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Identities

Dossier:
Discussions on Feminism
(Polemical exchange between
several authors in the biweekly
�Forum�)

Neodamna na stranicite na dvonedelnikot
�Forum� (br. 108 � 115), pottiknata od tekstot

�Hulahopki i tangi� od Neboj{a Vili}, se razvi
prepiska okolu predmetot, celite i metodite na
feminizmot, feministi~kata teorija i filozofija,
odnosite me|u rodovite i teoriite {to stojat zad
koncepciite za rodovite razliki.

Za redakcijata na �Identiteti� be{e va`no da se
zabele`i toj nastan, ne samo kako prva teoriska
rasprava vo Makedonija {to go svrtela vnimanieto
na javnosta, tuku, u{te pove}e, kako diskusija na tema
{to doprva se probiva na makedonskiot javen
kulturen prostor, vo golema merka blagodarenie
tokmu na spisanieto �Identiteti�.

Vo prepiskata direktno, so svoi tekstovi, u~estvuvaa
Elizabeta [eleva (profesor na Univerzitetot vo
Skopje i ~len na Uredni~kiot odbor na �Identiteti�,
Neboj{a Vili} (profesor na Univerzitetot vo Skopje
i direktor na �Mre`ata za subalterni hermenevtiki
359�), Katerina Kolozova (docent na Univerzitetot

Spurred by Neboj�a Vilic�s text �Tights and G-Strings�,
a correspondence developed recently on the pages of

the biweekly magazine Forum (issues 108-115) on the
subject, objectives and methods of feminism, feminist
theory and philosophy, the relationships between genders
and the theories behind the concepts of gender
differences.

The editorial staff of �Identities� thought it important to
document this event, not only as the first theoretical
discussion in Macedonia that drew the attention of the
public but also, which is more, as a discussion on a subject
that has yet to win its place in the Macedonian cultural
environment, mainly with the very help of �Identities�
magazine.

Several persons were directly involved in the debate and
contributed with their texts: Elizabeta �eleva (professor
at the University in Skopje and member of the �Identities�
Editorial staff), Neboj�a Vilic (professor at the University
in Skopje and Director of �Local Subaltern Hermeneutics
Network 359�), Katerina Kolozova (docent at the
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vo Skopje i glaven urednik na �Identiteti�), @arko
Trajanoski (Odgovoren urednik na �Identiteti�),
Sa{o Talevski (novinar) i Ferid Muhi} (profesor
na Univerzitetot vo Skopje), no prepiskata posredno,
preku komentari i diskusii, se preslika i nadvor od
stranicite na �Forum�.

�Identiteti� prenesuva skraten oblik na prepiskata
preku glavnite tezi {to gi prezentiraa u~esnicite.
Osobeno vnimanie be{e posveteno na op{tata linija
i logi~kiot sled na argumentite i na ideite na koi
se nadovrzuvaat tekstovite.

Izvadokot od tekstot Balkanot i �krizata na
ma{kosta� na Elizabeta [eleva, daden na samiot
po~etok na tekstot {to sledi, iako formalno ne be{e
del od prepiskata, tematski & prethode{e i mnogu od
tezite tamu prezentirani, nesomneno bea inspira-
cija za razmisluvawe i argumentirawe kaj avtorite
koi podocna se javija so svoi prilozi.

Elizabeta [eleva
Balkanot i �krizata na ma{kosta�

Forum 108

[�]

�Imam vpe~atok, deka posebno vo akademskite
krugovi kaj nas, preovladuva izvesen �strav od
feminizmot�, od mo`nosta da se bide stigmatiziran/
`igosan/etiketiran kako �feminist�, nebare se
raboti za lo{ vkus.

Mizoginijata (omrazata, prezirot, omalova`uvaweto
na `enite) e vgraden ~ip na na{ata mediumska

University in Skopje and Editor-in-chief of �Identities�),
Zarko Trajanoski (Executive Editor of �Identities�), Sa�o
Talevski (journalist) and Ferid Muhic (professor at the
University in Skopje). However, indirectly, through
comments and discussions, the debate was transposed
beyond the margins of �Forum�.

�Identities� publishes the debate in an abridged form,
offering the main theses that the participants presented.
Special attention has been paid to the general course and
the logical sequence of arguments and ideas to which the
texts relate.

Although it was not a formal part of the debate, the excerpt
from Elizabeta �eleva�s article �The Balkans and the Crisis
of Manhood� with which the text begins, preceded the
polemic in terms of its theme and many of the theses it
presented undoubtedly inspired the thoughts and
arguments of the authors who later contributed their own
pieces.

Elizabeta �eleva
The Balkans and the �Crisis of Manhood�

Forum 108

[...]

...I have a feeling that, particularly among our academic
circles, some �fear of feminism� prevails, fear of the
prospect of being stigmatised/branded/labelled as a
feminist, as if it were a vicious virus.

Misogyny (hatred, contempt, disdain for women) is an
embedded chip of our media culture (just look at the
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kultura (poglednete go samo sportskiot prilog
�P(t)i~ki�, objaven 1998 g., vo �Forum� - za p(t)i~kite
po ra|awe i p(t)i~kite po karakter; ili, pak,
lascivnata slika na polugola tan~arka, koja dr`i
internet karti~ka na MT- net, so �pimp� porakata
�Kupi me i tvoja sum�).

Pove}epati sum videla ili sum slu{nala frapantni
primeri na rodova nekorektnost, mizogino odnesu-
vawe na �u~enite�, javno eksponirani intelek-
tualci[�] Zemete go i, pomalku ili pove}e, suptil-
niot, no redovno otroven mizoginizam na na{ite
kolumnisti, redum univerzitetski profesori.
Spored niv, `enata e �leglovno su{testvo� ({to
zna~i direktna i otvorena potkrepa na patrijar-
halnata, ultra-seksisti~ka dihotomija me|u `enata
kako �sex� i ma`ot kako �succes - object�. Toa e modelot
na �mali (poslu{ni) `eni~ki�, zaglaveni vo svoite
domovi - �rozevi geta�, vo malite i �bezna~ajni�
aktivnosti (kupuvawe, gotvewe, perewe, odgleduvawe
deca, ~istewe, pletewe, ozboruvarawe).

Eden od na{ite pisateli, upotrebuva ginekolo{ka
metafora:� p.m.(+) s na Balkanot� (sakaj}i da ja opi{e
recepcijata na kni`evniot post-modernizam na
Balkanot). Tuka, bezdrugo, spa|a i ultimativnata
�politikolo{ka� sporedba na vladeja~kata partija
so �nimfomanka�.

Eden od odgovorite vo vrska so toa, bi mo`el
(paradoksalno) da se bara vo aktuelnata �kriza na
ma{kosta�, {to go protresuva Balkanot, osobeno vo
poslednite 10 godini. Balkanot e pretvoren vo eden
(polu) koloniziran prostor, a poznato e, takvata
sostojba na (objektivna: ekonomska, politi~ka,
ideolo{ka, kulturna) nemo} da se upravuva so
sopstveniot `ivot, neminovno vroduva so kriza na

sports article �Puss(ies)�1 published in �Forum� in 1998 -
about the puss(ies) by birth and the puss(ies) by character;
or the photo of that lascivious half naked dancer holding
an MT Net Internet card and the pimp message �Buy me
and I�ll be all yours�).

I have seen and heard shocking examples of gender
incorrectness, misogynous behaviour among the �learned�
and publicly advertised intellectuals. [...] Take the more
or less subtle but regularly open misogyny of our
columnists, a university professor after a university
professor. According to them, the woman is a �snuggery
being� (which a direct support to the patriarchal,
ultrasexist dichotomy between woman as �sex� and man
as �success� objects. That is the model of �little (coplian)
women� stuck in their homes - �pink ghettos�, with their
petty and �trivial� activities (shopping, cooking, raising
children, cleaning, knitting, gossiping).

One of our writers uses a gynaecological metaphor:
�PM(+)S of the Balkans� (wishing to describe the
reception of literary post-modernism in the Balkans).
Here undoubtedly fits that ultimate �political science�
comparison of the ruling political party with a
�nymphomaniacal woman�.

One of the responses regarding this could (paradoxically
enough) be sought in the current �crisis of manhood� that
has been rocking the Balkans, especially during the past
10 years. The Balkans has been turned into a (semi)
colonised area, and it is well known that such a state of
(objective economic, political, ideological, cultural)
1 Puss: a girl or young woman - term of affection;
(Webster�s Dictionary)
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ma{kosta, impotentnost, infantilnost. Takvata
�feminizirana� sostojba na koloniziraniot, se
kompenzira so momentna konsolidacija na ma{kosta,
izrazena preku: nasilstvo, piewe, kriminal, seksi-
zam. Iako dlaboko stradaat od rodova anksioznost
(uplav pred svoeto kulturno-istorisko preklopuvawe
so `enstvenosta), balkanskite ma`i sebesi se
do`ivuvaat kako eden od poslednite bastioni
(rezervati) na ma{kosta vo svetot.

Neboj{a Vili}
Hulahopki i tangi

Forum 109

Neodamna bev prisuten (kako edinstven pokanet ma`)
na eden razgovor na MTV 1 so {est pretstavni~ki na
oddelni `enski zdru`enija, dvi`ewa, akcii kade
{to bev odreden od strana na voditelkata da gi
branam boite na makedonskite ma`i (sic!)[�]Na{ite,
sega demokratski osvesteni (a ne onie socijalisti~ki
zatapeni), `eni ne sakaat pove}e da bidat �leglovni
su{testva� (sintagma koja{to, za potrebite na
razgovorot, ja prezedov od Valerij Sofronievski). So
toa, povtorno deklarativno, tie go otfrlaat akadem-
skiot diskurs i prodol`uvaat� nekriti~ki da
prezemat i voveduvaat koncepti {to, glavno, ne
funkcioniraat na ovie prostori� dokolku ne se
situiraat, poto~no dokolku ne se kontekstualiziraat:
da vospostavat odnos so stvarnosta i vistinitosta na
sopstveniot kulturolo{ki kod i milje�
[�]
�[na{ite aktivistki] �pove}e pi{uvaat i zboruvaat
kakvi se na{ite ma`i otkolku da se zanimavaat so
sopstvenite specifi~ni ̀ enski pra{awa� Penetra-

incapacity to manage one�s own life, inevitably results in
a crisis of manhood, impotence, infantilism. Such an
�effeminate� condition of the colonised is being
compensated with a momentary consolidation of
manhood, manifested through: violence, drinking, crime,
sexism. Although they deeply suffer from anxiety (horror
from their own cultural and historical overlapping with
femininity), the men of the Balkans see themselves as the
world�s last strongholds (reservations) of manhood.

Neboj�a Vilic
Tights and G-Strings

Forum 109

Recently I took part in a conversation on MTV12 with six
representatives of various women�s associations,
movements, initiatives. I was appointed by the presenter
to defend the colours of Macedonian men. (sic!) [...] Our
awakened women - not the ones dulled by socialism - no
longer want to be �snuggery� beings (here, for the sake of
the discussion, I use a syntagm taken over from Valeri
Sofronievski). Thus, once again, declaratively they reject
the academic discourse and uncritically continue... to take
over and introduce concepts that generally do not work
here if they are not established - that is, if they are not
contextualised: if they do not establish a relationship with
reality and with the truth about their own cultural code
and milieu...

[�]
�[our activists]... prefer to write about what our men are
like rather than tackle their own characteristic female

2 Macedonian Television Channel 1
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cijata (kako isklu~ivo ma{ka polova pozicija) vo
podra~jeto na ma{kata rodova sfera ({to po defini-
cija e sferata na upravuvaweto i mo}ta) ne mo`e da
bide ̀ enska rodova strategija, osobeno ne onamu kade
{to na{ite ̀ eni sakaat da penetriraat (pr. Povici-
te: �Pove}e `eni vo sobranieto�, �Pove}e `eni na
izbira~kite spisoci). Poglednete ja samo plakatata
na edna kampawa od 2000 godina (~inam deka toa be{e
�@enite toa go mo`at�): nekolku `eni na razli~na
vozrast optimisti~ki vetuvaat profesionalnost,
sorabotka, gri`a i odgovornost� Ikonografski,
plakatata veli deka najstarata od ovie `eni e
postavena nad pomladite. Ikonolo{ki, vakvata
struktura e ~isto maskularna: ovie ̀ eni se podredeni
piramidalno hierarhiski � pomladite se pod
zakrila na iskustvoto na najstarata, ili, pak,
pomladite kako da vi velat: nie za ni{to ne se
gri`ime, nad nas stoi �matronata�.

��Leglovnosta� i ponatamu treba da ostane mo`na
rodova strategija na `enata. A tokmu vo nea e
sodr`ano penetrabilnoto podra~je (sfera) na
`enskata rodova strategija, bidej}i vo leglovnosta
se sodr`at i principite, kategoriite, manipulativ-
nosta, pobedo-osvojuvaweto, lobiraweto, naso~uva-
weto i, kone~no, podra~jeto na vladeeweto na ̀ enata
vo svetot. Za o~ekuvawe e (da ne ka`am deka ve}e e i
potvrdeno) lesnoto povrzuvawe na konceptot na
leglovnosta so �krevetnosta:, so {to samite `eni od
kurtizani (leglovnost) se degradiraat/dekompo-
niraat vo prostitutki (krevetnost). Moeto insisti-
rawe na leglovniot karakter na `enskata rodova
strategija se dol`i na idejata za vra}aweto na
strukturniot sistem na op{testvenoto i kulturo-
lo{koto ureduvawe vo pred-modernoto doba. Ottuka
ja nao|am i argumentacijata vo analizata na Sofro-
nievski za anti~kiot koncept na leglovnosta�

issues... Penetration (being an exclusively male sexual
position) into the male gender sphere (which is by
definition the sphere of governance and power) cannot
be a female gender strategy, particularly not where our
women wish to penetrate (e.g. the calls for more women
in the Parliament, more women on the ballots). Just look
at the poster from a 2000 election campaign (I believe
the slogan was �Women can do it!�): several women of
different age optimistically promise professionalism,
cooperation, care and responsibility... Its iconography is
entirely masculine: those women are pyramidally arrayed
by hierarchy � the younger ones are under the wardship
of the oldest�s experience, as if they are telling you: we
worry about nothing, for the �matron� watches over us.

... �Snuggery� should remain woman�s possible gender
strategy. And snuggery is precisely that which contains
the penetrable sphere of female gender strategy, for
snuggery comprises the principles, the categories, the
ability to manipulate, victoriously conquer, lobby and
direct, and finally it comprises the realm of woman�s rule
in the world. It is apparent (if not even verified) that the
concepts of snuggery and bedability are comfortably
associated, whereby women degrade/decompose
themselves from courtesans (snuggery) to prostitutes
(bedability). My insisting on snuggery being the nature
of female gender strategy owes to the idea of returning
the structural system of society and cultural setting to the
pre-modern age. From there I draw the argumentation of
Sofronievski�s analysis of the antique concept of
snuggery...
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�[to e so ostatokot od ne-zapadni ̀ eni koi nikoga{
ne go zamenile konceptot na legolovnosta so moder-
nisti~kata borba (na zapadnata kultura) za ednak-
vosta me|u polovite (vo prvo vreme) i multi-kulti
koncepciite za komplementarnosta na rodovite�?

�Ja[s] sum protiv izbranata strategija i metodolo-
gija kako site ovie aktivnosti se ostvaruvaat, protiv
sum izbrzanata nekriti~nost na prifa}awata �od
zapad� i protiv sum pogre{no izbranata sfera na
interes za �borba� i koga, vrz osnova na toa, nekoj me
osporuva i, zgora na toa � obvinuva. Se soglasuvam �
toa e moj problem, no ne se soglasuvam, kako i [eleva,
�vrz osnova na svojata rodova pripadnost nekoj da
bide `po definicija� o{teten, osporen, skrotuvan
vo svoite ambicii, nemiri, kreativni prostori i
istra`uvawa��

�Kone~no, vojnata na vakvite makedonski feminis-
tiki nikoga{ nema da bide dobiena so patalonite/
farmerkite i hulahopkite na niv, tuku so ne{to
drugo. ]erkite na na{ite najzapaleni feministki
toa mnogu podobro go razbrale i molkum (bez nikakva
verbalna deklarativnost i aktivisti~ka pompeznost)
go prifa}aat i praktikuvaat � nosej}i gi/atakuvaj}i
so nivnite tangi, �goli pupaci� i prepolneti
gradnici. Ako ne veruvate, pra{ajte gi va{ite
sinovi�

...What about the rest of the non-western women who
have never replaced the snuggery concept with modernist
struggle (of Western culture) for equality between the
sexes (in the beginning) and the multi-culti concepts of
gender complementarity?

...I object to the strategy and methodology chosen for the
realisation of these concepts; I object to the rash and non-
critical endorsement of �westernisms� and I object to the
falsely chosen sphere of interest for struggle - and to being
discredited and accused upon those grounds. I admit that
this is my own problem but, like �eleva, I do not agree
that one should be �by definition wronged, discredited,
or that one�s ambitions, unrests, creative interests or
researches should be tamed upon the grounds of one�s
gender�...

...Finally, these Macedonian feminists will never win their
war by means of the trousers, jeans or tights they wear
but by means of something else. The daughters of our
fieriest feminists have understood this quite well and
quietly - without verbal statements or activist pomp - they
embrace and practice it, attacking with g-strings,
displayed navels and bursting brassieres. If you do not
believe it, ask your sons...
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@arko Trajanoski
Do koga }e pla~at streite?

Forum 110

Priznavam, u`ivav, na nekoj poseben na~in, vo
~itaweto na tekstot Hulahopki i tangi od Neboj{a
Vili} (Forum br. 109). Oti, navistina te{ko mo`at
da se najdat na edno mesto sobrani tolku zabludi vo
vrska so feminizmot: tolku patrijarhalni, seksis-
ti~ki i falocentri~ni biseri.

[�]

Zabluda 1: Feministkite treba da se zanimavaat samo
so sopstvenite specifi~ni `enski pra{awa

Temelna zabluda na Neboj{a Vili}. Feminizmot
najednostavno mo`e da se opi{e kako mno{tvo
razli~ni odgovori na site formi na ugnetuvawe na
`enite vo patrijarhalnoto op{testvo. Vo taa smisla,
feminizmot � i kako dvi`ewe i kako teorija � ne im
e svojstven samo na `enite, tuku na site onie koi
smetaat deka odnosot na ma`ite sprema `enite vo
patrijarhalnite op{testva e s$ u{te odnos na
neednakvost, podreduvawe, ugnetuvawe. Na site onie
koi{to sakaat da go promenat takviot odnos, bez
razlika kako se identifikuvaat polovo/rodovo...
[N]ema �specifi~ni `enski pra{awa� so koi se
zanimava feminizmot.

Zabluda 2: Ma{kata rodova sfera, po definicija, e
sferata na upravuvaweto i mo}ta

Zarko Trajanoski
How Much Longer Will the Eaves Cry?3

Forum 110

I confess; in some strange way I enjoyed reading Neboj�a
Vilic�s article Tights and G-Strings (Forum, No. 109). For,
it is really difficult to find so many blunders about
feminism in one place: so many patriarchal, sexist and
phallocentric pearls

[...]

Blunder 1: Feminists should be concerned only with their
own characteristic female issues.

A fathomless blunder of Neboj�a Vilic. Feminism can most
simply be described as a set of diverse responses to all the
forms of oppression that women suffer in a patriarchal
society. In this sense, feminism - both as a movement and
as a theory - does not belong to women only, but to all
those who believe that men�s attitudes towards women in
patriarchal societies still work in terms of inequality,
submission and oppression. Feminism belongs to all those
who want to change such attitudes, regardless of how they
identify themselves in terms of sex or gender... [T]here
are no �typically female issues� that feminism deals with.

Blunder 2: The male gender sphere is by definition one of
governance and power.

3 Reference to the Macedonian saying: �When a female is born, the
eaves cry� - Woe to the house where a female is born.
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Ba{ me interesira vo koj re~nik Neboj{a Vili}
pro~ital takva definicija. Se nadevam deka ne go
otvoril samo re~nikot na makedonskiot jazik (so
srpskohrvatski tolkuvawa) kade {to pod ma{ki
mo`el da pro~ita �juna~ki�, a pod `ensko � �`ensko
koga se ra|a streite pla~at�.

Zabluda 3: @enite, vo svojata su{tina, se leglovni
su{testva.

�Penetracijata, veli Neboj{a, e �isklu~ivo ma{ka
polova pozicija�, no malku podocna, isto taka veli
i deka vo �leglovnosta� �e sodr`ano penetrabilnoto
podra~je (sfera) na `enskata rodova strategija�.
Mo`e li da zamisli Neboj{a politika i/ili seks
bez penetracija?

�@enite �kurtizani (leglovnost) se degradiraat vo
prostitutki (krevetnost)�. Da potsetime, Oto Vajnin-
ger, eden od najpoznatite mizoginisti vo dvaesettiot
vek (sam si go odzede `ivotot na mladi godini) gi
dele{e `enite na dve kategorii: �Majki� i �Blud-
nici�. So radikalno prodlabo~uvawe na konceptot
na �bludnica�, profesorot Neboj{a Vili} se ~ini
dostojno ja prodol`uva zapadnata mizogini~ka
tradicija.

Katerina Kolozova
Flagrantno protivre~ie i konfuzija

Forum 110

Ona {to neodoliva predizvikuva na reakcija vo
tekstot na Neboj{a Vili} Hulahopki i tangi, kade
{to vo dva � najmnogu tri � potega nastojuva da ja
podrie sekoja istoriska, politi~ka (emancipa-
torska) i intelektualna relevantnost na feminis-

I would really like to see the dictionary in which Neboj�a
Vilic has read such a definition. I hope that he has not
looked up only the Dictionary of the Macedonian
Language (with Serbian-Croatian interpretation) where
under male he could read �heroic�, and under female the
saying �when a girl is born, the eaves cry�.

Blunder 3: Women, in their essence, are snuggery beings.

...Penetration, according to Neboj�a, is �an exclusively
male sexual position�, but further on he also says that
snuggery �comprises the penetrable sphere of female
gender strategy�. Can Neboj�a conceive politics or sex
without penetration?

...Women �courtesans (snuggery) degrade themselves to
prostitutes (bedability)�. Otto Waininger, one of the most
prominent misogynists of the twentieth century (who died
of his own hand at young age) divided women into two
categories: � Mothers� and �Whore� Radically deepening
the concept of the �whore�, Professor Neboj�a Vilic seems
to be continuing the Western misogynic tradition.

Katerina Kolozova
Flagrant Contradiction and Confusion

Forum 110

The thing that inexorably provokes reaction about Neboj�a
Vilic�s text �Tights and G-Strings� � where in two or three
moves at best he attempts to undermine every historical,
political (emancipating) and intelectual relevance of the
feminist movement and thought � is the curious moral
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ti~koto dvi`ewe i misla, e neobi~nata moralna i
intelektualna hrabrost na potfatot. Imeno, femi-
nisti~koto dvi`ewe vo 20. vek im ovozmo`i pravo
na glas na `enite (me|u ostanatite ~ovekovi prava),
a pak ponoviot akademski feminizam ja oboi sevkup-
nata post-strukturalisti~ka teoriska misla so
trendot na radikalnite dekonstrukcii na identi-
tetot kako intelektualna preokupacija (i toa ne samo
na rodoviot identitet). Ova vtorovo mo`eme da go
vidime ilustrirano vo faktot {to znamenoscite na
post-kolonijalnata kritika se tokmu Gajatri ̂ akra-
vorti Spivak ili ^andra Mohanti, pa i Homi Baba
(po rod/pol; ma`), ~ij diskurs e imanentno femi-
nisti~ki i koi ostanuvaat neodminlivi referenci
na feministi~kata/rodova teorija� Istite avtori
se inspiratori i na programskite opredelbi na �359
� mre`a za lokalni i subalterni hermenevtiki�
(direktor: Neboj{a Vili}). Vo ovaa smisla, neobi~na
e smelosta na d-r Vili} koj so pomo{ na argumentite
izvle~eni od edna edinstvena referenca, sosem
marginalna za po{irokata teoriska/nau~na misla �
a toa e tekstot na Valerij Sofronievski �Fenomenot
`ena vo svetot na umetni~ki pragmi� - }e gi urne en-
bloc i a priori site mo`ni argumenti na avtorite kako
Xudit Batler, @ak Derida, Fransoa Liotar, Simon
de Bovoar i u{te nekoi. Mislam deka proferor Vili}
na svoite studenti ne bi im odobril nitu edna obi~na
seminarska rabota {to po~iva na vaka krevka
argumentaciska struktura�

�Ednakvo relevanti faktori za deficientnosta na
ovoj tekst se obete: i argumentaciskite previdi i
retori~kata manipulativnost {to saka da ja pod-
metne, a ne so nea da izlo`i odredena pozicija/
vistina. Na prisustvoto na vtorovo uka`uva faktot
{to vo svojata analiza na makedonskiot aktivizam
svesno (i uspe{no) se slu`i so epistemsko-meto-

and intellectual boldness of the essay. Namely, feminist
movement in the 20th century brought to women (among
other human rights) the right to vote, while the more
recent academic feminism coloured the entire post-
structuralist theoretic thought with the trend of radical
deconstructions of identity as intellectual preoccupation
(and not only of gender identity). The latter is illustrated
by the fact that the ensigns of post-colonial criticism are
exactly Gayatri Chakravorty Spivak or Chandra Mohanty,
even Homi Bhabha (man by sex/gender), whose discourse

is immanently feminist and who remain unavoidable
references in feminist/gender theory ... those authors
inspired the programme of the �Local Subaltern
Hermeneutics Network 359� (Director: Neboj�a Vilic). In
this sense, D-r Vilic�s boldness is curious when, en bloc
and a priori, using the arguments drawn from a single
reference, entirely marginal for the broader theoretical/
academic thought - that is, Valerij Sofronievski�s text �The
Woman Phenomenon in the World of Artistic Paradigms�
- he pulls down every possible argument offered by
authors such as Judith Butler, Jacques Derrida, Jean-
François Lyotard, Simone De Beauvoir and several others.
I believe that Professor Vilic would not give his students
even a pass grade for a paper founded upon so fragile a
structure of arguments...

�Equally relevant factors for the deficiency of this text
are both the faults in the argumentation and the rhetorical
manipulation he tries to plant, instead of elaborating a
certain view/truth. The latter is suggested by the fact that,
analysing the Macedonian activism, he conscientiously
(and successfully) makes use of epistemological and
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dolo{kite alatki na rodovata/feministi~ka teo-
rija, i vo analizata doa|a do izvesen broj zaklu~oci
so koi mo`eme da se soglasime (na primer, poentata
na hierarhijata po logikata na �matronata�)�

�Stolb na raspravata na Vili} e redukcijata na
su{tinata na ̀ enata kako �leglovno su{testvo�, {to
pretstvuva, inaku, postapka na klasi~en esenci-
jalizam. Protivre~nosta, �maglovnata� nelogi~nost
na tekstot e zasilena i od toa {to esencijalizmot
pretstavuva inherentno metafizi~arska pozicija, i
daleku od postmodernizmot/poststrukturlizmot koj
avtorot saka da go navesti kako diskurs na koj mu
pripa|a�

Ukinuvaweto na mo`nosta od pravoto na dejstvuvawe
vo javnata sfera e direktno upateno protiv edno od
najbazi~nite ~ovekovi prava (i e imanentno vrzano
so klasi~noto pravo na glas i pozicija na ramno-
praven gra|anin)�

�Koga ve}e go upotrebuva poimot �performativnost�,
pretpostavuvam deka gospodinot Vili} go znae i
avtorot i smislata na konceptot na �performativity�.
Avtor na poimot e feministi~kata filozofka i
rodona~alni~ka na rodovite studii, Xudit Batler, a
nejzina teoriska potpora e mislata na Mi{el Fuko
i poimite na subjekt, diskurs i mo} proizvedeni vo
nejzinite ramki [�] Identitetite (vklu~itelno i
rodovite) ne se esencijalna zadadenost, imanentna
univerzalna dadenost, ami socio-kulturni i isto-
riski konstrukti podlo`ni na mnogukratni trans-
formacii, preoblikuvawa ili na identitet na
pove}eobraznost (multiplicity). Nakuso, nitu se
stabilni, nitu se vekovna zadadenost � vo kontekstite
na mo} i terminite na mo`nite diskursi za rodovite
identeiteti, subjektot �pregovara� (so op{testvoto)

methodological tools of gender/feminist theory, and
within that analysis he comes to a number of conclusions
that we might agree with (such as the point about the
hierarchy according to the �matron� logic)...

...The pillar of Vilic�s treatise is the reduction of the essence
of woman to a �snuggery being�, which is otherwise a
course of classical essentialism. The contradiction, the
�cloudy� fallacy of the text is also enhanced by the fact
that essentialism is an inherently metaphysical view, far
away from post-modernism/post-structuralism, which
the author wishes to hint at as being the discourse it
belongs to...

The denial of the possibility of having the right to act in
the public sphere is directly aimed against one of the most
basic human rights (which is immanently related to the
classical right to vote and to be equal citizen)...

...Since he uses the term �performativity�, I suppose that
Mr. Vilic knows the author and the meaning of the
�performativity� concept. The author of this term is the
feminist philosopher and founder of Gender Studies,
Judith Butler, while her theory relies on Michel Foucault�s
thought, and the terms �subject�, �discourse� and �power�
created within that framework. [...] Identities (including
gender) are not something essentially given as such,
something immanent, but socio-cultural and historical
constructs subject to multiple transformations, reshaping
- or multiplicity identity. In a word, they are neither stabile
nor predetermined - in the contexts of power and in terms
of possible discourses about gender identities, the subject
�negotiates� (with society) about the position and the
choice of identity. In this sense, according to the
performativity theory, nothing is �natural�, �essentially
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za svojata identitetna pozicija i izbor. Vo taa
smisla, ni{to, spored teorijata na performa-
tivnosta, ne e �prirodno�, �su{tinski zadadeno� kaj
identitetite, tuku e (navidum) �naturaliziran�
kulturen konstrukt {to se performira i niz negovata
performativnost vo ramki na diskursot se legiti-
mira.

U{te edna{ vo tekstot na Vili} naiduvame na
flagrantno protivre~ie i argumentaciska konfu-
zija: arhai~nata /arhaizira~ka pozicija na (toj
egzoti~en poim!) �leglovnosta�, toj ja brani, ni
pomalku ni pove}e � so teorijata na performa-
tivnosta na Batler�!

Sa{o Talevski
Nedozreanost i konfuzija

Forum 111

�Li~nata netrpelivost na � [Katerina Kolozova i
@arko Trajanoski] kon tezata na Vili} ja zasenuva[at]
reakcijata, so {to gi stavaat kako dominantni
li~nite aspekti, i so toa izleguvaat od ramkite na
teoretskiot diskurs i zadovolitelnoto nivo na
odnesuvawe�Li~no, se soglasuvam so kontraar-
gumentite protiv tezata za `enata kako �leglovno
su{testvo� i smetam deka formalno sekoe ~ove~ko
su{testvo, vo koja kategorija i da pripa|a: ̀ ena, ma`,
homoseksualec - `ena, homoseksualec � ma`, tra-
vestit�svoite prava vo �sistemot� treba da gi
ostvaruva vrz osnova na sopstveniot identitet
izgraden kako �kulturen konstrukt i niz diskursot
legaliziran i neutraliziran�, i kako takvi tie prava
treba da im bidat zagarantirani�

predetermined� about identities, but a (seemingly)
�naturalised� cultural construct which is performed and
through its performativity within the discourse it is
legitimised.

Once again we stumble upon a flagrant contradiction and
confusion of arguments in Vilic�s text: he defends the
archaic/archaising position of (lo and behold! an exotic
term) �snuggery nature�, by resorting to - imagine -
Butler�s performativity theory!

Sa�o Talevski
Immaturity and Confusion

Forum 111

... [Katerina Kolozova�s and Zarko Trajanovski�s] personal
hostility towards Vilic�s thesis overshadows their reaction,
thus setting their personal aspects as dominant and
therefore transgressing the framework of theoretical
discourse and decorum at a satisfactory level... I personally
subscribe to the arguments against the thesis that the
woman is a �snuggery being� and I believe that formally
all human beings, regardless of their category: woman,
man, homosexual woman, homosexual man,
transvestite... should practice their rigts within the
�system� on the basis of their own identities built as
�cultural constructs, legalised and neutralised through the
discourse�, and as such those rights should be guarantied
to all...
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�[N]e se vo pravo Kolozova i Trajano[v]ski koga go
kvalifikuvaat teoretskoto obmisluvawe na Vili}
kako omalova`uvawe na feministi~koto dvi`ewe,
u{te pove}e da go omalova`uvaat samiot avtor,
bidej}i sekoja teza postavena na teorisko nivo nitu
ima intencija nitu mo`e da navreduva�[N]itu
Kolozova, nitu koj i da e, nema pravo normativno da
nametnuva op{ti modeli za ostvaruvawe na indi-
vidualnite prava, za koja i da e kategorija na ~ovek
od gorespomenatite. Teoretskoto i centralisti~koto
postavuvawe na formalnite ramki za ostvaruvawe na
pravata na site lu|e zavr{uva tuka, ponatamu sledi
prakti~na individualna samorealizacija i identi-
fikacija od koja{to proizleguvaat razli~nite
na~ini na koi poedincite gi ostvaruvaat svoite
prava vo ramkite na sistemot...A konkretni na~ini
na realizacija poso~uva i Vili}, me|u koi i identi-
fikacija na pove}eto devojki kako �leglovni su{-
testva� i soodvetniot na~in na ostvaruvawe na
nivnite potrebi i prava vo op{testvoto.

Elizabeta [eleva
Volja za no}
(Dali zad sekoja tanga demne po edna bi-tanga?)

Forum 111

�Negoviot tekst nudi celi dve opcii za vospos-
tavuvawe na oportuna `enska egzistencija: legloto
(0) ili krevetot (1)�

�Sepak, sodr`inata na ovaa ponuda e mo{ne � bajata!
Sveduvaj}i ja �dr`avnosta� na `enata na bedniot
protektorat, pod ustavno priznaeno ime �Rozovo Geto�

... Kolozova and Trajano[v]ski are wrong when they label
Vilic�s theoretic reflection as one that is aimed at humbling
feminist movement, they mistake even more when they
scorn the author, for any thesis developed on a theoretical
level is neither intended nor able to insult... Neither
Kolozova nor anyone else is entitled to prescribe or impose
general models for realisation of individual rights for any
of the above categories of people. The theoretical and
centralised setting of formal frameworks for the
realisation of the rights of all people ends here; from there
begins the individual practical self-realisation and
identification whence arise all the various ways in which
individuals realise their rights in the system... Vilic too
points to some concrete ways of realisation, one such way
being the self-identification of the majority of the girls as
�snuggery beings� and accordingly they practice their
rights and satisfy their needs.

Elizabeta �eleva
Will for Night
(Is there a bully lurking behind each G-string?)

Forum 111

... His text offers a whole set of two remarkable options
for a fitting existence of women: a snuggery (0) and a bed
(1)...

... Still, the content of this offer is quite - putrid! - reducing
woman�s �statehood� to a sorry protectorate, under a
constitutional name �The Pink Ghetto� (Bedroom and
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(spalna i kujna). A samata sopruga � na fantomsko
(mider) prividenie, {to okapuva me|u yidovite, ̀ iva
sre}na koga nekoj }e ja zloupotebi kako leglovno
alibi ili dvono`na pravo{mukalka. Ma{ala,
efendi Vili}u! Ako si pripomnime i na �kurvin-
skata� esencija na politikata, vedna{ ni e pojasno:
kako toa, od edna strana, politikata/mo}ta na ~esnite
`eni po definicija im ostanuva generi~ki nedos-
tapna, dodeka, od druga strana, ma`ite, koi, po
definicija, ~esni i onaka ne se � masovno te`neat
da navlezat vo nea�

�Pustata jas, otsekoga{ si mislev deka sme bile
ne{to (mnogu) pove}e od �vga{teni� su{testva. Deka
vo nas kru`at zaedno po nekoj animus, em anima�

�Edno e, sepak, sigurno: stanuva zbor za mo{ne
zagoren (povte`liv) pristap: sam po sebe, vo ova
vreme na ladewe na strastite i �studen univerzum�,
toj pristap pobuduva izvesna po~it i razbirawe.
Duri i Ruso tvrde{e deka strasta e izvor na jazikot i
govorot.

No, edno e strasta (vo dosluh so kreativnosta), a drugo
e (sterilnata fiziolo{ka nastrvenost! Ako nabrek-
natite �umovi� se ravenkata na pedofilskiot povte`
po �prepolnetoto�, toga{, voajerskoto (i inakvo)
posegawe po gletki, tela, t.e. �trofei� � ne nudi
ni{to pove}e, od brzopoteznoto �pospe{uvawe� na
podostarenata cirkulacija. Sade prazna (i ta`na)
konsumentska nedokvakanost. Zgora na s$ - homoso-
cijalna�

Klasi~na Levi-Stros situacija: `enata kako objekt
na razmena (moneta na erotsko potkusuruvawe) me|u
ma`ite. Ili � tipi~en �Balkan� sindrom: kolekci-
nerstvoto na (pod-legnati) ̀ eni, kako koeficient na

Kitchen), and the wife herself - to a ghastly (corset)
apparition that slaves between the walls and rejoices when
someone abuses her as a snug alibi or bipod vacuum
cleaner. Bravo, effendi Vilic! If we remember the
�whorish� essence of politics, everything becomes much
clearer instantly: how come on the one hand the politics/
power by definition generically remains unreachable to
honest women - and on the other hand, multitudes of men,
who, by definition are not honest anyway - strive to
penetrate it...

...Poor me, I have always thought that we are (much) more
than �creatures in undies�; that an animus and an anima
hover somewhere within us...

...One thing is certain, however: what we are talking about
here is a horny (lecherous) approach: such as it is, at this
time of cooling passions and �cold universe�, that
approach inspires certain respect and understanding.
Even Rousseau claimed that passion was the source of
language and speech.

Yet, speech is one thing (in alliance with creativity), and
quite another thing is the (sterile) physiological preying!
If the erect �minds� are the equation of paedophile lust
for the �bursting�, then the voyeuristic (and any other)
reaching for sights, bodies, i.e. �trophies� - offers nothing
more than what the quick �improvement� of the somewhat
exhausted circulation offers. This is but an empty (and
sad) consumerist greenness. And which is more, it is
homosocial...

This is a classical Levi-Strauss situation: woman seen as
an object of exchange (a coin for erotic compensation)
between men. Call it a typical �Balkan� syndrome:
collection of women (laid) as a coefficient of personal
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li~niot presti`. Bajagi problemati~no toga{, koga
samiot kolekcioner se nao|a vo pozicija na koloni-
jalna �oralnost� i �analnost�, po odnos na impera-
tivno penetrirantniot zapad.^unki, ako denes
razgaleno ka`e deka �krevetot e pole za kulturen
natprevar me|u narodite�, na{iot balkanski kandid
naka~enko debelo }e go obere svojot kolonijalen
�bostan�. Bidej}i (za negova ogromna ̀ al) krevetskata
arena e daleku pod nivoto na golemite globalni
apsiracii, kon koi duri i toj samiot naivno ezdi.
Oti, sovremeniot svet ni poka`uva deka statusot i
po~itta ne se vrodeni (genitalni) pridobivki,
locirani sade vo (sodr`inite na) ne~ii ga}i. Niv
sosem seriozno i pove}estrano treba da gi osvoju-
vame�

Intervju so Ferid Muhi}
Balkanskiot ma~o ne e
ni{to vo odnos na japonskiot
Razgovaral Sla|an Penev

Forum 112

[�]

Poagresivni bea feministkite, otkolku, da ka`am
taka, antifeministot Neboj{a Vili}�Polemikata
poka`a i deka eden del od na{ite vode~ki pomladi
umovi ~itaat. Tie pro~itale mnogu novi raboti, ne
samo za niv, bidej}i toa e najnovata literatura i tie,
kako {to naj~esto biduva, stanaa sve{tenici,
braniteli na tie novi stavovi�Ima{e edna pomalku
poststrukturalisti~ka, a pove}e neodogmati~na nota
vo celiot toj razgovor. Za mene klu~niot problem e
toa {to se poka`uva ogromna netrpelivost, netole-

prestige. It is quite problematic then, when the very
collector finds himself in a position of colonial �oral stage�
and �anal stage�, as opposed to the imperatively
penetrating west. And if today he merrily says that �the
bed is an arena for cultural contest of the peoples�, our
Balkan candid rake will really get it in the colonial neck.
For, (at his own great perplexity) the arena of the bed is
far below the level of the great global aspirations, to which
he naively glides himself. Modern world shows us that
status and respect are not inborn (genital) assets resting
only in the content of one�s pants. We must obtain them
repeatedly and with great seriousness...

Interview with Ferid Muhic
The Macho of the Balkans is Nothing Com-
pared to the Japanese One
Interviewer Sladjan Penev

Forum 112

[�]

The feminists were more aggressive than, if I may say so,
the antifeminist Neboj�a Vilic... The polemics also
demonstrated that some of our leading young minds do
read. They have read many new things - new not only to
them, as it is the latest literature - and, as it usually
happens, they have become the disciples or vindicators
of those views... The entire discussion had a rather non-
dogmatic than post-structuralist note. In my opinion, the
key problem is that it reveals a tremendous hostility and
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rantnost sprema koj bilo {to misli sprotivno ili
razli~no od ova novonau~enoto�

[�]

�Vili} predlo`i da se izememe od onoj strikten,
rigorozen poststrukturalisti~ki koncept, odnosno
da se izleze nadvor od ~isto teoriskiot diskurs i da
se prerasne vo edna sodr`inska analiza za toa kakva
e navistina funkcionalnata sostojba me|u t.n.
generi~ki, `anrovski, gender, rodovski opoziti vo
Makedonija... tuka se poka`uva ne{to {to tie go
previdoa, imeno deka zborot gender e pandan na
francuskoto `anr, odnosno na genus, i koristeweto
na poimot �rod� kako razli~en od polot e o~igledno
obid da se odbegne zamkata na esencijalizmot.

[�]

�Ambicijata da se odbegne onaa biolo{ka aluzija
sodr`ana vo sexus, pol, ne uspea ni so gender, ni so
rod, bidej}i �rod� e onoj koj e roden takov i zatoa
postojat ma{ki i `enski rod. Roden � zna~i e
definitiven, esencijalen. Vo zborot �rod� e sodr`an
esencijalizam. Taka {to ambicijata da se odbegne ova
i da se prodol`i vo eden poelasti~en, pofleksi-
bilen kontekst vo koj se nudi taa socijalna, kulturna,
civilizaciska aktivnost koja vlijae vrz podelbata
na �rodovite�. Taa ambicija ne e zadovolena ako se
vratime kon zna~eweto na zborot. Zborot �rod� vo koj
bilo kontekst aplicira distinkcija koja e vonsoci-
jalna, vonkulturna. Taa e a priori, taa doa|a pred
kulturata, koga }e se ka`e �ma{ki rod� ili �`enski
rod�, se pretpostavuva ne{to {to e vonsocijalno,
bidej}i aludira na ona �da se bide roden kako ma{ko
ili `ensko�, a posle toa mo`e da se smeni ne{to
podocna, no se ra|ame kako ma{ko ili `ensko i

intolerance towards anyone who thinks otherwise or
whose views differ from their newly acquired knowledge...

[�]

... Vilic suggested exempting ourselves from the strict,
rigorous post-structuralist concept - that is, going beyond
the purely theoretical discourse and move on towards a
substantial analysis of the functional condition between
the so called generic, genre, gender opposites in
Macedonia... Something that they fail to see was revealed:
that the word gender is a pendant of the French word
genre, i.e. genus, and the use of the term �gender� as
different from sex is obviously an attempt to avoid the
trap of essentialism.

[�]

... The Ambition to avoid this biological allusion contained
in sexus (sex) by using gender failed, because the reason
behind �gender� is that one has been engendered (brought
into being, born) and that is why male sex and female sex
exist. Engendered (born) - means definite, essential. The
very word �gender� comprises essentialism. Therefore, the
ambition to evade this and go on in a more elastic, more
flexible context in which this social, cultural and civil
activity that influences the division into sexes cannot be
satisfied if we look at the meaning of the word. �Gender�
in any context implies a distinction, which is beyond
society, beyond culture. It is a priori; it comes before
culture; saying �male� or �female� implies something
beyond society because it alludes to �being engendered
(born) as either a male or a female�, which may be changed
later, but we are born either male or female and therefore
we can belong either to the male gender or to the female
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spored toa mo`e da si pripadnik na ma{kiot ili na
`enskiot rod. Jazikot ni poka`a deka po~navme da
mislime za ne{to za {to nemame terminologija.

�[Edno] od glavnite obvinenija protiv N. Vili} e
obvinenieto za esencijalizam. Poradikalnite strui
na feminizmot imaa(t) ̀ estoka polemika so esenci-
jalizmot. Obvinenieto za esencijalizam e tukure~i
obvinenie za nemoral, za golem prestap� Sporot
okolu esencijalizmot e i najzna~ajnata teoriska
pridobivka na polemikata {to se vode{e na strani-
cite na Forum.

[�]

Esencijalizmot vo ovie feministi~ki struewa e
najnapa|ana opcija, bidej}i taa ima nezgodni
implikacii po feministi~koto stojali{te� ako
`enata ne e nu`no razli~na od ma`ot, toga{ nema
ni{to specifi~no, toga{ nema svoja diferentia
specifica. Toga{ go nema ni feminizmot, koj neli
doa|a od femina, `ena, koja ako nema svoj su{tinski
beleg, ako nema svoja priroda, svoja esencija, toga{
celiot feminizam e bespredmetna toeriska pozicija.

[�]

Simon De Bovoar se pra{uva dali ̀ enata se ra|a ili
se sozdava. Nejziniot odgovor e jasen � taa se sozdava.
Ako go zemete toa doslovno, toa e sosem glupavo, ne e
to~no. Nikakvi socijalni intervencii nema da
uspeat od ma{koto bebe da sozdadat `ensko...Vo taa
smisla, ovaa razlika e apsolutna i vo taa razlika
nema somnevawe. Nikoga{ niedna ̀ ena nema da mo`e
da stane tatko. Realno toa e druga struktura. Zna~i
li toa deka su{tinata treba da bide vo prirodnite
predispozicii?

gender. Language has shown us that we have started
thinking about something for which we lack terminology.

... [One] of the main accusations against N. Vilic is that of
being essentialist. The more radical currents of feminism
(have) engaged in fierce polemics with essentialism. The
accusation of essentialism is almost an accusation of
immorality, of a major crime... The dispute concerning
essentialism is in fact the most important benefit that the
polemics in Forum yielded.

[�]

In these feminist currents essentialism is the most
attacked option, because it has uncomfortable
implications on feminist views. If woman is not necessarily
different form man, then she has nothing which is
particular to her, no diferentia specifica of her own. If
that is so, then feminism too - which, as we know, comes
from femina (woman) - lacks it; and if she does not have
an essential mark, a particular nature, her own essence,
then feminism itself is a superfluous theoretic standpoint.

[�]

Simone de Beauvoir wonders whether woman gives birth
or creates. Her answer is clear - woman creates. If you
take that literally, it is utterly stupid, untrue. No social
intervention will ever turn a baby boy into a girl... In this
sense, this difference is absolute and there is no doubt
about it. Never will a woman be able to become a father.
It is really a different structure. Does that mean the
essence should be in the natural predispositions?
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[�]

Xudit Batler e izrazit antiesencijalist, me|utoa taa
insistira vrz menlivata konstrukcija na identi-
tetot na `enata. @enata e samo mo`nost da se bide
{to bilo. Zna~i, taa mora da gi menuva sopstvenite
proekti za sopstveniot identetet i mo`e toa suvereno
da go pravi, bidej}i ne e optovarena so nikakvi
hipoteki na nemenlivi su{tini. Toa e toj najavan-
gardern govor za `enata koja nema su{tina. Kako
magla od koja mo`e{ da napravi{ {to-gode.

[�]

�Nikoj ne mo`e da ima taka opstojno iskustvo {to
bi mo`el od prva raka da zboruva za site balkanski
ma`i, a ova drugovo se stereotipi, prikaski deka
kakvi bilo istoriski tovari vlijaat vrz ma{kata
potencija. Bez razlika dali sme protektorat, onoj
{to ima suverena erekcija, ja ima bez ogled koj }e
dojde tuka i nikakvi tovari ne vlijaat vrz toa. Vo toj
pogled mo`e da bide mirna i mojata draga prijatelka
Beti [eleva, a i site ostanati koi mislat deka toa
ima nekakva vrska� Li~nite traumi mo`at da bidat
pre~ka, a kolektivnite ne vlijaat. Voop{to, seksot e
li~en ~in, ne e kolektiven, duri i da e grupen.

Inaku, i onie prikazni za balkanskiot �ma~o� se
ni{to vo odnos na japonskiot �ma~o�. Za sekoj Japonec
nema pogolemi mivki od balkancite.

[�]
�I vo najludiot koncept, idejata za nekakov zagovor
na edniot rod protiv drugiot, za nekakva skriena
vojna {to se slu~uva i no}e koga sme zaedno vo ista

[�]

Judith Butler is an obvious anti-essentialist but she insists
on the changeable construction of woman�s identity.
Woman is merely an occasion to be virtually anything.
Therefore, she has to change her projects for her own
identity and she can do that sovereignly as no unalterable
substances encumber her. This is the most vanguard
speech about woman who has no substance. Like fog
which you can mould into anything.

[�]

�Nobody can have so substantial an experience as to
speak for all the men of the Balkans firsthand; the rest
are stereotypes, stories that some historical burdens affect
male potency. In a protectorate or not, he whose erection
is sovereign will continue to have it regardless of who
comes here and no burden can ever affect that. My dear
friend Beti Seleva and all those who think that it makes
any difference, need not be vexed in this respect... Personal
traumas can handicap but the collective ones are of no
consequence. Actually, sex is a personal act, not collective,
even if it is group sex.

And, by the way, all those stories about the �macho� of
the Balkans are nothing compared to the Japanese
�macho�. According to every Japanese, there aren�t bigger
milksops than the Balkan men.

[�]
�Even the craziest concept, the idea that there is a
conspiracy of one gender against the other, the idea about
some hidden war that goes on even at night while we share
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postela, deka nie vsu{nost se demneme eden so drug i
deka e toa borba za vlast, kako i celata teza za
patrijarhat ili matrijarhat se besmisleni. Kako da
postoel nekoj centar vo koj ma`ite ili `enite tajno
se dogovarale kako da gi dr`at vo pokornost pripad-
nicite na drugiot pol.

[�]

Nema nikakvo somnenie deka dobar del od aktivno-
stite koi se socijalno klu~ni, kaj {to se parite, kaj
{to e mo}ta itn. go monopoliziraat ma`ite. Me|utoa
toa ne treba da bide element na zagovor. Toa e delumno
mo`e da bide objasnivo od razlikata na interesot.
Mo`ebi ̀ enite pomalku realno gi privlekuvaat ovie
sferi. I ova odli~no se vklopuva vo onaa teza na
nekoi feministi~ki avtorki koi utvrdile deka kaj
`enite nagonot za kompetitivnosta e daleku pomal.
Ve}e toa poka`uva deka se superiorni kako um.
Mo`ete li da go zamislite Buda da se natprevaruva
da stane direktor, lider na partija? @enite se
poblisku do razbiraweto na idealot na nebitnosta.
Tie se svrteni kon pova`nite raboti.

[�]

Mislam deka treba da se reducira ambicioznosta na
feminizmot, da ostane edna teoriska oblast koja nema
da odi na regulirawe na intimniot `ivot, od toa bi
morala da se vozdr`i. No kako potfat koj otvora
mnogu novi, dotoga{ nezabele`eni temi, feminiz-
mot ima neprocenliva nau~na i akademska vrednost
vo istorijata na socijalnoto samopoznanie. Tuka
na{ite avtori, na moe golemo zadovolstvo, po~nuvaat
da rabotat sistematski.

the same bed, that in fact we lie in wait for each other and
that there is a struggle for power, like the theses about
patriarchy or matriarchy, are pointless. As if men and
women have plotted to hold the opposite sex in
submission.

[�]

There is no doubt that a good share of the key social
activities in terms of money, power etc. has been
monopolised by men. However, that should not imply an
element of conspiracy. Different interests should account
for that partially. Perhaps women are in reality less
attracted to those spheres. This fits excellently into the
thesis of some feminist authors who have concluded that
women have by far a weaker drive for competitiveness.
This alone shows that they have superior minds. I cannot
credit that Buddha would have competed to become a
manager or a leader of a political party. Women are closer
to the understanding of the ideal of unimportance. They
turn to more important matters.

[�]

I think that the ambition of feminism should be reduced,
that it should remain a theoretical filed that will not
attempt to regulate personal life; it would have to refrain
from that. But as an attempt that opens many new,
previously unrecorded subjects, feminism has given
invaluable academic and scientific contribution in the
history of social self-discovery. To my great delight, our
authors are starting to work systematically in this field.
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Feminizmot po~nuva so imitirawe na ma`ot�
[m]e|utoa dali imitiraweto na ma`ite i presta-
nuvaweto na toa da se bide `ena e maksimum na eden
tolku sovr{en biolo{ki ili bo`ji proekt kakov {to
e `enata. Taa nosi vo sebe kapaciteti koi se trans-
humani vo onaa smisla vo koaj bi go reducirale ona
~ove~koto vrz ma`ot.

[�]

Mislam deka voop{to `enite vo politikata ne se
mnogu sre}ni, kako {to ne se ni ma`ite�Politikata
ne pravi rodovi, polovi kompromisi. Vo politikata
`enata prestanuva da bide `ena, nema izbor.

@arko Trajanoski
Ma`ite i nivnata �suverena erekcija�
Kon �Balkanskiot ma~o ne e ni{to vo odnos na
japonskiot� Forum 112

Forum 113

�Na novinarskoto pra{awe kako bi ja komentiral
tezata na edna u~esni~ka vo polemikata a propo
�krizata na ma{kosta na Balkanot, profesorot, me|u
drugoto, odgovara:��onoj {to ima suverena erekcija
ja ima bez ogled koj }e dojde tuka�vo toj pogled mo`e
da bide mirna i mojata draga prijatelka Beti
[eleva�. [to e u{te po~udno, ovaa �suptilna�
eratolo{ka aluzija sleduva otkako profesorot ja
otfrla sugeriranata teza za balkanskite ma`i
koristej}i go sledniov tip protivargument:��nikoj
ne mo`e da ima taka opstojno iskustvo {to bi mo`el

Feminism began with impersonations of men... but is
impersonating a man and ceasing to be a woman the
highlight of so perfect a biological or divine project as
woman? She carries within herself capacities that are
trans-human in the sense that they would reduce that
which is human upon man.

 [�]

I think that women are not happy in politics, anyway, just
as men are not happy in it either... Politics makes no
gender or sex compromises. In politics a woman ceases
to be a woman, she has no choice.

Zarko Trajanoski
Men and Their �Sovereign Erection�
On �The �Macho� of the Balkans is nothing compared to
the Japanese �macho� Forum 112

Forum 113

�When asked by the journalist how he would comment
the thesis about the crisis of manhood in the Balkans,
which had been suggested by one of the participants in
the polemics, the professor, among other things, replies:
�He whose errection is sovereign will continue to have it
regardless of who comes here and no burden can ever
affect that. My dear friend Beti �eleva needs not be vexed
in this respect�... It is even stranger that this �subtle�
Eratological allusion comes after the professor has
rejected the suggested thesis about Balkan men, using the
following type of arguments: �Nobody can have so
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od prva raka da zboruva za site balkanski ma`i, a ova
drugovo se stereotipi, prikaski�� istiot tip argu-
ment mo`e da se primeni na univerzalniot iskaz {to
go dava nekolku reda podocna (vo koj, se nadevame,
zborot �Japonci� se odnesuva na site japonski ma`i
- vo sekoj drug slu~aj bi bil elementaren primer na
seksizam). �Za sekoj Japonec nema pogolemi mivki od
Balkancite.� Vo opstojnoto iskustvo na profesorot
{to mu ovozmo`uva od prva raka da dava vakvi iskazi
za site Japonci, ne se somnevame�

�Ona so {to mo`eme da se soglasime e deka idejata
za postoewe na samo dva pola e edna od osnovnite
ideolo{ki pretpostavki na Zapadnata i, sekako, ne
samo Zapadnata kultura. Se razbira, razlikata dali
bebeto e ma{ko ili ̀ ensko voop{to ne e trivijalna,
nitu od socijalen, a u{te pomalku od praven aspekt.
Me|utoa, najdobar dokaz za toa deka voop{to ne mo`e
da stane zbor za apsolutna razlika se navistina
retkite, no mnogu ubedlivi slu~ai vo koi {to
razlikata ednostavno ne funkcionira. Terminite
interseksualnost, polova dvosmislenost, hermafro-
ditizam, se odnesuvaat tokmu na slu~aite (koi, spored
izvesni procenki, iznesuvaat okolu 1,7%) vo koi
genitaliite na bebeto ne mo`at da se podvedat na
postojnite sociokulturni ili/ili koncepti �ma{-
ko-`ensko�. Vo takvite slu~ai, voobi~aena praktika
na specijalistite za interseksualnost se hirur{kite
intervencii vrz genitaliite na deteto, so cel, kako
{to uka`uva eden borec za interseksualni prava �
�da se vklopat vo Prokurstoviot krevet na na{ata
kulturna definicija na rodot�. Vakvite medicinski,
a podocna i socijalni intervencii vrz deteto � se
~estopati destruktivni za negovata seksualnost i za
negovoto ~uvstvo na telesen integritet. Spored En
Fausto-Sterling, geneti~arka i profesorka po
medicina, tie se vo funkcija na odr`uvaweto na

substantial experience as to speak for all the men of the
Balkans firsthand; the rest are stereotypes, stories...� The
same argument can be applied to the statement he makes
a few lines bellow (in which the word �Japanese�, we hope,
refers to all Japanese men - anything else would be an
example of sheer sexism). �According to every Japanese,
there aren�t bigger milksops than the Balkan men.� We
do not question the professor�s substantial experience that
allows him to make such statements about all Japanese
men...

�We can agree that the idea that only to sexes exist is one
of the basic ideological assumptions of western culture -
and, of course, not only of western culture. Certainly,
whether the baby is male or female is not a trivial question
at all, either from a social or from a legal aspect. However,
the strongest evidence that one cannot speak about
absolute difference are the rear, indeed, but very
convincing cases when the difference simply does not
work. The terms intersexuality, sexual ambiguity,
hermaphroditism refer exactly to the cases (according to
some estimates amounting to around 1.7%) when the
genitalia of the babies do not correspond to the existing
socio-cultural �either - or� male/female concepts. In such
cases the usual practice of intersexuality specialists is to
subject the babies� genitalia to surgery so that they might
- as one advocate of intersexual rights points out - �fit in
the Procrust bed of our definition of gender.� Such
medical, and later social, interventions upon the child
often have a destructive effect on its sexuality and feeling
of physical integrity. According to Anne Fausto-Sterling,
geneticist and professor of medicine, they serve to
preserve the �bipartisan sexual system� which is in
opposition with nature considering that, from a biological
viewpoint, there are many gradations between male and
female. Regarding the incapacity of women to father
children... with the establishment of the first sperm-bank,
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�dvopartiskiot polov sistem� koj e protiv prirodata,
koga }e se zeme predvid deka, od biolo{ka gledna
to~ka, postojat mnogu gradacii pome|u ma{koto i
`enskoto. [to se odnesuva do nesposobnosta za
tatkovstvo kaj `enite � so osnovaweto na prvata
banka na sperma, reprodukcijata na ~ovekoviot rod
ve}e ne zavisi od ma`ite i nivnata �sposobnost za
suverena erekcija� i ejakulacija. Tehnikite na in vitro
oploduvawe i, verojatno, kloniraweto, mo`at za
kratko vreme radikalno da gi promenat tradici-
onalnite praktiki na reprodukcija i socijaliza-
cija�.

�Patrijarhatot e ponekoga{ ekspliciten, naj~esto
impliciten, sistem na vrednosti i sistem na odnosi
koj, me|u drugoto, go ovozmo`uva i koncentriraweto
na mo}ta vo racete na ma{kiot rod [...] da bevme
pointeligentni, nema{e da gi imame ovie politi~a-
ri, a }e imavme i pove}e ̀ eni vo politikata. Faktot
{to gi imame vo tolku mal broj e samo eden od
pokazatelite za visokiot stepen na patrijarhalnost
na sistemot vo koj `iveeme.

Ferid Muhi}
Znaewe i mislewe

Forum 114

�Mu se raduvam na tekstot na mojot drag prijatel
@arko Trajanoski, po povod moeto intervju na temata
za koja toj navistina dosta znae.
]e gi komentiram onie mesta koi gi razbiram kako
pokana zaedni~ki da razmisluvame na nekoi od
temite povrzani so feminizmot.

human reproduction no longer depends on men and their
�sovereign erection or ejaculation�. In a short time in vitro
impregnation and cloning can radically change the
traditional reproduction and socialisation practices...

...Patriarchy is sometimes an explicit and most of the time
an implicit system of values and relationships that allows,
among other things, concentration of power in the hands
of men... If we were more intelligent, we would not have
the politicians we now have and there would be more
women in politics. The fact that they are so few of them in
politics is among the indicators of the high degree of
patriarchy in our system.

Ferid Muhic
Knowing and Thinking

Forum 114

�I rejoice at the text of my dear friend Zarko Trajanoski
regarding my interview on the subject he is really
knowledgeable about. I will comment on those bits that I
understand as an invitation for us to reflect upon matters
related to feminism together.
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1. Mojot stav za toa deka krizata na ma{kosta na
Balkanot, ili kade bilo vo svetot, ne e tolku
evidentno povrzana so politi~kite okolnosti,
kako {to sugerira eden del od sovremenata
teoriska produkcija, voop{to ne e �eratolo{ka
aluzija�. Seksualnosta e kapacitet kontroliran od
mnogu podlaboki centri otkolku {to se onie koi
sferata na politikata mo`e direktno da gi
aficira. Tvrdeweto deka nekoi lu|e imaat suverna
erekcija bez ogled na politi~kata situacija vo
regionot e prost fakt...Eventualnoto smaluvawe na
potencijata na balkanskite ma`i, dokolku e
dovolno argumentiran naod, mo`e pouverlivo da
se tolkuva so mnogu drugi faktori, otkolku so
izmenata na politi~kite okolnosti.

2. Za ma~oizmot na japonskata kultura odvaj da
trebaat ilustracii. [�]Na Tokiskiot univerzitet,
vo 1986 godina, brojot na `eni-profesorki bil,
spored ovoj kolega, 0 (i so bukvi: nula)

3. Simon de Bovoar, ili koj bilo, ne e isto {to i
nekoja nejzina (negova) izjava. Tvrdeweto deka za
novorodenite bebiwa de fakto ne znaeme dali se
ma{ki ili ̀ enski, odnosno, deka gre{ime koga im
go opredeluvame polot tolku rano, ednostavno i
nedvosmisleno e i glupavo i neto~no tvrdewe. Toa
nikako ne treba da se pro{iri vrz li~nosta koja
tvrdi takvo ne{to[�]

4. Se ra|aat, navistina, i deca so neizifernciran
pol. Se ra|aat i teliwa so dve glavi. No i vo dvata
slu~ai toa e, objektivno, isklu~ok, odnosno
deformitet i, subjektivno, ogromen hendikep. Ne
stanuva zbor za nekakov zagovor {to kulminira vo
navodniot �dvopartiski sistem�. Takvite primeri
ednostavno ne mo`at da bidat osnova za teoriski

1. My views that the crisis of manhood in the Balkans, or
elsewhere in the world, is not so evidently related to
political circumstances, as a part of the modern
theoretical production suggests, are by no means
�Eratological allusion�. Sexuality is a capacity
controlled by much deeper centres than the ones that
the sphere of politics can affect directly. The claim that
some people have sovereign erection regardless of the
political situation in the region is a simple fact... Any
weakening of the potency of the Balkan men, if the
finding is argued well enough, can be more
convincingly ascribed to many other factors rather than
to the changed political circumstances.

2. The machoism of the Japanese culture hardly needs
any illustration. [�] According to this colleague, in
1986 the number of women professors at Tokyo
University was 0 (in letters: zero).

3. Simone de Beauvoir, or anyone else, is not what her
(his) statement is. The claim that de facto we do not
know whether newborns are male or female, i.e. that
we are mistaken when we determine their sex so early,
is simply and unambiguously stupid and erroneous.
This should by no means extend to the person who
claims such a thing [�]

4. Indeed, children with undifferentiated sex have been
born. Calves with two heads have been calved too. But,
objectively, both cases are exceptions or deformities -
and, subjectively, in both are a tremendous handicap.
There is no conspiracy that culminates with the alleged
�bipartisan system�. Such examples cannot form a
basis for theoretic revisions of the concept that is
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revizii na koncepcijata vtemelena vrz apsoltuna
faktografija na binomskata polova podelba na
prakti~no siot ̀ iv svet. Pa duri i kaj onie vidovi
pol`avi koi se dvopolni, se znae koj del mu e
ma{kiot , a koj `enskiot. Ednakvo kako i kaj
hermafroditite. Samiot hirur{ki zafat ne
dematira, tuku ja potvrduva ovaa razlika: to~no se
znae {to treba da se otstrani, a {to da se za~uva
ili da se dodade za pacientot da stane li~nost od
ovoj ili od onoj pol[�]

5. �Prvata banka na sperma�, kako dokaz deka
reprodukcijata ve}e ne zavisi od ma`ite? Pa,
kolega, ve molam, koj ja dava (od kogo se zema?)
spermata?

6. I, kone~no, mitot za patrijarhatot i maliot broj
`eni vo na{ata politika. Statistikata ne
doka`uva postoewe konspirativna insitucija.
Mnogu pomalku rabotnici ili selani ima vo
na{ata i vo koja bilo druga politi~ka elita na
svetot, i proporcionalno i vo apsolutni broevi,
otkolku `eni, no toa navistina samo so mnogu
neodmerena imaginacija bi mo`elo da se tolkuva
kako zagovor na matrijarhatot protiv ma`ite
selani i rabotnici[�]

Elizabeta [eleva
Dali e dovolno da se bide ma`?

Forum 114

�Povtorno se slu~i toa, akcentot na u~esnicite
pove}e da se �stava� vrz dol`inata namesto vrz
te`inata na nivnite �argumenti��namesto seriozno
da bide uva`ena su{tinata i relevantnosta na ovaa

founded upon the absolute facts of the binomial sexual
distinction in the entire living world. Even among
bisexual species the male part can be told from the
female. It is the same with hermaphrodites. The actual
surgery does not refute this difference; on the contrary,
it confirms it: it is clear what needs to be removed and
what needs to be preserved or added for the patient to
become a person of the one or the other sex. [�]

5. �The first sperm bank� is a proof that reproduction no
longer depends on men? Good heavens, colleague!
Who is the donor of the sperm (who do they take it
from)?

6. Finally, a word about the myth about patriarchy and
the small number of women in our politics. The
statistics do not show presence of a conspiring
institution. There are much fewer workers or farmers
than women in our or any other political elite, both
proportionally and in absolute numbers; but only an
unthoughtful imagination could possibly interpret this
as a conspiracy of matriarchy against male farmers and
workers. [�]

Elizabeta �eleva
Is Being a Man Enough?

Forum 114

�It happened again; again the collocutors invest more in
the length than in the strength of their �arguments�...
Instead of being seriously appreciated, the essence and
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rasprava se zloupotrebuva za jaknewe na �estradniot
� (seksisti~ki) marketing.

[�]

�Dali e dovolno da se bide `ena, da se zboruva kako
`ena? Dali �zboruvaweto kako `ena� e fakt utvrden
so nekoj biolo{ki uslov ili so strate{ki, teoriski
stav, so anatomija ili so kultura?�

Na prv pogled paradoksalna, ovaa formulacija,
vsu{nost, aktuelizira eden izvonredno va`en, i, vo
na{ava polemika (od neznaewe ili od �strate{ki�
pobudi) isto taka, �elegantno� premol~an fakt. Toa e
nepostoeweto na avtomatska vrska me|u polot i rodot,
me|u lai~ki nereflektiranata i kriti~ki relekti-
ranata rodova pozicija, odnosno svesta za (s)eksplo-
atacija i manipulacija so mo{ne delikatnata,
polova klasifikacija i diferencijacija na kultu-
rata.

[�]

[Patrijarhatot] sistematski gi pozicionira ma`ot
i `enata vo uloga na socio-kulturni antagonis-
ti�faktot, {to �tamu nekade�, vo Japonija i �tuka
nekade� na Balkanot, evantualno postoi kvanti-
tativna razlika po odnos na stepenot na rodovata
diskriminacija, sepak, e argument, koj ne ja namaluva
i ne ja doveduva pod pra{awe, nitu ja amnestira
(gor~livata, no gri`livo �naturaliziranata�)
stvarnost na rodoviot hegemonizam.

[�]

�So ogled na negovata etni~ka neobele`nost, i
ponatamu ostanuva mo`no, diskursot za rodovite

the relevance of this debate is being abused for boosting
�show business� (sexist) marketing.

[�]

�Is being a woman, talking like a woman enough? Is
�talking like a woman� a fact determined by a biological
condition or by a strategic, theoretical position, by
anatomy or culture?�

At first glance paradoxical, this formulation actually
actualises an extremely important fact that has remained
elegantly unspoken in our polemic, (either due to
ignorance or �strategic� motives). I mean the absence of
automatic relationship between sex and gender, between
the dilettante unreflective and the critically reflective
gender position, i.e. the conscientiousness about
(s)exploitation and manipulation of a very delicate sexual
classification and differentiation of culture.

[�]

[Patriarchy] systematically places man and woman in
roles of sociocultural antagonists... The fact that
�somewhere far away� in Japan and �somewhere here� in
the Balkans there is a quantitative difference in the degree
of gender discrimination is still an argument that does
not reduce or challenge or grant amnesty for our (grim
but carefully �naturalised�) reality of gender hegemony.

[�]

�Considering that it has not been embedded in our ethics,
the discourse on women�s gender rights can be
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prava na `enite �legitimno� i bez nikakvi posle-
dici, javno da bide ismevan (oti e, neli, etni~ki
neobvrzan) duri i vo uslovi koga vladee ̀ anrovskata
konjuktura na ~ovekovite prava.

[�]

�Mojata prethodno soop{tena hipoteza za �krizata
na ma{kosta na Balkanot�, prvenstveno ima({e)
op{ta (nadli~na) i SIMBOLI^KA konotacija, taka
{to (iako e mo{ne indikativno kako odnesuvawe),
sogovornicite, sepak, bez nikakva (osven, mo`ebi,
li~na) potreba, zagri`eno si gi i{kaa muvite od
svoite, demek, suvereni �tangi�!

Imeno, aktuelnite akademski soznanija uka`uvaat na
toa deka ideologijata na imperijalizmot e neraz-
delno povrzana (nepoznatliva) bez udelot na teori-
jata na rodovata nadmo} na kolonizatorite. A taa, za
`al, podednakvo se izrazuva po odnos na koloni-
ziranite - ̀ eni, kako i � ma`i�.Krizata na Ma{kos-
ta na Balkanot e objektivno postojana ({to ne zna~i
i konsenzualno raspoznaena) pojava, nesomeneno
predizvikana od neporeklivite, socio-politi~ki i
socio-kulturni nastani, koi od temel ja protresuvaat
i (neo-kolonijalno) ja pre/instaliraat dosega
postojnata raspredelba na mo}ta vo site sferi�-
vklu~uvaj}i ja tuka i najdelikatanta rodova ras-
predelba na mo}ta, koja, da potsetam, od Engels navamu
se smeta za POJDOVEN model na eksploatacija,
odnosno, neramnomerna, nesimetri~na, nepravedna
raspredelba na �vi{okot� vrednost.

�Sistematski podgrevanata patrijarhalna svest kaj
nas daleku pove}e se poistovetuva so t.n. represivna
hipoteza na Fuko i so �haremskiot fantazam� za
`enata[�] ozna~uvaj}i fanatizam za sekoga{ �podgot-

�legitimately� and without any consequence ridiculed in
public (for there is still nothing in our ethics that binds),
even in these circumstances and in this environment ruled
by the human rights genre.

[�]

�My previously stated hypothesis about manhood in the
Balkans had a primarily general (meta-personal) and
SYMBOLIC connotation, and therefore (although such
behaviour may be very indicative), my collocutors
needlessly (except maybe out of some personal need)
worried and hid their heads and their �sovereign g-strings�
in the sand!

Namely, current academic knowledge suggests that
imperialist ideology is inseparable from the contribution
of the colonisers� theory of gender superiority.
Unfortunately, it becomes equally manifest to the
colonised - both women and men... The Crisis of manhood
in the Balkans has been an objectively consistent
phenomenon (which does not mean that it has been
consensually recognised) - undoubtedly caused by the
undeniable sociopolitical and sociocultural events that
have been shaking and (neo-colonially) re/installing the
(until now) firm distribution of power that ever since
Engels, let me remind you, has been seen as the BASIC
model of exploitation, i.e. of unbalanced, asymmetrical
and unjust distribution of the �surplus� of value.

�The systematically encouraged patriarchal mind here
has by far more been identified with Foucault�s so called
repressive hypothesis and with the �harem fanaticism�
about the woman[...], signifying fanaticism about the ever
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venata� (jas bi dodala i politi~ki �nevinata�) ̀ ena.
Spored bogatata, kolektivna memorija � toa mu odi
vo prilog na morni~aviot mit za �vyidanata `e-
na��Spored tolkuvaweto na Branka Arsi}, tokmu ovoj
paradigmati~en narativ ja potvrduva ekspat-
rijacijata na ̀ enata /drugosta, kako fundamentalen
(simboli~ki) ~in vo procesot na nastanuvawe na edna
zaednica (ili gradba).

[�]

�Dali bi mo`ele kon toa isklu~uvawe (ekspat-
rijacija) na `enata da ja dodademe i sferata na
politi~koto, osobeno koga se znae deka tokmu
�seksualnata politika� (terminot e iskovan od Kejt
Milet i se odnesuva na politikata na odnosite me|u
polovite) vo javniot prostor (diskurs) e � najmalku
transparentniot, isklu~itelno redok i krajno
marginaliziran (odnosno, najpotcenet) oblik na
rasprava kaj nas?

[�]

Mark Horkhajmer i Teodor Adorno, komentiraj}i ja
polo`bata na `enata zaklu~uvaat deka �`enata
ostanuva nemo}na so samiot fakt {to mo}ta & propa|a
samo posreduvana preku ma`ot�. Sli~no na toa, Edgar
Moren smeta deka `enata, duri i vo 20 vek, ostanuva
da bide �sociolo{ka robinka, koja poseduva samo edna
mo} vo senka, egzistencijalna mo} na sakana i na
majka�. Spored Herman Mejer, `enata ima u{te
poradikalno ishodi{te me|u socijalnite autsajderi:
�taa e funkcionalno zavisna od ma{kiot streme` za
identitet.�

[�]

�ready� (and, I should add, politically �virgin�) woman.
Considering the rich collective memory - this supports
the eery myth of the �built-in woman�... According to
Branka Arsic�s interpretation, exactly this paradigmatic
narrative confirms the expatriation of woman/otherness
as a fundamental (symbolic) act in the creation of a
community (or a structure).

[�]

�I ask whether to that exclusion (expatriation) of woman
we might add the sphere of the political, particularly when
it is plain that exactly �sexual politics� (a term coined by
Kate Millet referring to the politics of relationships
between sexes) in the public area (discourse) is the least
of all transparent, extremely rare and marginalised (i.e.
the most underestimated) form of discussion here?

[�]

Max Horkheimer and Theodor Adorno, commenting on
the state of woman, conclude that �woman remains frail
due to the very fact that her power wastes mediated by
man�. Similarly, Edgar Morin believes that woman, even
in the 20th century, continues to be a �social slave� that
has only one obscured power - the existential power of a
beloved being and mother�. According to Herman Mayer,
the woman has an even more radical fate among social
outsiders: �she is functionally dependant on man�s
aspiration for identity�.

[�]
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�Ginocidot (pred s$, simboli~koto, no ne isklu~i-
voto takvo) -poni{tuvaweto i degradiraweto na
`enite ostanuva �revolucija, koja i daqe te~e�.
Potkrepena od dlabokata hipokrizija, {to bi ja
imenuvala so sloganot: �govori globalno � dejstvuvaj
mizogino�.
�@enite, sli~no na Skitite (od istoimenata poema
na Aleksandar Blok), kako dolgotrajni socio-
istoriski luzeri i nemaat {to navisitna da zagubat
(t.e. da za~uvaat), ostanuvaj}i radikalno otvoreni kon
s$ pove}e izvesniot, dijalo{ki rizik na promenata.

[�]
Za kraj, }e spomnam edno inteligentno, inventivno,
mo{ne duhovito ~etivo, va`no za parodi~nata
delimitacija na aktuelnite rodovi stereotipi
�raskazot na Vudi Alen �Lesnata `ena od Mensa��-
[tamu] sestranata edukacija i prodlabo~enata
erudicija se smetaat za eklatantno rodovi preduslovi
� ovojpat, na `enskata erotska po`elnost!�Agen-
cijata za davawe vakov vid erotski uslugi se goni za
prestap, spored Zakonot protiv intelektualna
�prequba� i �prostitucija��.kolku sme nie ovde
blisku ili daleku od toj �Zakon� protiv intelek-
tualna prequba, neka posvedo~i ovoj duhovit i krajno
mizogin grafit {to }e go najdete zapi{an na kejot
na Vardar: �site p�. se isti k..�!

Katerina Kolozova

�Genocide (symbolical above all but not exclusively such)
- the neutralisation and degradation of women continues
to be �an ongoing revolution�. It is backed by profound
hypocrisy that can be illustrated with the slogan: �talk
globally - act misogynously�.
�Women, like on the Skits (from Alexander Blok�s poem
with the same title), like persistent socio-historical losers
have nothing left to lose (or preserve), remaining radically
open to the ever more certain dialogical risk of the change.

[�]
Finally, I will mention an intelligent, inventive and very
witty read of great importance to the parodic delimitation
of the current gender stereotypes... Woody Allen�s story
�The Whore of Mensa� [...] There, comprehensive learning
and great erudition are considered to be essentially gender
preconditions - this time for female erotic desirability!
...The agency that provides this sort of services is
prosecuted for felony, under the �Intellectual Adultery and
Prostitution Act�... Let the witty and utterly misogynous
graffiti that you can see on the promenade by the Vardar
River attest where we stand in terms of this Intellectual
Adultery Act: �All c.... are like one and the same d...�!4

4 Untranslatable. The pun and the paradox are lost in the translation.
In the Macedonian vulgar slang there is an expression �It�s one and
the same dick� - which means It�s as broad as it�s long (i.e. it�s all the
same). The author quotes a graffiti that can be literally translated as
�All cunts are like one and the same dick�.
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Za pra{aweto na esencijalizmot
(Reakcija na �Balkanskiot ma~o�� intevju so Ferid
Muhi} objaveno vo Forum br. 113)

Forum 114

Najnapred sakam na cenetiot profesor i filosof
Ferid Muhi} da mu se zablagodaram za pridonesot kon
ovaa polemika�[z]atoa {to niz poka`anata upatenost
vo toa {to vpro~em pretstavuva feministi~ka
teorija/filosofija, mu dade odreden legitimitet na
celokupniot diskurs i na samoto pra{awe na
feminizmot�

[�]

Imam vpe~atok deka nekoj rigidno mi pripi{uva {to
moram da razberam kako `enstvenost i kakva `ena
moram da bidam/edinstveno mo`e da se bide (su{ti-
nata na leglovnosta, na primer, predlo`ena od
Vili}, apsolutnata dihotomska opozitnost, predlo-
`ena od Muhi}, me|u drugite propisi na mojot/
`enskiot polov/rodov idenitet). Ta`noto e {to
dodeka drugata strana obvinuva za agresivnost (tuka
gi vbrojuvam i konstataciite na Ferid Muhi} i
impresiite na gospodinot Sa{o Talevski (sic!),
voop{to ne se pra{uva dali so svoite � klasi~no
frustrira~ki � pozicii na propi{uva~i, ne prosve-
duva akt na agresija i samata (taa, druga strna). Zatoa
{to si dozvoluvam kriti~ka, a so toa i avtonomi-
zira~ka pozicija vo pogled na sopstveniot subjekti-
vitet, identitetot �`ena�, vo svojata (od Boga?,
Prirodata..?) dadenost, mi se doveduva vo pra{awe
kako avtenti~en. (Svesno insistiram na li~niot
ton, ne sakaj}i da si dozvolam da zboruvam vo imeto
na �site `eni� ili �@enata� kako samostojna,

Katerina Kolozova
On Essentialism
(Reaction to �The Macho of the Balkans...� - Interview with
Ferid Muhic, published in Forum No. 113)

Forum 114

First, I would like to thank the esteemed professor and
philosopher Ferid Muhic for his contribution to this
polemic... because by demonstrating his knowledge of
what feminist theory/philosophy actually represents, he
has given certain legitimacy to this entire discourse and
to the very issue of feminism...

[�]

I am under the impression that someone is rigidly
prescribing what I must understand as femininity and
what sort of a woman I must be or what is the only thing
that one can be (the essence of snuggery, for example,
that Vilic suggests, and the absolute dichotomous
oppositeness, suggested by Muhic, are among the
prescriptions regarding my/female sex/gender identity).
It is sad that while throwing accusations of aggression -
such as Ferid Muhic�s conclusions and Mr. Sa�o Talevski�s
impressions (sic!) - the other side does not ask itself
whether by acting as a prescriber (which is a thoroughly
frustrating attitude) it perpetrates an act of aggression
itself. Because I dare assume a critical and therefore
autonomising standpoint in terms of my own subjectivity,
my authentic identity as �woman� - be it God-given or
natural - is being disputed. (I conscientiously insist on
this personal note, not wanting to speak for �all women�
or for the �Woman� as an independent, almost ontic self-
given essence.) This challenge has been enabled exactly
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bezmalku onti~ki samo-zadadena Su{tina.) Ova
doveduvawe pod pra{awe e, pak, ovozmo`eno tokmu
od samata prepostavka, poto~no, vo slu~ajov �
ubeduvawe, za dadenosta (na identitetot).

[�]

Otatko �post-strukturalisti~kata struja� vo raspra-
vata, odnosno �branitelite na feminizmot�, impli-
citno (i prili~no diskretno � za ova, blagodaram)
gi kvalifikuva kako �`rtvi� na intelektualna
pomodnost i dogmatizam, veli: �i bidej}i e toa za niv
novost, tie mislat deka toa e apsolutna vistina, koja
sekoj {to ne ja spodeluva, treba da se smeta za, vo
najmala raka, neinformiran�.

Moite teorisko-filosofski pozicii, koi, inaku, se
odlikuvaat so svoevidna laruelovska distanca
(mislam na Fransoa Laruel i negovata ne-filozo-
fija) vo pogled na post-strukturalizmot, se takvi {to
jas ne pretpostavuvam postoewe na apsolutni
vistini. Naprotiv, mojata �filozofska verba� e
sprotivna. Zatoa, vakvata kvalifikacija, koja ne
znam vrz kakva argumentaciska potkrepa mo`e da
po~iva (osven vrz impresiite na profesorot),
ednostavno me iznenaduva�.

�Muhi} nudi svoe ~itawe na poimot rod (gender),
spored koe ovoj poim e tokmu �esencijalizira~ki�
ili �vonsocijalen� i �vonkulturen�. Vo kontekst na
teorijata na rodot, ovoj koncept e proizveden tokmu
za da se artikulira idejata za poloviot identitet
kako kulturen, istoriski i socijalen fenomen. Ferid
Muhi}, pak go razbira sosem sprotivno. Ama klu~noto
pra{awe e: {to e toa {to toj, ovde, go razbira
sprotivno? Dali e toa etimolo{kiot materijal na
zborot (lingvisti~iot fenomen �genus�), koj kako da

by the very presumption - even conviction - that identity
is a fixed disposition.

[�]

After he implicitly (and quite discretely) labelled the �post-
structuralist current� in the discussion, i.e. the
�vindicators of feminism�, as �victims� of intellectual
trendiness and dogmatism, he says: �and because it is
something new to them, they believe that it is an absolute
truth and those who do not share it should be considered
uninformed, at the least.�

My personal theoretical and philosophical views - by the
way, characterised by a kind of Laruellian reserve
regarding post-structuralism (I refer to François Laruelle
and his non-philosophy) - are such that I do not presume
absolute truths exist. On the contrary, my philosophical
�credo� is quite opposite. Therefore, I simply find this
qualification surprising, particularly because I cannot
devise what it is based on (apart from on the professor�s
impressions)...

� Muhic offers a personal reading of the term gender,
according to which this term is exactly �essentialist� or
�meta-social� and �meta-cultural�. In the context of
gender theory, this term has been created to articulate
precisely the idea of sexual identity as a cultural, historical
and social phenomenon. Ferid Muhic, on the other hand,
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dobiva svoja osamostoena vonistoriska egzistencija
(do drugi zborovi, vo negoviot argument se ~ini kako
poimot da postoi, nekako, po sebe)? Ili pak, zboruva
za teorisko �filosofskiot koncept na gender, koj{to
ima sopstvena istorija i metodolo{ki kontekst? Ako
zboruva za vtorovo � a jas samo za nego i mo`am da
raspravam, oti vo prvata metafizi~ka mo`nost ne
veruvam � go uveruvam deka ne postoi denes teoriski
relevantna pozicija spored koja ovoj koncept se
razbira kako �vonsocijalen� i �vonkulturen�. �

Ponatamu, profesorot Muhi} veli:��edno od glavni-
te obvinenija protiv N. Vili} e obvinenieto za
esencijalizam.� Bidej}i jas otvoreno referirav na
esencijalizmot na Vili} se ~uvstuvam povikana da
objasnam deka ne sum go obvinila za esencijalizam,
tuku za protivre~ie. Imeno, Vili} se povikuva{e
na metodite na post-strukturalizmot i teorijata na
performativnost, a tie po~ivaat tokmu vrz bazata na
radikalna kritika na sveduvawto na subjek-
tivitetot i identitetite na edna i edinstvena
su{tina, {to se narekuva postapka na �esenci-
jalizam�. Od druga strana, klu~ot na raspravata na
Neboj{a Vili} be{e zagovaraweto na �Vistinata� za
su{tina na @enata kako �leglovno su{testvo� (koe
postoi za da bide penetrirano�). Inaku, postojat
mnogu feministi~ki avtori, kako Irigaray ili
Kristeva, koi ~esto se etiketirani kako �esenci-
jalisti�, a, pak mene mi se mnogu bliski po svoite
pozicii. Zatoa, i zatoa {to ne veruvam vo filo-
zofski obvienija i presudi, nikoga{ ne bi obvinila
za esencijalizam�

understands it entirely reversely. But the key question is:
what is it that he understands reversely? Is it the
etymological material of the word (the linguistic
phenomenon �genus�), that seems to be getting a
acquiring independent meta-historical existence of its
own? Or, is he talking about the theoretical and
philosophical concept of gender that has its own particular
historical and methodological context? If the latter is the
case - and it is the only case I can discuss, for I do not
believe in the former metaphysical option - I assure him
that no theoretically relevant standpoint exists today
according to which this concept is understood as �meta-
social� or �meta-cultural�...

Further, professor Muhic writes: �...one of the main
accusations against N. Vilic is that of essentialism.� Since
I openly referred to Mr. Vilic�s essentalism, I feel I should
explain that I accused him not of essentialism but of
contradiction. Namely, Vilic turned to the methods of
post-structuralism and the performativity theory, and
these are based precisely on the radical criticism against
reducing subjectivity and identities to a single essence,
which is known as a procedure particular to
�essentialism�. On the other hand, the key to Neboëja
Vilic�s argument was that he deliberated the �Truth about
the essence of Woman as �a snuggery being� that exists to
be penetrated...). On the other hand, there are many
feminist authors, such as Irigaray or Kristeva, who are
oftentimes labelled as �essentialists� but whose views
happen to be very close to my own. Therefore, and because
I do not believe in philosophical accusations or verdicts, I
would never accuse anyone of essentialism...

Compiled and edited by Dusica Dimitrovska-Gajdoska Dossier: Discussions on feminism



Journal For Politics, Gender and Culture, vol. I, no. 3, 2002

17
3

Identities

Ferid Muhi}
Komunikacija, informacija, kultura
(povod: Polemikata za feminizmot
na stranicite na Forum)

Forum 115

Ne bez vidliva aluzija na Umberto Eko, i sekako, ne
bez mnogu dobri pri~ini za toa, moeto poslanie do
po~ituvanite Elizabeta [eleva i Katerina Kolo-
zova, inspirirano od mojot skromen prilog, go
naslovuvam vaka. Komunikaciskata vrednost na
nivniot anga`man vo polemikata okolu feminizmot,
vodena na stranicite na Forum, koja so pravo }e
prerasne vo eden od antologiskite primeri za
klu~nite doblesti na ovoj kolku nau~no tolku i
literaturno vozbudliv `anr, merena i so najstrogi
standardi e isklu~itelno visoka. Tie go prenesoa i
ona {to vo komunikacijata e najte{ko, no i najdra-
goceno da se soop{ti: sopstveniot afinitet za
temata, onoj idisinkraziski kvalitet, so koj ekspo-
zicijata na neutralnata faktografija prerasnuva vo
govor na konkretni li~nosti. Informativnoto nivo
na nivnite prilozi e argumentaciski obrazec za
relevantna nau~na diskusija. �Apdejtiran� maksi-
malno, no so uset za kontinuitet na relevantnite
diskusii na istata tema. Tie otvoraat niza novi
aspekti, prakti~no nedopredni vo na{ata publicis-
tika, i taka naedno svedo~at za svojata upatenost, kako
{to go upatuvaat zainteresiraniot ~itatel vo
tematskata slo`enost i bogatstvo na referencite na
sovremeniot feminizam. Kulturata na komuni-
ciraweto e besprekorna, so respekt za sogovornikot,
za sebe, no i za serioznosta na problemot, bez
odvi{en kompromis vo koj i da e od ovie polemi~ki
segmenti.

Ferid Muhic
Communication, Information, Culture
(On the polemic about feminism on
the pages of Forum)

Forum 115

Not without obvious allusion to Umberto Eco and, of
course, not without many good reasons and inspired by
my modest contribution, I have thus entitled my epistle
to the distinguished Elizabeta �eleva and Katerina
Kolozova. The communication value of their engagement
in the polemics about feminism that took place on the
pages of Forum, which will justly grow into an anthological
example of the key virtues of this genre - exciting both in
academic and literary terms - is extremely great measured
even by the strictest of standards. They have conveyed
that which in communication is the most difficult: their
own affinity for the subject matter, that idiosyncratic
quality by which the exposition of neutral facts grows into
a conversation of real personages. The informational level
of their contributions is an argumentation form of a
relevant academic discussion. Ultimately �updated�, but
sensitive of the continuity of the relevant discussions on
the subject. They open a variety of new aspects practically
untouched by our journalism, thus demonstrating their
conversance with the matter, just as they guide the
interested reader into the thematic complexity and
richness of references of modern feminism. The culture
of the communication is impeccable, respectful of the
collocutor, of themselves, but also of the seriousness of
the problem, without unnecessary compromises in any
of these polemical segments.


