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Nekolku meseci pred zapo~nuvaweto na voenata ope-
racija �Sloboda za Ira~anite� bordot na �Identite-
ti� odlu~i da posveti specijalen oddel od spisanieto
za razli~nite feministi~ki odglasi po povod voj-
nata vo Irak. Za `al, vojnata ispadna pobrza od teo-
rijata, i ona {to be{e prvobitno zamisleno kako
po~etno sugestivno pra{awe - �So teorija protiv te-
ror(izmot)?� - nabrgu be{e preformulirano vo ne{to
posubverzivnoto: �So teror protiv terorizmot?�

Na{eto eksplicitno upatuvawe na tekovnata �vojna
protiv terorot� be{e motivirano od pra{aweto
�Kakva uloga mo`e da igra teorijata denes?� -
nadovrzuvaj}i se na sogledbata deka vojnata protiv
Irak be{e za toa kakva uloga imaat namera da igraat
SAD vo dvaeset i prviot vek. Navistina, mo`e li
teorijata s$ u{te da ̀ ivee so nade` deka mo`e da igra
nekakva uloga vo brzo promenliviot meta-politi~ki
svet, ako se zeme predvid nemo}ta na spekulativniot
diskurs nasproti potentnite, fascinira~ki sliki
distribuirani od strana na modernite �penetri-
ra~ki� mediumi?

Napisite vo ovoj oddel se preokupirani so mo`nos-
tite za delotvoren teoretski odgovor koj }e bide vo
tesna vrska so urgentnite politi~ki problemi i
mo`ni re{enija, namesto so apstraktni teoretski
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Zo{to so teorija
protiv teror(izmot)?
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Why theory
against terror(ism)?

Few months before the beginning of the military opera-
tion �Iraqi freedom� the board of �Identities� decided to
present a variety of feminist responses to the crisis in Iraq
in a special section of the Journal. However, the war
turned out to be faster then theory and what was initially
intended as a suggestive opening question - �With theory
against terror(ism)?� - was promptly reformulated into a
more subversive one: �With terror against terrorism?�

Our explicit reference to the ongoing �war on terror� was
motivated by the question �What sort of role the theory
could play nowadays?� - with respect to the insight that
the war against Iraq was about what sort of role the United
States intends to play in the twenty-first century. Indeed,
could theory still live with hopes that it can play any role
in a fast-changing meta-political world, taking into con-
sideration the powerlessness of a speculative theoretical
discourse vis-à-vis the potent, fascinating images distrib-
uted by the contemporary �penetrating� media?

What the articles in the present section are concerned with
are possibilities of an effective theoretical response closely
related to the pressing political problems and possible so-
lutions, rather than the abstract theoretical issues unre-
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pra{awa neodgovorni vo odnos na politi~koto.
Site tri pridonesi se izvonredni primeri za
�diskurziven otpor� protiv �brutalnata forma na
imperijalno nasilstvo� kako i protiv �amerikan-
skata maskulinisti~ka voena ideologija�. Tie
vlevaat su{testvena nade` deka rodovo-~uvstvitel-
nata teorija e dovolno mo}na da obezbedi barem
�adekvatno objasnuvawe na promenite vo globalniot
svetski poredok� oblikuvan od �sovremenite ameri-
kanski upotrebi i zloupotrebi na mo}ta�.

Intervjuirana 72 ~asa po po~etokot na vojnata protiv
Irak, Xudit Batler e preokupirana so mo{ne
~uvstvitelnite temi na etikata na nenasilstvoto:
Kako da se zapre ciklusot na odmazdata? Kakva vrska
ima filosofijata so mirot? Dali vojnata ima
nekakva vrska so mirot? Kako da se spravime so
na{ata sopstvena ranlivost? Zo{to i na koj na~in
gi dehumanizirame onie kon koi vr{ime nasilstvo?
[to pravat ~ovekovite prava i kako da se odgovori
na suspenzijata na obvrskite od me|unarodnoto pravo
� suspendirawe vo imeto na superiornosta na pravoto
na nacijata da ja stavi svojata bezbednost nad sekoe
drugo individualno pravo?

Napisot na Svetlana Slap{ak e preokupiran so
negativnite posledici od ona {to taa go narekuva
�smrtta na ideologijata� � na koj na~in osiroma{u-
vaweto na javniot diskurs vo Jugoslavija pridonese
za vojnite na Balkanot i �kako ne samo zborovite tuku
isto taka otsustvoto na zborovi mo`e da proizvede
katastrofalni posledici za ~ovekovata realnost� vo
vrska so �takanare~enata post-voena situacija vo
Irak�. Taa gi izlo`uva ignorancijata na noviot
amerikanski kolonijalizam, negovata ne~uvstvitel-
nost za drugi kulturi, negovata tendencija da ja
uni{tuva nivnata kolektivna memorija, �koloni-
jalnata indolentnost kon koloniziranite� kako i

sponsive towards the political. All three contributions are
remarkable examples of �discursive resistance� against
�the brutal form of imperial violence�, as well as against
�the American masculinist military ideology�. They give
essential hopes that a gender-sensitive theory is power-
ful enough, at least to provide �an adequate account of
the changes in the global world order� shaped by the �con-
temporary American uses and abuses of power�.

Interviewed 72 hours after the beginning of the war
against Iraq, Judith Butler is concerned with highly sen-
sitive issues of the ethic of non-violence: How to break a
cycle of revenge? What does philosophy have to do with
peace? Does war have anything to do with peace? How to
deal with your own vulnerability? Why and how we
dehumanise those to whom we do violence? What human
rights do and how to respond to the suspension of obliga-
tions under international law � a suspension made in the
name of superiority of the right of a nation to put its own
security above any other individual right?

Svetlana Slapsak�s article is concerned with the negative
effects of what she calls �the death of ideology� - how the
impoverishment of public discourse in Yugoslavia con-
tributed to the war in the Balkans and �how not only words
but also absence of words can produce catastrophic con-
sequences for human reality� with reference to �the so
called post-war situation in Iraq�. She exposes the igno-
rance of the new American colonialism, its insensitivity
to other cultures, its tendency to destroy their collective
memory, �the colonial indolence towards the colonised�
as well as the hidden ideological messages implanted
through the manipulative machine of CNN.

Zarko Trajanoski Editorial: Why theory against terror(ism)?
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prikrienite ideolo{ki poraki implantirani so
pomo{ na manipulativnata ma{ina na CNN.

Izjavata na Rozi Braidoti e naso~uvana od pretpos-
tavkata deka koe i da e verodostojno i odgovorno
objasnuvawe na dene{nata svetska sostojba �treba da
gi zeme predvid novite me|unarodni odnosi na mo}
i ulogata na Amerikanskata imperija�. Taa e glavno
preokupirana so posledicite od �implozijata na
�trans-atlantskata� oska�, sogolenata vistina deka zad
fasciniranosta na Evropa so SAD se nayira �istoris-
kata realnost na amerikanskiot kulturen i ekonom-
ski imperijalizam�. Sega, koga fasciniranosta ve}e
ja nema, Braidoti ja zamisluva �Evropskata unija kako
post-nacionalisti~ki op{testven prostor koj mo`e
da transformira nekoi od najlo{ite aspekti na
evrocentrizmot�.

Nakuso, site tri pridonesi se najubedlivo svedo{tvo
za neverodostojnosta na zdravorazumskata pretpos-
tavka deka teorijata ima malku zaedni~ki ne{ta so
(politi~kata) praksa. Fakt e deka najgolemiot del
od teoretskite obidi za soo~uvawe so realnite
politi~ki problemi se neuspe{ni vo pogled na
nivnata osnovna intencija � da napravat barem
nekakva zna~ajna razlika vo politi~kiot `ivot. I
pokraj toa, ne smeeme da se obeshrabrime i treba da
prodol`ime so sve`i obidi za gradewe novi i
podobri svetovi so pomo{ na zborovi, namesto so me~
da urivame nekoj star svet samo poradi toa {to
negovata osobena �forma na `ivot� ne mo`e da se
vklopi vo �Amerikanskiot son�.

Rosi Braidotti�s statement is guided by the assumption
that any credible and responsible account of the state of
the world today �needs to take into account new
international power relations and the role of the American
empire�. She is manly concerned with the effects of �the
implosion of the �Trans-Atlantic� axis�, with the naked
truth that behind Europe�s fascination with USA lurks �the
historical reality of American cultural and economic
imperialism�. Now, when the fascination is over, Braidotti
is imagining �the European Union as a post-nationalist
social space which can transform some of the worst
aspects of Euro-centrism�.

In a word, all three contributions constitute a most
convincing testimony of the fallacy of the common sense
assumption that theory has little to do with a (political)
praxis. It is a fact that the greatest part of theoretical
attempts to cope with real political problems have failed
in relation to their basic intention - to make, at least, some
significant difference in political life. However, we must
not be discouraged and we have to continue with our fresh
attempts to build new and improved worlds with words
rather than to destroy some old one with swords only
because its peculiar �form of life� could not fit in �the
American dream�.

Translated by the author


