country. Two images, mediated not only by the post-
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rparaHckara cocrojba Ha 3emjaTa. /[Be CJIMKH, OCpey-
BaHU HE caMO O] rpy0aTa MOCT-CeNTeMBPHUCKA MaHUILY-
satrBHA MammuHa Ha CNN, TyKy IpakTUYIHO U ITPEKY CUTE
CBETCKHU areHIINH, CTAaHyBaaT KJIyYHHU 33 aHAJIN3a: eJTHATa
e cJIMKa Ha ,0arjajickuoT Kpazen” (BHUMaHUe — IOT-
KyJITypHaTa CJIMKA IIPEOCTaHaTa O/ HEKOJIKY (PHIIMOBH CO
HCTHOT HACJIOB He e 6e3 cMucIIa) Koj U3HeCyBa 0/1 HeKoja
jaBHA 3rpajia IUIaCTUYHA Ba3HA CO IUIACTUYHO IIBEKE, a
JpyraTa, JIOKyMEeHTapHO HeyTpaJIM3UpaHa CEKBEHIIA Ha
rpabexu U yHUIIITYBama BO Oargazickuotr HarroHnaneH
Mmy3ej. [IpBaTa cimka ro rnpercraByBa ,,JUBJjallITBOTO HA
KOJIOHU3UPAHUOT BO KOMUYHA CBETJIMHA, BTOPATa UCTOTO
TOA INUBJAIlITBO BO HETOBUOT OIIACEH JIOKAJIEH U ITOJTUTUY-
ku KoHTeKcT. [TocpeyBaHaTa mopaka Ha IIpBaTa CJIMKa €
Jleka cTaHyBa 300p 3a JMBjalln KOW He 3HAAT IITO €
BUCTUHCKA KYJITypa, BTOpaTa JieKa cTaHyBa 300p 3a
JIUBjaIld KOM ce ,,TakBU“ u 0e3 CasaMoBaTa JUKTATypa.
CKpHEHHUOT TEKCT BO 00€eTe TOPAKH € JieKa Ha JIUBjallUTe
He UM Tpeba rparaHcKa KyJTypa, IeMOKpaTHja, IpaBo Ha
OJUTy4yBambe, TYKY CaMO BOJIEE€ — JI0/IeKa Cce UCIIaTyBa
eKcIUroaranujata, 6u Jozase BO Ipa3HUHATA Ha OBaa
KpajHO MMOeIHOCTaBeHA KOJIOHUjaJIHA Hapanuja. /la ja
HaJITpaJiuMe Taa pasjaneHa MpPa3HUHA CO JAPYTUTE
PaCIOJIOXKINBH ITOAATOIH, OJTHOCHO, CO HETIOCTOEHHETO HA
IIO/IATOIY — J]a peYeMe 3a IIKOJICKHOT CUCTEM, 32 OPOjoT
Ha AMepHUKaHIIUTE BO aKIFjaTa CLIOCOOHH /1a ce pazdbepart
Ha JIOKAJIHUTE ja3uIly, 32 MOHYJAEHUTE CTUIEH/INU 32
wiaaute Mpayanu u Mpayanku (1moce6GHO BO CBETIMHATA
Ha KPajHO peAylUpaHUTE CTYy/IEHTCKU BU3H), U TaKa
HaTamy.

IIITo ce omHECYBa 10 IIBEKETO, IyPH HE € IOTPeOHO /1a ce
noBukyBaaT [lex I'yau (Jack Goody) u HeroBaTa HOBa
KHHUTa BO KOja, Mery JpyroTo, ro ,pexabuaurupa“
BEIIITAYKOTO IIBeKe, OU/IEjKU CTATyCcOT Ha MAaTEPHjaJIOT HE
ja HaMasTyBa pUTyaysHaTta QYHKIHja: JOBOJIHO € /A Ce
CIIOMeHe KJIyYHaTa BU3YeJIHA I10JI0K0a Ha OWIKUTE U
I[BEKETO BO MCJIAMCKUTE KyATypHu. MOHUCTpA U OTJIeia-

September manipulative machine of CNN but also by
practically all international agencies, are becoming crucial
for the analysis: one is the image of the ‘thief of Baghdad’
leaving a public building with a plastic vase and plastic
flowers in his hands (attention - the pop-culture image
coming from several films with the same title is not
without sense), the second is a neutralised documentary
sequence of pillage and destruction in the Baghdad
National Museum. The first image portrays the ‘savagery’
of the colonised in a comic light, the second the very same
savagery is portrayed in its dangerous local and political
context. The mediated message of the first image is that
what we are talking about are savages who do not know
what real culture means, the second that they are savages
who are ‘that way’ even without Saddam’s dictatorship.
The hidden text underlying both messages is that savages
need not civil culture, democracy or freedom to decide,
but summary leadership - until the exploitation pays off,
we might fill in the blank of this utterly simplified colonial
narration. Let us upgrade that gaping blank with other
available data, that is, with the absence of data - say about
the educational system, about the number of American
servicemen and women who are able to communicate in
the local languages, about the number of scholarships
offered to young Iraqi men and women (especially in light
of the extremely restrictive requirements for a student
visa), and so on.

Concerning the flowers, it is not even necessary to invoke
Jack Goody and his new book in which, among other
things, he ‘rehabilitates’ artificial flowers, because the
status of the material does not diminish the rural function:
it would be enough to mention the key visual status that
plants and flowers have in Islamic cultures. Strings of
beads, mirrors, toxic waste, suspicious food and medicine,

~
-

B



18

Svetlana Slapsak The Death of Ideology and the Plastic Flowers Link

113, TOKCUYEH OTHAaJ[, COMHHUTEJIHA XpaHa U JIEKOBU, U
3ropa Ha TOa NOTCMEB CIIpeMa HOBHUTE YIOTPeOHH
BPE/THOCTH KOW KOJIOHU3UPAHUOT OW MOKEJI /1a TH Haj/ie
BO CETO TOA — CE IITO He IIeHU KYJITypaTa Ha KOJIOHU3a-
TOPOT: OBaa ,,JaPeXJIMBOCT Ha KOJIOHM3AaTOPOT OJlaMHa
€ pacTprHara BO MOCTKOJIOHHjaJIHaTa TeopHja. 3a
aMEPUKAaHCKHOT U 32 €BPOIICKUOT pacu3aM OBaa HOBA
BU3yeJIHA KOHCTPYKIHja (,,0argazckuoT Kpaaen’) e
U3BOHPEIHO (YHKIMOHAIHA. 3a MOIIUpOKaTa U IMopa-
3yMHa r7100aJIHa JaBHOCT OCTAHYBa MOXKHOCTA CO CJTUKUTE
Jla TH CIIOpeAyBa MOJATOIMTE 3a TOAa Kako (peuyuncu
HHUKAKO) Ce BOCIIOCTaByBa rparaHCKHOT JKUBOT BO Mpak
Y KOJIKY 3aCTPAIIyBaYKH Ce MTUPH MPOCTOPOT 32 OPTaHU-
3upame Ha QyHmaMeHTanuctute. CBecra Jieka HOBaTa
aMepUKaHCKa MOJIMTHKA, HAMECTO /1a TO YHUIITYBA,
BCYIITHOCT CO3/[aBa HOBU II€HTPH HA CBETCKUOT TEPOPH-
3aM, 00po MOTBp/ieHAa BO ABraHUCTaH, 01 MOKeJIa J1a ce
3ajakHe Bo Vpak - 3a oHUe, ce pa3dupa, KOH Ce YIIITe MUC-
JiaT jieka 6opbaTa MPOTUB TEPOPU3MOT € Mely IJITaBHUTE
1IeJTM HA HOBHOT aMEPUKAHCKU KOJIOHHjJTU3aM.

Ho, 1a ce BpaTtuMe Ha /IBETe CJIMKH: UCTO KAKO IITO TO
ZI03BOJIVja N3HECYBAKETO HA JIPKABHATA COTICTBEHOCT O/
uHCTUTYIUUTEe Ha CaZlaMOBUOT peXUM, 0€e3 BUAJIUBU
CAHKIINH, TaKa (CO OTCYCTBOTO Ha eJIEMEHTApDHU MEpPKHU
3a 3aIITUTa) AMEPUKAHITUTE TO I03BOJIMja TPabekoT HA
HETIPOIEHJIMBUTE KyJITypHU OoraTcTBa Bo Hammonas-
HUOT My3e]j. OB/le IMaMe HEKOJIKY MOKHOCTH 32 TOJIKY-
Bame:

» MrHOpaHCTBO — KOE HUKOTAIII HE € ,,HAUBHO", 3aIIITO
3HAYM W HeaHTa)KUparbe Ha CTPY4Hballd, HA OHHE
KOM 3Haar IIITO c€ Ma Bo HarlnoHaTHHUOT My3€ej BO
Barpman (ma He TM ClTOMEHyBaMe JIPYTUTE My3€U BO
Vpak, apxeoJIONIKUTE HAOlaJINIITA, ITOI0IHEX-
HUTE CIIOMEHUITY UTH.) OJTHOCHO HUCK/Iy4YyBathe Ha
KakBa OMJIO Ky/ITYypHA IMOJIUTHKA. Ha iuBjanure He
UM Tpeba Kyarypa?

followed by the mocking with the new use value that the
colonised might discover in all that - all that the coloniser’s
culture does not appreciate. This ‘generosity’ of the
coloniser was torn asunder in post-colonial theory long
time ago. This new visual construct (‘the theif of Baghdad
thief’) works impeccably for European and American
racism. The broader and more reasonable global public
still has the ability and the option to compare those images
with the signs that civil life is (virtually in no way) being
implemented in Iraq, although the space for funda-
mentalist organisation is getting ominously bigger. The
view that America’s new policy, instead of destroying, is
in fact creating centres of global terrorism, so far well
attested in Afghanistan, could be reinforced in Iraq - of
course, for those who still believe that the fight against
terrorism is among the key objectives of this new
American colonialism.

But let us reflect once again upon those two images: in
the same way they allowed state property to be taken out
from the institutions of Saddam’s regime without visible
sanctions, the Americans (by failing to enforce basic
protective measures) allowed the looting of invaluable
monuments of human culture in the National Museum.
We could interpret this in several ways:

» Ignorance - which is never ‘naive’, for it also means
that no experts were hired, none who knew what
Bagdad’s National Museum contained (let alone
what other museums in Iraq, archaeological sites,
later monuments etc. contained), that is, exclusion
of any policy on culture. Savages do not need
culture?
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» YHUIITYBalb€ Ha MOKHUTE U3BOPU HA UJEHTUTAP-
HHUTe Haparuu (KOJIEKTUBHO ceKaBame): CamaMo-
BHOT PEKUM BO U3BECHA MepKa I'0 KOPUCTEIIE TOj
HapaTUBEH MOTEHIINjaJT;

» Il;maHUpaHO y4ecTBO BO BHOCHU OM3HUCH Ha
mpernpozaak6a Ha YMETHUYKU IIPeJIMETH, MOXKeOu
U IOIeJIOCHO cHab/ayBame Ha aMepPUKAHCKUTE
My3eH;

» Pacuctuuku o6oeHa 6€300SHPHOCT CIIpeMa TyIuTe
KYJITYpH.

Koe 610 TONIKYyBabe, MM KOMOMHALIM]a O] TOJIKYBaHbha,
6u 6apajsio MOMEHTaJTHA U OCTPa peakiyja Ha OpraHu3a-
muuTte kako mro e UNESCO. Peakiiuu, goAyiia uMmariiie,
KaKO W COBETYBama, JleJIerallid U MUCJIEkhA Ha CTPYY-
HbaIl¥, HO BO JIO3U KO Ce ITOTIOJTHO HEIIPUMEPHH 32 €/THA
0/1 HajroJIEMUTE KYJITYPHU KaTacTPOdH BO MOCIIEHUTE
JleceTUHA TOJIUHU: /Ia Cce MOTCETUME Ha BO30yayBamara
OKOJIy MOCTapCKHOT MOCT, MJIU Ha CBETCKATA AKIIHja OKOJIY
HajaBeHOTO ypUBame Ha cTaTyuTe Ha byzia oz crpaHa Ha
TATNOAHCKUOT PEXXUM BO ABraHUCTaH.

BrtancoT o/t aMeprKaHCKaTa HHTEPBEHIIH]ja, OTHOCHO OF
BojHaTa BO Mpak, eTHOCTaBHO € KaTtacTpodayieH. YoBeuku
JKPTBU M MaTepHjasIHa IITETa, HUKAKOB PE3YJITaT O
yacTparaTa“ 3a Opy»jeTo 3a MaCOBHO YHHUIIITYBambe, KOja
CO BpeMe TyOM CeKakBa BEPOJIOCTOJHOCT, HE3arpo3eH
TEPOPU3aM, Xa0C ¥ OTCYCTBO Ha IPAraHCKO OIIITECTBO BO
Vpak, HeCKpUEHO U HE3aKOHCKO IIPe3eMarbe Ha pecyp-
CUTe Ha JIpyra JAp’KaBa, YHUIITYyBale Ha CBETCKOTO
KYJITYPHO HAacJIe/ICTBO: HO, CUTE THE IIPUTOBOPH, KOJIKY U
J1a ce OYUTIJIETHU, HEMAaT aJ[pecaT, 3aIITO He [IOCTOU HUTY
e/leH TUCKYP3UBEH KaHaJI KOj O MOKes Ja J0BeJe 710
nujasor. TeIko e BOOMIIITO J]a Ce 3aMHUCIH CUTYaIlMja Koja
IoBeKe OM My IIOTO/[yBajia Ha TEPOPU3MOT U Ha HACHJI-

» Destruction of the possible sources of identifying
narrations (collective memory); Saddam’s regime
had, to a certain degree, already used this narrative
potential.

» Planned involvement in the lucrative business of
selling works of art, perhaps even more compre-
hensive stocking of American museums.

» Insensitivity to other cultures, with a touch of
racism.

Whatever the interpretation, or the combination of
interpretations, it would demand an instant and bitter
reaction from organisations such as UNESCO. There were,
to be fair, reactions, as well as expert advice, delegations
and opinions, but in doses that were entirely inappropriate
for one of the greatest cultural disasters of the past
decades: remember the outrage at the destruction of the
Bridge in Mostar, or the world-wide reaction to the
demolition of Buddha’s statues announced by the Taliban
regime in Afghanistan.

The sum total of the American intervention, i.e. the war
in Iraq, is simply catastrophic. Casualties and material
damage, no result from the weapons of mass destruction
investigation (which has lost all credibility over time),
unimpaired terrorism, chaos and absence of civil society
in Iraq, open and unlawful takeover of another country’s
natural resources, destruction of world cultural heritage:
but all these objections, however obvious, do not have an
addressee, for there is not a single discursive channel that
could lead to dialogue. It is hard even to imagine a
situation more propitious for terrorism and solving
problems through violence in one’s narrow local circle,
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Svetlana Slapsak The Death of Ideology and the Plastic Flowers Link

HOTO pelllaBare Ha CYyAUPHUTE BO CBOjOT TE€CEH JIOKAJIEH
KpYT, 0€3 KOHTAKTH CO OCTATOKOT OJT CBETOT — OCBEH KOTa
TaMy ce pymaTr cuMOOJUYHU Ienu. HeraTuBHUTE
YTOIUCTH Ha 20-0T BeK He Oea BO MPaBO: BO Oe3HAEK-
HUOT TOTAJIUTAPEH PEKUM He Ce OCTBAPU BUIIIOK UIE€0JI0-
THja, 10/ieKa YMUPAeTo Ha H/Ie0JIoTHjaTa UMa HeCIIope/i-
JINBO MOCHUJIHO U MOOP30 /1€jCTBO BP3 MOTIIOJIHATA
mozies16a Ha CBETOT M HA YOBEIITBOTO HA BJIAJZIETENIN U
MTO/TAHHUITH.

[TpeBog ox cpucku jasuk: Tatjana MuTtpeBcka

out of touch with the rest of the world - except when
symbolic objectives are thrown down there. The negative
utopians of the 20" century were wrong: the excess of
ideology has not resulted in a hopeless totalitarian regime,
while the death of ideology has an incomparably quicker
effect on the total division of the world and of humanity
into rulers and subjects.

Translated from Serbian by Ognen Cemerski




