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Moram da go sovladam blagiot nagon za povra}awe
{to mi se javuva pri samata pomisla na ira~kata vojna
i na mo`niot odgovor na nea. Ve}e podolgo vreme
mnogu filosofi se zagri`eni za toa kako da ja
objasnat brzinata i kompleksnosta na sovremenite
procesi na op{testveni promeni. Postoi pregolema
vremenska distanca pome|u realnosta i kriti~kata
teorija, {to s$ pove}e go ote`nuva davaweto adekva-
ten prikaz na promenite vo globalniot svetski
poredok. Ovoj nedostatok od imaginarna energija
mo`e da bide fatalen za zada~ata na kriti~kata
teorija, bidej}i toj ja zabavuva identifikacijata na
zaedni~ki to~ki na otporot, naso~eni protiv novite
odnosi na mo}.

Vakvata pretpazlivost i gri`a za adekvatni teoret-
ski pretstavi i konceptualna adekvatnost se ~ini
preterana koga }e se sporedi so bukvalnosta na
sovremenata amerikanska upotreba i zloupotreba na
sila.

S$ {to treba da se napravi e vnimatelno da se pro~ita
�Sudir na civilizaciite� (Clash of Civilization) na
Sem Hantington (Huntington), ili da se poseti
Internet stranicata na �Proektot za noviot ameri-
kanski vek� (Project for a new American Century), za da
se najdat � sro~eni vo isklu~itelno ~itka proza,

I have to overcome a slight sense of nausea as I even think
of the Iraq war and a possible response to it. For a while
many philosophers have been worrying about how to
account for the speed and complexity of contemporary
processes of social change. There is too large a time-lag
between reality and critical theory, which makes it
increasingly difficult to provide an adequate account of
the changes in the global world order. This deficit in
imaginary energy could prove fatal to the task of critical
theory in that it delays the identification of joint points of
resistance against the new power-relations.

Such cautious concern for adequate theoretical repre-
sentations and conceptual adequacy appears way out of
proportion, when compared with the literal-ness of
contemporary American uses and abuses of power.

All one needs to do is read carefully Sam Huntington�s
Clash of Civilization, or consult the website for the
�Project for a new American century�, to find � spelled
out in extremely accessible prose, the main tenets of the
new imperial world-order. It could not be clearer, more
explicit, less self-conscious or remotely more concerned
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glavnite principi na noviot imperijalisti~ki
svetski poredok. Ne mo`e da bide pojasen, poekspli-
citen, pomalku samosvesen ili daleku popreoku-
piran so nivnite implikacii za sostojbata na svetot.
Ova zna~i deka ovde ima malku za tolkuvawe, re~isi
ni{to nema za analizirawe i nema nikakov prostor
za pregovarawe. S$ {to mo`eme da napravime e da
izmislime nekakov oblik na prakti~en i diskur-
siven otpor kon brutalnata forma na imperijalno
nasilstvo.

Za sre}a, site znaeme � a lu|eto od porane{na Isto~na
Evropa niz maka doznaa � deka imperiite, re~isi po
definicija, ne mo`at efikasno da funkcioniraat.
Samata golemina na nivnata teritorija i na egoto na
onie koi vladeat so niv, gi pravi nivnite celi
strukturalno neodr`livi. Taka, vledeja~kite ambi-
cii na edna imperija postojat paralelno so konstant-
nata zakana za nivno neostvaruvawe, ili so perma-
nentnata sostojba na nivno neuspe{no realizirawe.
So drugi zborovi, padot e ve}e zacrtan vo evolutiv-
nata linija na imperijalnata mo}. Me|utoa, padot e
i na~in na opstojuvawe, i kako takov, mo`e da mu e
potrebno dosta vreme da go dostigne svojot zenit. Kako
mrtva yvezda, imperijata mo`e da ja zra~i svojata
mrtva svetlina dolgo vreme pred da ja razotkrie
svojata vnatre{na praznina i da se pretvori vo prav.
Mo`ebi mojot jazik zvu~i metafori~no, no ne e:
politi~kata ekonomija na padot i implozijata e
prili~no bukvalna.

Vtoriot moment e nezadovolstvoto i ne-identifi-
kacijata so SAD. Jas rabotam vo oblasta na kontinen-
talnata filosofija, {to e minorna granka od taa
disciplina. So ogled na navredlivite mediumski
kampawi {to vo posledno vreme se posvetuvaat na
sovremenite �francuski filosofii� i na Francija
voop{to, (pri {to �francuskiot pomfrit� mora{e

about its implications for the state of the world. Which
means that there is little to interpret, hardly anything to
analyse and no space for negotiations. All we can do is
devise form of practical and discursive resistance to a
brutal form of imperial violence.

Fortunately we all know � and people from former Eastern
Europe know painfully well � that empires cannot work
effectively, almost by definition. The sheer size of their
territory and of the egos of those who govern them makes
their aims structurally unsustainable. Thus, the sovereign
ambitions of an empire are co-extensive with the constant
threat of not attaining them, or a permanent state of falling
short of these aims. In other words, decline is always
already the line of evolution of an imperial power. Decline,
however, is a mode of duration and as such it can take a
long time to reach its zenith. Like a dead star, an empire
can cast its deadly light for a very long time before it
actualises its inner void and runs to dust. My language
may sound metaphorical, but it is not: the political
economy of decline and implosion is quite literal.

The second point is about dis-affection with or dis-iden-
tification from the USA. I work in Continental philoso-
phy, which is very much, a minority branch of the disci-
pline. Considering the derogatory press campaigns that
of late have been devoted to contemporary �French phi-
losophies� and to France in general (given as �French fries�
had to be renamed �freedom fries� after the second Iraqi

Rosi Braidotti Point of Non-return



Journal for Politics, Gender and Culture, Vol. II, No. 1, Summer 2003

23

Identities

da se preimenuva vo �pomfrit na slobodata� po
vtorata ira~ka vojna, dali treba i �francuskata
filosofija� da se preimenuva vo �filosofija na
slobodata�?), sakam da go potenciram jazot {to s$
pove}e se prodlabo~uva, vo ona {to prili~no
ironi~no se narekuva{e �Transatlantska diskonek-
cija�. Ova osobeno doa|a do izraz vo polemikata po-
me|u socio-politi~kata teorija i moralnata filoso-
fija na anglo-saksonski na~in i francuskata post-
strukturalisti~ka politika i etika. No, etikata ne
e moral, a kamo li anglo-amerikanska moralna filo-
sofija, i taa ne se potpira nu`no na liberalnoto,
individualisti~ko gledawe na ne{tata so akcent vrz
pravdata i ednakvosta. Okolu ova malo raziduvawe
se vodea masovni intelektualni vojni. Ona {to se
slu~i vo ira~kata kriza e nevideno osloboduvawe na
prezir i omraza kon evropskata kultura i filoso-
fija. S$ se odigra spored serijata stereotipi:
navodnata post-modernisti~ka �mekost� na post-
modernisti~ka Evropa nasproti robusnata samouve-
renost na ma`estvenata Amerika.

Ima ne{to malku vistina vo idejata za post-moderna
Evropska Unija, {to ja prifa}a svojata istoriska
pozicija kako svoevidna nova margina � iako od
deluks kategorija. Vo dene{no vreme, post-kolonijal-
niot svetski poredok i procesot na trans-nacionalna
ekonomija so kompleksnite efekti na globaliza-
cijata otvoraat novo poglavje vo istorijata na pre-
strukturiraweto na evropskite nacionalni dr`avi
kako principi na ekonomska i politi~ka organiza-
cija. Doa|aweto na elektronskata granica i infor-
maciskite pati{ta i ponatamu go zabrzuva procesot
na de-materijalizacija na nacionalnata dr`ava. Jas
ja gledam Evropskata Unija kako post-naciona-
listi~ki op{testven prostor {to mo`e da preobrazi
nekoi od najlo{ite strani na evro-centrizmot.

war, should �French philosophy� be renamed �freedom
philosophy�?), I want to stress the increasing gap in what
used to be called rather ironically the �trans-Atlantic dis-
connection�. This is especially strong in the polemic be-
tween socio-political theory and for moral philosophy in
the Anglo-Saxon mode and French poststructuralist poli-
tics and ethics. Ethics, however, is not morality, let alone
Anglo-American moral philosophy, nor does it necessar-
ily rest upon a liberal, individualistic vision of the subject
with its emphasis on justice and equality. On this small
point of divergence, massive intellectual wars have been
fought. What happened in the Iraqi crisis is an unparallel
unleashing of contempt and loathing for European cul-
ture and philosophy. It was played out along the lines of a
series of stereotypes: the allegedly postmodern �softness�
of postmodernist Europe versus the robust self-assurance
of virile America.

There is some truth to the idea of a postmodern European
Union, which accepts its historical position as a new
margin of sorts � albeit a deluxe one. Nowadays, the post-
colonial world-order and the process of the trans-national
economy with the complex effects of globalisation open a
new chapter in the history of the re-structuring of
European nation-states as principles of economic and
political organisation. The coming of the electronic
frontier and the information highways accelerates even
further the process of de-materialisation of the nation
state. I see the European Union as a post-nationalist social
space which can transform some of the worst aspects of
Euro-centrism.
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Ova sekako ne e fakt, tuku proekt {to doprva treba
da se realizira. Daleku od toa deka ovoj proces na
transformacija na evropskite nacionalni dr`avi
e pozdraven nasekade kako ~ekor napred. Toj prediz-
vika i bran od nostalgija, koj e eden od klu~nite
belezi na sovremenata politika. Nostalgi~niot
politi~ki diskurs mo`e jasno da se zabele`i vo
diskusiite za evropskoto dr`avjanstvo i imigracija.
Proektot za evropska unifikacija vsu{nost povle~e
cel bran reakcii koi{to se istovremeno anti-
evropski i rasisti~ki. Spored formulacijata na
Stjuart Hol (Stuart Hall), golemiot otpor protiv
Evropskata Unija, kako i amerikanskiot somne` vo
istata, e defanziven odgovor na procesot na efikasno
nadminuvawe na samata ideja i realnost na evrop-
skite nacionalni dr`avi. Vo potesni ramki, ishodot
od ova e nacionalisti~ka paranoja i ksenofobi~ni
stravovi. Ova se oblicite na sovremeniot �evropski
kulturen rasizam�.

Tie isto taka gi fragmentiraat pogolemite nacio-
nalni identiteti vo regionalni ili lokalizirani
sub-identiteti. Benhabib (Benhabib) e vo pravo koga
uka`uva deka redefiniraweto na evropskite granici
i relativnata fluidnost na evropskiot identitet se
beleg na vremeto. Tie se sovpa|aat so povtornoto
pojavuvawe na mikro-nacionalizmite na site nivoa
vo Evropa denes. Spored {izoidnoto deluvawe na
globalizacijata ili napredniot kapitalizam,
obedinuvaweto na Evropa koegzistira so zatvoraweto
na nejzinite granici; pretstojnoto zaedni~ko
evropsko dr`avjanstvo i zaedni~kata valuta koegzis-
tiraat so zgolemuvaweto na vnatre{nata fragmen-
tacija i regionalizam; noviot, navodno post-
nacionalisti~ki identitet, mora da koegzistira so
vra}aweto na ksenofobijata, rasizmot i anti-
semitizmot. Praviloto na isklu~eniot tret ne dr`i

Of course, this is not a fact, but a project which still needs
to be accomplished. This process of transformation of the
European nation states, far from being greeted everywhere
as a step forward, has also generated a wave of nostalgia,
which is one of the key features of contemporary politics.
The nostalgic political discourse can be clearly noted in
discussions about European citizenship and immigration.
The project of European unification has in fact triggered
a wave of reactions which are simultaneously anti-
European and racist. As Stuart Hall put it, the great
resistance against European union, as well as the
American suspicion of it, is a defensive response to a
process of effective overcoming of the very idea and reality
of European nation-states. The short-range effect of this
is nationalistic paranoia and xenophobic fears. This is the
form taken by contemporary �European cultural racism�.

They also enact a fragmentation of larger national
identities into regional or localised sub-identities. It is
indeed the case, as Benhabib points out that the re-
definition of European boundaries and a relative fluidity
about European identity are a sign of the times. They
coincide with the resurgence of micro-nationalisms at all
levels in Europe today. According to the schizoid workings
of globalisation or advanced capitalism, the unification
of Europe coexists with the closing down of its borders;
the coming of a common European citizenship and a
common currency with increasing internal fragmentation
and regionalism; a new, allegedly post-nationalist identity,
has to coexist with the return of xenophobia, racism and
anti-Semitism. The law of excluded middle does not hold
in postmodernity: one thing and its opposite can
simultaneously be the case.

Rosi Braidotti Point of Non-return



Journal for Politics, Gender and Culture, Vol. II, No. 1, Summer 2003

25

Identities

vo postmodernata: edno ne{to mo`e da se slu~uva
istovremeno so negovata sprotivnost.

Me|utoa, poentata e vo toa {to denes postoi svoeviden
konsenzus vo Evropa, za nu`nosta od nadminuvawe na
voinstveniot i etnocentri~en koncept na evro-
centrizam, vo polza na edna posredena i poodgovorna
re-definicija na noviot evropski op{testven
prostor. Mislam deka ovoj tip na konsenzus go
izrazuva procesot na redefinirawe na evropskiot
identitet, koj, pod pritisok na Evropskata Unija,
izleguva nadvor od ramkite na voinstveniot nacio-
nalizam. Vo ovoj pogled, EU deneska pretstavuva
antipod na patriotskiot `ar na SAD.

Jazot vo stavovite kon kulturnite identiteti e vo
srcevinata na fenomenot nare~en �nezadovolstvo� so
SAD. Evropa, a osobeno Francija, ima{e dolgotrajna
qubovna vrska so SAD. Na nekoj na~in, op{testvenoto
imaginarno na porane{na Zapadna Evropa inten-
zivno se amerikanizira; vo Francija, kako vpro~em
i sekade. Smetam deka edna od najgolemite `rtvi od
ira~kata vojna e tokmu ovaa vrska. Kako koga silnata
qubov }e se izjalovi, ona {to bilo dopirna to~ka se
pretvora vo izvor na tenzija, pa duri i omraza i
prezir. Ova nanese {teta na nivoto na sopstvenite i
zaemnite identifikacii koi, spored mene, se
nepopravlivi. SAD pove}e ne n$ interesiraat i
to~ka. Tie pove}e ne ja skokotkaat ili pottiknuvaat
na{ata kolektivna fantazija: izgledaat kako treto-
klasni kaubojski filmovi, grdi i nasilni. Fascina-
cijata zamre. Dolgoro~no gledano, ova raskinuvawe
mo`e da bide pozitivno po Evropskata Unija vo
zajaknuvaweto na na{ata odluka da staneme relevan-
ten politi~ki subjekt. Me|utoa, vo momentov, osobeno
vo ramkite na feminizmot, ~uvstvoto na izgubenost
i u`alenost e ogromno. Vo na{ite evropski mre`i

The main point, however, is that a kind of consensus exists
in Europe today, about the necessity of transcending the
belligerent and ethnocentric notion of Eurocentrism, in
favour of a more situated and accountable re-definition
of a new European social space. I think that this kind of
consensus expresses the process of redefining a European
identity, which, under the pressure of the European
Union, moves beyond belligerent nationalism. In this
respect, the EU today represents the antipodes of the USA
patriotic fervour.

This hiatus in attitudes towards cultural identities lies at
the heart of the phenomenon of �disaffection� with the
USA. Europe and France in particular have had a long-
standing love affair with the USA. In some ways the social
imaginary of former Western Europe is intensely
Americanised, in France like everywhere else. I think that
one of the greatest casualties of the Iraq war has been this
particular relationship. Like good loving gone wrong, what
was a mutual bond has turned into a source of tension
and even hatred and loathing. This has caused damages
at the level of respective and mutual identifications which,
in my opinion, are irreparable. The USA has simply ceased
to appeal, full stop. They no longer tickle or stimulate our
collective imagination: they appear like a third-rate
cowboy movies, ugly and violent. The fascination is over.
In the long run, this break-up may be beneficial to the
European Union in strengthening our resolve to become
a credible political subject. At present however, and
especially within feminism, the sense of loss and
mourning is great. In our European networks for women�s
studies (110 university partners in 30 countries), this is
the most common feeling at present.
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za ̀ enski studii (110 univerzitetski partneri vo 30
zemji), ova e dominantnoto ~uvstvo vo momentov.

Primarniot rezultat od implozijata na �Trans-
atlantskata� oska e razotkrivaweto na istoriskata
realnost na amerikanskiot kulturen i ekonomski
imperijalizam. Sekoj prikaz na sostojbata vo svetot
denes {to pretendira na kakov bilo kredibilitet,
treba da gi zeme predvid novite me|unarodni odnosi
na mo} i ulogata na amerikanskata imperija. Dava-
weto prioritet na koe bilo drugo pra{awe mi
nalikuva na izbegnuvawe i, ottamu, na neodgovornost.
SAD e edinstveniot i najgolem zloupotrebuva~ na
me|unarodnata pravda vo svetot deneska � i ova e tema
za koja treba da se zboruva i diskutira, a ne da se
prifa}a zdravo za gotovo i srame`livo da se
izbegnuva.

Da zavr{am so pooptimisti~en ton, sakam da se
nadevam deka dolgoro~no, kako i site vozrasni lu|e,
}e mo`eme da se organizirame i da predlo`ime sojuz
{to }e se bazira na me|usebna po~it na specifi~nite
kulturni osobenosti i istoriski tradicii na sekoj
subjekt. Sepak, dodeka se slu~i toa, Ira~kata vojna }e
postigne eden traen rezultat, polariziraj}i gi
poziciite na Evropskata Unija i SAD i izrazuvaj}i
ja ovaa polarizacija vo navredlivi rodovo-obele-
`ani i rasisti~ki termini. Ova e to~ka od koja nema
vra}awe.

Prevod od angliski jazik: Nata{a Stojanovska

The implosion of the �Trans-Atlantic� axis has primary
result that of exposing the historical reality of American
cultural and economic imperialism. Any account of the
state of the world today, which claims to have any
credibility whatsoever, needs to take into account new
international power relations and the role of the American
empire. Foregrounding any other issue strikes me as a
form of avoidance and hence of irresponsibility. The USA
is the single largest abuser of international justice in the
world today � and this issue needs to be voiced and
discussed not taken for granted or avoided in embar-
rassment.

To finish in a more positive note, I want to hope that, in
the long run, like all grown-ups, we may be able to pick
up the pieces and propose an alliance based on the mutual
respect of the specific cultural features and historical
traditions of each subject. Till that happens, however, the
Iraq war will have achieved one lasting result by polarizing
the positions of the EU and the USA and expressing this
polarization in abusive genderized and racialized terms.
This is a point of non-return.
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