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Identities

The French philosopher and sociologist Jean Baudrillard, 
one of the most influential French thinkers died in Paris 
at the age of 78. 

Jean Baudrillard was born on June 20th, 1929 in Reimes. 
He studied German at the Sorbonne, but continued his 
studies at the University of Paris – Nanterre, where he 
completed his Ph.D. thesis “The System of Objects,” 
published later on in his first book.

At the start of his university career, as Henri Lefebvre’s 
assistant and under the influence of Roland Barthes, 
Baudrillard published a number of books that hold a 
critical perspective on issues such as systems of meaning 
in everyday life. A change in his thought occurs with the 
book Symbolic Exchange and Death with which he de-
nunciates the positions of Marxist critique and devotes 
himself to the testing of a labour hypothesis that labour 
is no longer the central fundament in social organisa-
tion, but that the production of signs, communication, 
images is.

The reality of the new actuality is the Simulation – a new 
regime of systematic productivity of events, acts, actions, 
but deprived of the essence of substantionality. This new 
actuality – Hyper-reality is an ontological situation of 
the Simulacra where the imaginary has nothing it can 
oppose itself to. As Baudrillard puts it: imagine a truth 

In Memoriam

@an Bodrijar 1929-2007

Na 78-godi{na vozrast, vo Pariz godinava po~ina 
francuskiot filosof i sociolog @an Bodrijar, 
eden od najvlijatelnite francuski misliteli.
  
@an Bodrijar e roden na 20 juli 1929 godina vo Rems. 
Studira germanistika na Sorbona, no gi prodol`uva 
studiite na Univerzitetot Nanterre vo Pariz, kade 
{to doktorira so tezata „Sistemot na predmetite”, 
podocna pe~atena kako negova prva kniga.

Na po~etokot od negovata univerzitetska kariera, 
kako asistent na Anri Lefevr (Henri Lefebvre) i pod 
vlijanije na Rolan Bart (Roland Barthes), Bodrijar 
izdava redica knigi koi vo sebe nosat kriti~ka per-
spektiva kon temi kako {to se sistemite na zna~ewe 
vo sekojdnevniot `ivot. Presvrt vo negovata misla 
nastanuva so knigata Simboli~ka razmena i smrt,  
vo koja gi denuncira poziciite na marksisti~kata 
kritika i se vpu{ta vo testirawe na hipotezata deka 
trudot pove}e ne e centralen fundament vo orga-
nizacijata na op{testvoto, tuku toa e produkcijata 
na znacite, komunikacijata, slikite.

Realnosta na novata stvarnost  e simulacijata – nov 
poredok na sistematska produktivnost na nastani, 
dejstva, akcii, no li{eni od bitieto na supstan-
cionalnosta. Taa nova stvarnost  - hiperrealnosta 
e ontolo{ka sostojba na simulakrumot, kade {to 
imaganiranoto nema na {to da mu se protivstavi. 
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Kako {to pi{uva Bodrijar: zamislete vistina koja 
bi ja apsorbirala celata energija na lagata. Ete toa 
e svetot na `ivotot kako simulakrum.

@an Bodrijar vo sredinata na 90-te be{e vo cen-
tarot na polemikata me|u modernistite – post-
modernistite i va`e{e za vode~ka figura na 
postmodernisti~kata teorija. Be{e kritikuvan 
kako „upravnik na teoriskata praznina” poradi 
negovata navodno depolitizirana i nekriti~ka 
pozicija kon svetskite slu~uvawa. Deka takvite 
prigovori bea neopravdani se poka`a vo 1991 go-
dina, koga predizvika kontroverza so objavuvaweto 
na knigata Zalivskata vojna ne se slu~i, vo koja 
Zalivskata vojna be{e prika`ana pove}e kako 
mediumski nastan otkolku kako „vistinska vojna”. 
Po deset godini, vo Duhot na Terorizmot: Rekviem 
za Kulite blizna~ki, nastanite od 11 septemvri 
gi opi{a, vo duhot na negovata „teoriska fikcija”, 
kako posledica na globalizacijata, simbolizmot, 
tehnolo{kite mre`i.

Deloto na @an Bodrijar, kako eden od najvlijatel-
nite i najkontroverznite misliteli na na{eto 
vreme, ostanuva da bide predizvik vo razbirawe-
to na nastanite od tekovnata svetska kultura, 
predizvikuvaj}i n$ postojano da go preispituvame 
matriksot na slu~uvawata i na{eto mesto i status 
vo nego.

Bobi Badarevski

that would absorb the whole energy of a lie. That is the 
world of life as Simulacra.

In the mid 90s, Jean Baudrillard was the centre of the 
polemic of the modernists – postmodernists and was 
considered a leading figure in post-modern theory. He 
was criticised with being “the manager of theoretical 
emptiness” due to his alleged depoliticised and non-crit-
ical position towards world events. In 1991 it was proved 
that such allegations were unjustified when he created 
a controversy with the publishing of the book The Gulf 
War Did Not Take Place in which the Gulf War was por-
trayed more as a media event that as a “real war.” 10 years 
later, in The Spirit of Terrorism: A Requiem of the Twin 
Towers, in the spirit of his new “theoretical fiction,” he 
described the events of 9/11 as a consequence of globali-
sation, symbolism of technological networks.

The work of Jean Baudrillard as one of the most influen-
tial and most controversial thinkers of our time remains 
to be a challenge in the understanding of the events of 
present world culture, challenging us to continuously re-
think the Matrix of events and our place and status in it. 

Bobi Badarevski
(Translated from Macedonian by Rodna Ruskovska)
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